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ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
1. OPENING 
 

The official opening of the Plenary Session will be held at 10:00 on Tuesday 31st October 2000. 
 

The Session will be inaugurated by Mr. B. Searle, Chairman of the IOC Committee on IODE and will be 
followed by the welcoming addresses of the representatives of the host country and IOC. 
 
 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
2.1 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 
 

The Provisional Agenda (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/1 prov.) was distributed together with the IOC Circular 
Letter No. 1651 (to Member States) and IOC Circular Letter No. 1652 (to organizations), issued both on 13 April 2000. 
The Committee will be requested to consider the Provisional Agenda for adoption, taking into account comments, if any, 
by Member States. The Agenda may be amended at any stage during the Session in accordance with the procedures 
presented in Rule No. 9 of the Revised Rules of Procedure (Doc. IOC.EC-XXVII/Inf.1). 
 
2.2 DESIGNATION OF RAPPORTEUR 
 

The Session will designate a Rapporteur for the Session under IOC Rule of Procedure No. 25(3) (Doc IOC/INF-
785). 
 
2.3 SESSION TIME TABLE AND DOCUMENTATION 
 

The Technical Secretary of the Session will review the arrangements for the Session, introduce the provisional 
Timetable (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/1 add. prov. 2) and present the List of Documents (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/4 
prov.rev.). It is recalled that all working documents have been made available through the IODE-XVI web site 
(http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16 ) as soon as they were received or prepared by the Secretariat. 
 

The working hours for the Session and any other details relevant to the conduct of the Session will be 
determined. Though the Committee will work in plenary it may decide on the establishment of ad hoc sessional working 
groups to deal with particular items. 
 

The working languages of the Session will be English, French, Spanish and Russian. Ad hoc sessional working 
groups will work in English only. 
 
2.4 LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 
The Representative of the Local Organizing Committee will inform the Session on local arrangements. 

Information and guidelines for participants are provided in Document IOC/IODE-XVI/Inf. 1). 
 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16.1prov REV 2.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/cl1651 english.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/cl1651 english.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/CL1652 executive heads.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16-Inf1.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16-4provrev.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16-4provrev.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16-Inf1.pdf
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3. STATUS OF IODE 
 

Under this Agenda Item reports will be presented to give an overall picture of the IODE system, its activities and 
implementation of the programme at national, regional and global levels. Member States will have submitted their 
National Reports prior to the Session. Accordingly they will be requested not to read through this report during the 
Session, but rather to limit their intervention to major achievements or problems and to call the attention of the Session to 
issues that need discussion during  relevant items of the Agenda. 
 
3.1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

The Chairman will present his report  (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/6) on intersessional activities since the 
Fifteenth Session of the Committee and will identify problems and specify requirements for new directions based on the 
decisions made during the 1998 IODE Officers Meeting (Document IOC/INF-1102), and the Strategy Group of Experts 
Meeting (December 1998, Doc. IOC/INF-1145). Implementation status reports of the GETADE and GEMIM will be 
reported on during Agenda items 7.1.1 and 7.1.2 respectively. The Chairman will also provide a brief report on the IODE 
Officers Meeting that preceded the Session (30 October 2000). 

  
The Chairman will provide an overview of the major activities and implementation of decisions adopted by the 

IODE-XV and the IOC Governing Bodies pursuant to the IODE programme. He will also provide information concerning 
the growing co-operation between IODE and other research, monitoring and marine data management programmes. 
 

The Report of the Chairman will be followed by discussions and comments on the IODE programme in general. 
 The Committee will be requested to consider the Chairman’s report, together with discussions on other Agenda items, in 
order to discuss and decide upon future directions of the IODE programme under Agenda Item 10 – Review of the IODE 
System. 
 
3.2 ACTIVITIES OF WORLD DATA CENTRES AND RNODCs 
 

The Directors of the World Data Centres for Oceanography (A,B and D) and for Marine Geology and 
Geophysics (A,B) will inform the Committee of the activities of their respective centres . The Directors of WDCs or their 
representatives participated  at the IODE Officers Meeting in Goa, India (10-13 February 1998, Document IOC/INF-
1102) and at the International GODAR Review Conference in Silver Spring, USA (12-15 July 1999) and had the 
opportunity to discuss  ways of maintaining and strengthening co-operation between WDCs and with IODE. The results of 
this discussion and the progress in WDCs activities will be brought to the attention of the Session. Special attention will 
be given to the implementation of the IODE-XV decisions relevant to WDCs, to the state of the data flow and to the 
services provided by centres to the users. 
 

The Chairman of the ICSU Panel on WDCs will be invited to share his views on WDCs-IODE co-operation and 
on the role of the WDCs in meeting new needs and requirements for ocean data (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/9)) 
 

Under the same Agenda Item, the Heads of the RNODCs will be invited to give reports on activities of their 
centres ((Document IOC/IODE-XVI/7).The RNODCs were established to take on the responsibility of assisting the World 
Data Centres in support of their mission. Reports will contain information on the ways of implementing this responsibility, 
on the progress achieved in implementing their Terms of Reference, on the problems associated with RNODCs activities 
and will contain recommendations on future activities. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to take note of the information and provide guidance and advice 
for further actions needed to strengthen the role and responsibilities of WDCs (Oceanography and 
MGG) and RNODCs.  These recommendations should be considered in light of the present plans 
for climate and global change programmes, the formation of JCOMM, coastal management and 
GOOS development. 
ACTION - Recommendations on mechanisms to strengthen RNODCs and the WDCs 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16.6.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/i1102.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/i1145.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/inf1102.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/inf1102.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.9.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.7.pdf
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3.3 NATIONAL DATA AND INFORMATION MANAGEMENT ACTIVITIES 
 

The Letter of Invitation for IODE-XVI (Circular Letter 1651) contained a request to submit reports on national 
activities in marine data and information management to the IOC Secretariat in accordance with the guidelines (Doc. 
IOC/IODE-XVI/Inf.2) prepared by the IODE GEMIM and attached to the Circular Letter.  Reports received have been 
compiled by the Secretariat in Document IOC/IODE-XVI/7). Any Delegation wishing to provide additional information 
on national activities will be welcome to do so. Member States will be requested to respect a time limit of 5 minutes for 
their intervention . 
 

 
The Committee will be invited to comment on the reports and proposals and provide advice on 
(i) ways to increase governmental support for management of marine data and information 

at the national level;  
(ii) how IODE can help IOC Member States in developing or improving national data and 

information management infrastructure and activities;  
(iii) how to make the activities of national oceanographic data centres known more widely. 
Member States will be requested to share experiences in identification of user audiences, 
audience feedback and service evaluation. 
ACTION – Recommendations on how to strengthen national marine data management 
capabilities. 

 
3.4 REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS REPORTS 
 

The Committee at its Fifteenth Session adopted Resolution IODE-XV.4 by which it was agreed to appoint IODE 
Regional Co-ordinators for each of the IOC Regional Programmes. In response to this Resolution, eight IODE Regional 
Co-ordinators have been appointed and briefings arranged for five of them in conjunction with the IODE Officers meeting 
in 1998. The Regional Co-ordinators will give presentations on IODE activities in their region. Inter alia, the Committee 
will be informed on the IODE-WESTPAC Conference deliberations. Experience in developing contacts with the relevant 
UNESCO and IOC Regional Committees and with the IODE National Contacts will be brought to the Committee’s 
attention (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/8).  Information on the successful implementation of the data and information 
management projects in Eastern and Western Africa (RECOSCIX-WIO and ODINAFRICA) will be provided under 
Agenda Item 7.3.3. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to assess the progress made by the regional coordinators, to 
restate their role within the IODE system and to identify ways and means to strengthen their 
position. 
ACTION – Recommendations on how to strengthen regional cooperation in data and 
information management and cooperation with global programmes. 

 
 
4. STATUS OF DATA FLOW AND DATA MONITORING PROCEDURES 
 

The Committee will be informed of the developments and issues relating to the various data flow and data 
monitoring activities undertaken by IODE programs.  
 
4.1 NOPS – STATUS AND FUTURE OF ‘RESEARCH SHIP INFORMATION AND SCHEDULES’ 
 

NOPS are prepared by Member States to inform other Member States on planned research cruises and/or ocean 
research programmes. NOPs can be considered as an early notice to the IODE system that data can be expected. They can 
also help to develop co-operative programmes.  It is recalled that, during IODE-XV, Dr. F. Webster offered to load  the 
NOPs on the OCEANIC web server (as part of the ‘Research Ship Information and Schedules’ service 
http://oceanic.cms.udel.edu/ships/default.htm ) in order to provide the information to the Member States in a more timely 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/cl1651 english.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/IODE16-Inf2.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.7.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iochtm/giode15/giode161.htm#E7E652
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.8.pdf
http://oceanic.cms.udel.edu/ships/default.htm
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fashion. The Committee will be informed about the number of NOPs submitted to the IOC during the inter-sessional 
period (and forwarded to OCEANIC)(Document IOC/IODE-XVI/10).  In this regard reference will be made to the 
concern expressed during IODE-XV that in spite of all efforts there had been little or no increase in the number of 
participating Member States and presented statistics of the NOPs announcements for 1976-1995. 

 
 
Based on the information provided, the Committee will be requested to determine if the IODE  
NOPs programme should continue.  If a decision is made to continue with NOPs, the Committee 
will be requested to develop a plan for strengthening the programme to ensure that it is a useful 
activity. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to determine if the NOPS program should continue. 
 If a continuation is recommended, the Committee will be requested to develop concrete actions 
to strengthen the NOPs activity. 

 
4.2 STATUS OF THE MEDI PILOT PROJECT AND FUTURE ACTIONS 
 

Recalling Recommendation IODE-XV.1, the Committee will be provided with a report on the MEDI Pilot 
Project (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/11).  The Committee will be informed of the development of the MEDI Pilot Project 
including the MEDI software, the proposed Partnership with GCMD, and future proposed plans.  A demonstration of the 
MEDI software will be provided. The Committee will be asked to comment on the progress of the MEDI Pilot Project and 
to recommend further action.  
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to review the progress of the MEDI Pilot Project 
and to recommend further action. 

 
4.3 ROLE OF IODE IN OCEAN SCIENCE AND MONITORING PROGRAMMES 
 
 A multitude of ocean science and monitoring programmes are being implemented at the national, regional and 
global level. To what extent are these programmes involving IODE Data Centres in the management of their data or in the 
development of their data products? Is IODE sufficiently known or recognized as the appropriate mechanism to assist 
with quality control, processing, archiving of these data? Is IODE considered when such programmes develop their data 
management plan (if such is actually developed)? Member States will be requested to inform the Committee of their 
experiences in this regard. 
  

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to recommend ways to improve the role of  IODE 
in ocean science and monitoring programmes. 

 
4.4 IODE DATA FLOW & DATA MONITORING MECHANISMS: FUTURE ACTIONS TO IMPROVE THEM 

 
The IODE program has developed a range of data flow and data monitoring programmes including NOPs, the 

Cruise Summary Report (CSR) previously known as ROSCOP and the Marine Environmental Data Inventory (MEDI).  In 
addition to this IODE has worked with IGOSS in establishing a mechanism for the monitoring of ocean temperature and 
salinity data as part of the Global Temperature and Salinity Profile Programme (GTSPP). 
 

Efforts with GTSPP in particular have demonstrated the successful integration of near real-time and delayed 
mode data stream monitoring and it is stated that this model needs to be used to support the increasing needs of the GOOS 
and GCOS communities.  IODE can play an important role in data monitoring and data flow within these major global 
programmes, especially in the data archiving and data inventory areas.  It is important that the efforts of the past be 
incorporated into any new process and that NOPs. CSRs, and MEDI be further developed and integrated to provide an 
integrated platform for supporting IODE and other programme needs.  

 
 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.10.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iochtm/giode15/giode161.htm#E7E706
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.11.pdf


IOC/IODE-XVI/2 prov. 
                Page 5 

 
The Committee will be requested to provide direction for the continued development and integration of the 

existing IODE data flow and data monitoring activities in light of the increasing needs to track data within the ‘end-to-end 
data management activities of GOOS/GCOS.  This ‘direction’ should provide the basis for work by GETADE and 
GEMIM in particular and the relevant NODC’s to ensure the effective integration and strengthening of the data 
monitoring and data flow activities. 
   

 
The Committee will be requested to provide a mechanism for the creation of a strategic plan to 
support the convergence of existing data flow and data monitoring activities to better support the 
demands of developing ‘end-to-end’ data management streams, especially those from GOOS and 
GCOS. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to provide direction on the establishment of a 
strategic plan for integrating the various data flow and data monitoring activities. 

 
 
5. CO-OPERATION AND ACTIVITIES RELATED TO GOOS 
 

IODE has worked with many global programmes over the years and has played a role in the development process 
of creating the Global Ocean Observing System.  GOOS has now developed considerable momentum since IODE -XV 
and the Committee will be requested to revisit IODE’s cooperation and support of GOOS in the light of the progress 
made.  Major efforts have been made in identifying criteria for the data needs of the various components of GOOS.  The 
Committee will be requested to further develop its strategy to support GOOS and propose concrete actions for this 
support.  
 
5.1 DATA REQUIREMENTS FOR GOOS MODULES 
 

Considerable efforts have been made by the GOOS/GCOS communities to specify the data requirements to 
support the various GOOS modules.  In particular CLIVAR and OOPC have developed criteria for data collection 
strategies to meet GOOS objectives.  IODE needs to look at ways of addressing these requirements within the IODE 
program.   
 

The Committee will be asked to review these requirements and develop strategies for IODE to address the 
GOOS/GCOS data requirements.  The committee may wish to form an ad-hoc group to assist in developing draft 
strategies for IODE to support the non real-time management and exchange of relevant data to meet GOOS/GCOS 
requirements.   
 

 
The Committee will be requested to establish a mechanism to implement a structure to support 
relevant components of the non-real time data management and exchange of marine data in 
support of the GOOS/GCOS communities. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to develop a plan by which the data management 
and exchange of non-real time data arising from GOOS/GCOS systems can be supported within 
IODE.  The result of this plan will be a strategy for IODE to provide support to the 
GOOS/GCOS communities.  

 
5.2 RESULTS OF THE GOOS/GCOS IMPLEMENTATION MEETINGS 
 

There is consensus among the sponsoring bodies and the general community that GOOS must be developed, 
where possible, from the existing meteorological and oceanographic service programs.  In support of this the relevant 
international programs have held meetings to discuss how the GOOS objectives can be met through their existing 
activities and to develop a suitable framework and structure for implementation without duplication of effort.  
 

The initial Workshop on the Implementation of Global Ocean Observations for GOOS/GCOS was held in 
Sydney, Australia (4-7 March 1998)(Document IOC-WMO-UNEP-ICSU/Impl-I/3).  A second Session on the 
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Implementation of Global Ocean Observations for GOOS/GCOS was held in Paris, France (30 November 1998) 
Document IOC-WMO-UNEP-ICSU/Impl-II/3. 
 

The Committee will be invited to comment on the reports of the Implementation Meetings and to discuss the role 
of the IODE Representative on the Interim Implementation Advisory Group and the role of IODE within the overall 
GOOS programme. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to provide comments on the IODE’s representatives’ role in the 
GOOS/GCOS Implementation Meetings and provide advice on how best to pursue this ‘role’. 
The Committee will also be requested to determine its overall role in the GOOS programme.  
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to develop an ‘IODE position’ on the role of the 
IODE Representative in the GOOS/GCOS Implementation meetings. 

 
5.3 RESULTS OF THE IODE/GOOS MEETING 
 
 A brief meeting of was held in conjunction with GETADE-VIII at NASA’s Goddard Space Flight Centre, 
Greenbelt, Maryland on 20 March, 2000 (Document  IOC/IODE-TADE-VIII/3 Annex V) to discuss issues relating to 
metadata systems.  The meeting included representatives of IODE, GOOS, GCMD and the Global Observing System 
Information Center (GOSIC) and provided an Action Plan for the convergence of the metadata activities of each of these 
groups.  One of the outcomes of the meeting was the offer by the Australian Oceanographic Data centre to investigate the 
possibility of hosting a GCMD node that would be devoted to ocean data metadata information on behalf of IODE. 
 
 The Committee will be provided with information on the meeting and will be asked to discuss the closer 
collaboration with GCMD, GOOS and GOSIC in the area of metadata.  The Committee will also be asked to approve the 
proposals developed at this meeting that included working with GOSIC to develop a metadata directory supporting GOOS 
needs. 
 

    
The Committee will be requested to approve the collaboration with GOSIC, GOOS and GCMD 
in the development of an integrated and compatible metadata system and approve the work plan 
for implementing this collaborative activity. The Committee will also be requested to approve the 
proposal by the Australian Oceanographic Data Centre (AODC) to host a GCMD node, 
maintaining metadata specifically describing marine data sets in support of IODE marine data 
directory needs. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to approve the metadata collaboration proposals 
and the proposal by AODC to host a marine data node of GCMD on behalf of IODE. 

 
5.4 RESULTS OF THE GOOS STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING IN RELATION TO IODE 
 

At its recent meeting (Paris May, 2000), the GOOS Steering Committee (GSC) re-iterated its view that 
IODE has an important role to play in the GOOS Program.  The GSC feels that IODE provides a vital component in 
the area of long term data archiving and supports a vital component of the ‘end-to-end’ data management process 
such as with the Joint Global Temperature and Salinity Profile Programme (GTSPP). 

 
The Director of the GOOS Project Office will be requested to report on the most recent GOOS Steering 

Committee in general, and on the GSC’s views on cooperation with IODE in particular. The Committee will be 
requested to comment, recommend actions to increase collaboration between IODE and GOOS, and define the 
direction of such collaboration. 
 

 
ACTION - The Committee will be requested to comment, recommend actions to increase 
collaboration between IODE and GOOS, and define the direction of such collaboration. 

 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/ggetade8.pdf
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5.5 IODE / JCOMM INTERACTION 
 

Recently the IOC and WMO have created the Joint IOC/WMO Committee on Oceanography and Marine 
Meteorology (JCOMM).  JCOMM incorporates the previous WMO Committee on Marine Meteorology (CMM) and the 
Joint IOC/WMO Committee in Integrated Global Ocean Services System (IGOSS) and is widely viewed as the 
mechanism to provide the necessary coordination and direction for future developments of the existing programs to meet 
GOOS/GCOS requirements.  The Committee will be provided with some background on the creation of JCOMM (Doc. 
IOC/IODE-XVI/13). 
 

IODE has participated in the interim meetings of JCOMM, assisting with the formation of the new Commission 
and will participate in the meetings of JCOMM as an associated organization rather than being a component of JCOMM.  
The Committee will be invited to comment on IODE’s relationship with JCOMM and its participation in JCOMM 
activities.  In particular the Committee needs to review its operation of the Joint IODE/IGOSS Global Temperature and 
Salinity Pilot Programme (GTSPP) and approve the continuation of this program with JCOMM and also to approve the 
continuation of the End-to-End Data Management Steering Committee. 
 

In this context, the Committee should review the advantages and disadvantages of being merged with JCOMM or 
if IODE should maintain its present organisational and reporting structure totally within IOC. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to determine its future role in relation to the creation of 
JCOMM and determine if there are advantages to marine data management in becoming a 
component of JCOMM rather than a cooperative partner. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to determine the appropriate level for cooperation 
with JCOMM. 

 
 
6. STANDARD AND NOT YET ROUTINELY EXCHANGED DATA TYPES 
 
6.1 REMOTELY SENSED DATA 
 
 In the past IODE has developed linkages with the Committee for Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) although 
recently contact has been minimal.  The in situ data managed in the IODE system is an important source of ground truth 
data for the remote sensing community and as such the Committee may wish to discuss the benefits of continuing and 
enhancing contact with the remote sensing community.  The Committee will also be asked to comment on the role of 
IODE in remotely sensed data and what IODE could do to strengthen its activities in this area. 
 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be requested to review its position regarding support for remotely 
sensed data and its contact with the remote sensing community.  The Committee will be asked to 
develop a specific strategy and plan to support any activity or project in this area. 

 
6.2 BIOLOGICAL AND CHEMICAL DATA 
 

The need for biological and chemical data has been recognized as critical in understanding the role the ocean 
plays as a sink for atmospheric carbon dioxide and its impact on climate change. There are difficulties inherent with 
rescuing and managing chemical and biological data. The bio-geochemical properties are more complex and variable than 
physical variables with respect to measurement protocols and standardization. Regardless of these problems, these data 
types are keys for biological resource management and assessment (e.g., ecological system replacement of fisheries and 
fisheries management), support studies of ocean biodiversity, help evaluate the impact of anthropogenic activities on the 
oceans, bio-geochemical models (initialization, validation, setting boundary conditions and assimilation), and validation 
of satellite measurements. 

 
Given the paucity of biological and chemical data, the variable required for understanding some of the climate 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.13.pdf
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change issues are nutrients (nitrate, phosphate, silicate, ammonia, nitrite), carbon (partial pressure of carbon dioxide, total 
carbon dioxide, chlorophyll, plankton), rate measurements (primary production). 

 
The IOC-EC-BSH-NOAA (WDC-A) sponsored International Workshop on Oceanographic Biological and 

Chemical Data Management identified the need for biological and chemical oceanographic data and recommended the 
standardization of biological data collection, development of chemical and biological oceanographic data management 
with specific actions at the project and archiving level, dissemination of knowledge and expertise in biological and 
chemical data collection and management. The Workshop also identified the need to attract resources for biological and 
chemical data management. 
 

 
ACTION:  The Committee will be invited to develop ideas and activities to support the efforts 
for rescuing and managing biological and chemical data and may wish to consider the 
establishment of a pilot project to deal with these issues. 

 
6.3 POLLUTION DATA 
 

The impact of man on the coastal and open ocean waters is critical for all IOC Member States. The introduction 
of pollutants from rivers into the coastal oceans can effect the environment by destroying valuable fisheries resources, 
spawn toxic phytoplankton blooms, cause accumulation of pesticides in the marine food web, etc. 

 
Pollutants can be classified as naturally occurring nutrients, heavy metals, transformed (fertilizers and waste 

materials) or synthesized (pesticides, chlorinated hydrocarbons). Therefore, it is critical to develop baseline information 
on some of these naturally occurring pollutants in order to evaluate the impact of anthropogenic activities on ocean 
ecosystems. In addition, there is a need to study the concentration and effect of these compounds on marine organisms. 
With an increase in the human population, the oceans are becoming an increasingly important source of food and maybe 
water. 

 
ACTION:  The Committee will be asked to look at developingor enhancing capabilities for 
managing marine pollution data within the IODE system especially in relation to GIPME 
requirements. The Committee may also wish to allocate priorities to the types of data as part of 
the process of developing capabilities to support other programmes including GOOS. 

 
6.4 COASTAL DATA 
 

Marine data from the coastal zone has been identified by a number of international programs as being essential to 
meet UNCLOS, UNCED and GOOS/GCOS/GTOS requirements.  The importance of the coastal zone to individual 
member countries is also increasing as a result of population demands and pressures from conflicting use requirements. 
IODE has previously identified coastal data as a high priority.  The Committee may wish to identify positive actions that 
IODE can take to improve coastal zone data management and exchange. 
 

The Committee will be invited to express its views on strengthening coastal data management activities within 
IODE.  It will also be requested to support closer working linkages with other groups such as the International 
Geosphere/Biosphere Program (IGBP) on Land/Ocean Interaction in the Coastal Zone (LOICZ), the Coastal Module of 
GOOS and the coastal activities of the Global Terrestrial Observing System (GTOS).  The Committee will be invited to 
consider ways improve linkages with these relevant coastal zone programmes including the development of a joint pilot 
project on coastal zone data management. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to provide views on mechanisms to strengthen IODE’s 
activities in supporting the management of coastal zone data. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to develop a collaborative plan with the Coastal 
Module of GOOS, LOICZ and relevant components of GTOS and to develop a pilot project with 
these groups to enhance collaboration. 
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7. PROGRAMME MATTERS 
 
7.1 GROUPS OF EXPERTS 
 
7.1.1 Group of Experts on Technical Aspects of Data Exchange (GETADE) 
 

The Seventh Session of the IODE Group of Experts on TADE took place in Dublin, Ireland from 20-22 October 
1997 in conjunction with the Ocean Data Symposium. That was the first meeting of the Group since the adoption by the 
Executive Council of IOC of its new Terms of Reference. 
 

The current Chair of the Group will present the Report of the Session (Document IOC/IODE-TADE-VII/3) and 
inform the Committee on intersessional activities that took place in 1998-1999. The Committee will also be presented 
with information about the Ocean Climate Data Symposium (15-18 October 1997, Dublin Castle, Ireland) and the 
recommendations of the Symposium will be brought to the attention of the Committee. 
 

The current Chair of the Group will inform the Committee of GETADE-VIII held at NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Centre, Greenbelt, Maryland on 20 March, 2000.  This meeting resulted in the development of a series of proposals 
and plans relating to the concept of ‘end-to-end data management that may have a significant impact on the future 
direction of IODE (Doc. IOC/IODE-TADE–VIII/3).  The Committee will be informed of these proposals and of the 
efforts of GETADE members in progressing these concepts.  More detailed information on this will be provided under 
Agenda Item 8.   
 

The Committee will discuss the outcomes of the two GETADE Meetings and the recommendations from these 
meetings.  In particular, the Committee will be requested to comment on, and approve the project proposals and 
recommend ways to implement the GE-TADE-VIII workplan. 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to approve the GE-TADE work plan and 
recommendations, and recommend ways and means to implement the workplan. 

 
7.1.2 Group of Experts on Marine Information Management (GEMIM) 
 

The Chair of the IODE Group of Experts on Marine Information Management will present the report of the Sixth 
Session of GE-MIM held in Washington DC, USA, 31 May  - 3 June 1999 (Document IOC/IODE-MIM-VI/3). 
 

The Committee will be informed about the Group's inter-sessional achievements (between GEMIM-V and 
GEMIM-VI and between GEMIM-VI and IODE-XVI) with regard to the development of a database of IOC publications, 
electronic document delivery over the Internet, development of software for electronic library catalogue building,  MEDI, 
and development of training tools for serving bibliographic databases over Intranet/Internet. Progress in the GLODIR 
project will be reported under Agenda Item 7.2.2. 
 

Brief information will be provided on the continued development of regional marine information networks in 
developing countries, especially in Africa. Detailed information on this subject will be provided under Agenda item 
7.3.3.1. 

 
The Committee will be informed about the continuing collaboration and participation of the IOC in 

ASFIS/ASFA. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to approve recommendations of the GEMIM-VI meeting, 
comment on project proposals and recommend ways and means to implement the GEMIM-VI 
work plan. 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to support proposals for the implementation of 
proposed GEMIM activities. 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/ggetade8.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/ggemim06.pdf
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7.1.3 Steering Group on IGOSS/IODE End-to-End Data Management  
 

At IODE-XV the Committee adopted Recommendation IODE-XV.4 resulting in the IGOSS-IODE Global 
Temperature-Salinity Pilot Project becoming a permanent operational programme. The Joint IGOSS-IODE Steering 
Group on GTSPP at its Fourth Session (16-19 April 1996, Washington, DC, USA) decided that a new name for the 
activity would be IGOSS-IODE Global Temperature-Salinity Profile Programme and the acronym GTSPP be kept as it is. 
 

The IODE Officers Meeting in Goa, India, 10-13 February 1998 agreed that the level of co-ordination of GTSPP 
should be changed and recommended that the GTSPP Steering Group should become the Steering Group for IGOSS-
IODE End-to-End Data Management Systems. The Terms of Reference of the revised Group were discussed and 
approved. 
 

The Chairman of the Steering Group will review almost 10 years of the GTSPP implementation and present the 
activities of the Group since the time it has become a permanent IGOSS and IODE programme (Document IOC/IODE-
XVI/16). Other basic documents for discussion and information will be reports of the GTSPP Steering Group and of the 
IGOSS/IODE Steering Group on End-to-End Data management Systems, as well as a publication “GTSPP - Overview 
and Future” issued by UNESCO in 1998.   

 
The Committee will be requested to review the Terms of Reference of the ‘IGOSS’/IODE Steering Group on 

End-to-End Data Management Systems in light of developments in technology, the ‘end-to-end’ data management views 
of GETADE-VIII and the developing requirements from the GOOS, GCOS and CLIVAR communities.  The Committee 
may wish to form an ad-hoc group to determine a number of options for specific activities or pilot projects as proposals 
for this Steering Group   

 
The Committee will also be requested to approve the continuation of the Steering Group as a joint program with 

the newly created JCOMM. 
 

 
The Committee will be requested to approve the Terms of Reference of the Steering Group, 
based on the views of IODE Officers and any further proposals resulting from recent 
developments.  The Committee will also be requested to provide an indication of priorities for 
future activities of the Group, in particular determine ‘new’ data streams for the Group to work 
on. The Committee will also be asked to approve the continuation of the Group with the change 
from IGOSS to JCOMM as the collaborative partner. 
ACTION – The Committee will modify the Terms of Reference of the Steering Group as 
appropriate to new developments and requirements and provide the Group with priority 
activities for future developments.  The Committee will also approve continuation of the 
Steering Group in collaboration with JCOMM.  

 
7.2 IODE PRODUCTS AND SERVICES 
 
7.2.1 Global Oceanographic Data Archeology and Rescue Project (GODAR) 
 

1998 marked the completion of the first phase of the GODAR project with the release of the World Ocean 
Database 1998 CD-ROMs and relevant publications. During the six years of the GODAR implementation, six regional 
workshops were held in different regions of the world which helped identify many datasets which have not been 
previously available and laid the groundwork for a major upgrading and modernization of the ocean data management 
systems at many institutions. The first phase of GODAR was culminated by the International GODAR Review Conference 
(IGRC) that took place in Silver Spring, MD, USA from 12-15 July 1999. The Conference summed up the results of the 
first phase and furnished guidance for future GODAR activities. 
 

The GODAR Project Leader will present a report (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/17) describing the results of the 
GODAR project since its inception and bring the recommendations of the IGRC for consideration and approval. The 
IODE National Co-ordinators will inform the Committee of their national and regional experiences in implementing 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.16.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.16.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.17.pdf
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GODAR and the plans for the future.  The GODAR Project Leader will present Document IOC/IODE-XVI/18 (Project 
Proposal – The World Ocean Database). IODE Regional Coordinators may wish to propose GODAR projects for their 
regions or countries. 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be requested to consider proposals for follow-up to the first 
phase of GODAR and invite Member States and organizations to contribute to and expand 
collaboration with the project.  The Committee will also be asked to approve any proposals for 
regional GODAR activities, taking into account resource requirements and availability. 

 
7.2.2 Marine Information Management (MIM) Products and Services 
 

The Committee will be given an overview of the information services and products developed and maintained 
within the framework of MIM and will be given an overview of the wide range of publications produced by the IODE 
during the inter-sessional period (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/19). Special attention will be given to the Internet-based 
Global Directory of Marine (and Freshwater) Professionals (GLODIR). Details on the IOC Electronic Library will also be 
provided under this agenda item. 
 

The Committee will be informed about the progress of UNESCO inter-sectoral cooperation between  UNESCO’s 
Communication and Information Sector and IOC with regard to marine information management.  

 
 
ACTION: The Committee will be requested to comment on the available information products 
and services including the Electronic Library system and GLODIR and propose ways to 
improve these products and to increase their accessibility.   

 
7.2.3 Future IODE Products and Services 
 
 The Committee will be requested to provide a view on the need for additional Products and Services to support 
the broad user community.  The Committee may wish to discuss the development of additional products and services to 
meet the needs outside the traditional IODE user community.  This may include support for coastal activities and require 
closer collaboration with other groups. In this regard reference will be made to Document IOC/IODE-XVI/14 (User 
Survey proposal) which proposes a survey questionnaire to better identify user needs for marine data and information. The 
survey should be mailed to the widest possible range of users. 
 

 
The Committee will be invited to provide guidance on the development of additional MIM 
services and products, based on user needs. 
ACTION – the Committee will develop a plan of products and services needed to meet user 
requirements and will be requested to approve the survey. 

 
7.3 CAPACITY BUILDING 
 
7.3.1 Training Tools: OceanPC, Resource Kit CD-ROM and Others 
 

The Committee will be informed about the discussions during the IODE Officers Meeting (Goa, India, 10-13 
February 1998, Document IOC/INF-1102) where the officers recommended the development of a computer-based tool, 
based on the ODINEA CD-ROM, which will be called 'IODE Resource Kit', and that will complement and follow-up 
IODE training activities. The Resource Kit will also include most of the existing OceanPC components or tools. 

 
The Committee will be presented with a demonstration of the 'IODE Resource Kit' pilot CD-ROM (described 

also in Document IOC/IODE-XVI/20) and will be asked to approve its use as the core of IODE’s future capacity building, 
training and related capacity building activities.  The Committee will also be asked to comment on the coverage of the 
Resource Kit, provide advice on its future development and approve the expenditure of IODE funds to further develop 
and disseminate the Kit. 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.18.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.19.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.14.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/i1102.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.20.pdf
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ACTION – The Committee will be requested to  propose a development plan for future 
development, enhancement and distribution of the IODE Resource Kit. The Committee will be 
asked to consider the role of the IODE Resource Kit as an important component of future IODE 
training courses. 

 
7.3.2 Training Activities in Marine Data and Information Management 
 

During the intersessional period, the Member States succeeded in implementing a wide range of training courses 
and workshops in ocean data management of a special and general nature. More than 50 trainees received training and 
more than ten training exercises were carried out in Africa, Asia, Europe and South America. The Course Summary 
Reports will be made available to the Committee. Advisory missions have been arranged to a few Member States, to help 
them to establish marine data collection and management infrastructures. As a result, new data centres have been 
established. 
 

The Vice-Chairman of the IOC Committee on IODE will inform the Committee on the implementation of the 
training programme during the intersessional period (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/21). He will identify benefits and 
constraints in using a regional approach in the training programme and will recommend new approaches for increasing 
course effectiveness. In addition, he will report on the results of an evaluation of the IODE/TEMA activities in order to 
identify the effectiveness of training, identify shortcomings and success stories (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/22). 
 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be requested to consider the training activities, to review the various 
constraints that have hampered the effective participation of developing countries in the regional 
implementation of the programmes and to provide guidance for the training activities to be planned for 
the next intersessional period. Proposals for training activities during the next inter-sessional period will 
be invited. 
 

 
7.3.3 Regional Data and Information networks/programmes 
 
7.3.3.1 RECOSCIX-WIO; RECOSCIX-CEA 

 
The Committee will be informed about the support received from the Government of Flanders for the 

development of a RECOSCIX-CEA network serving the IOCEA region, as well as for the continued operation of 
RECOSCIX-WIO within the framework of the ODINEA project (see also under Agenda Item 3.4) and on the progress 
made. 
 

The RECOSCIX-WIO regional co-ordinator will report on the discussions during the IOC/LUC/KMFRI 
Workshop on RECOSCIX-WIO in the Year 2000 and Beyond, held in Mombasa, Kenya between 12 and 17 April 1999 
(IOC Workshop Report No. 156). The Workshop brought together the information provider (librarians) and information 
user (scientist) communities from the RECOSCIX-WIO co-operating institutions in the IOCINCWIO region with the 
objective to review the achievements and failures of the RECOSCIX-WIO project between 1989 and 1999 and to make 
recommendations for the future. The Workshop made clear recommendations for the future development of the 
RECOSCIX-WIO network and drafted a detailed project proposal (Doc IOC/IODE-XVI/15). The Committee will be 
informed on how these recommendations were incorporated into the new ODINAFRICA-II project (Agenda Item 7.3.3.2) 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to consider the need for RECOSCIX networks in 
other regions and to identify ways and means to develop and support such networks, as 
appropriate. 

 
 
 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.21.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.22.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.15.pdf
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7.3.3.2 ODINEA & ODINAFRICA-II 
 
 The ODINEA/ODINAFRICA-II Regional Coordinator for the IOCINCWIO region will provide an overview of 
the ODINEA project (1998-2000) financed jointly by IOC and the Government of Flanders. The Committee will be 
requested to note the establishment of NODCs or DNAs in all ODINEA participating Member States including Kenya, 
Madagascar, Mauritius, Mozambique, Seychelles and Tanzania as well as a secondary data centre in South Africa. He will 
report that, as a result of the success of the ODINEA project, the Government of Flanders recently approved the 
ODINAFRICA-II (Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa – Second Phase) project. This project, with a duration 
of 4 years, and a budget of USD 4 million, will focus on the development of marine data and information management 
capacity in 20 African IOC Member States covering Northern, Western, Southern and Eastern Africa. (Document 
IOC/IODE-XVI/26) 
 
 The ODINAFRICA-II Regional Coordinator for the IOCEA and Northern Africa region will report on the 
discussions and decisions of the First ODINAFRICA-II Planning Workshop, that was held in Dakar, Senegal between 2 
and 4 May 2000. (IOC Workshop Report No. 167). Despite the substantial support already provided by the Government 
of Flanders and the IOC, Member States have clearly stated the need to involve more African Member States in the 
project. The Committee will be requested to recommend ways and means to identify financial resources to enable this. In 
order to ensure high quality capacity building the project will require national as well as international expertise. Member 
States will be invited to provide such expertise as a contribution to the project, including short-term training experts as 
well as by hosting interns. 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to consider ways to complement support to the 
project to enable the expansion of the ODINAFRICA-II Partnership. The Committee will 
request Member States to provide experts to assist in the implementation of the project. 

 
7.3.3.3 MEDAR/MEDATLAS 
 
 The MEDAR/MEDATLAS-II Coordinator will provide the Committee with a progress report on the 
MEDAR/MEDATLAS-II project.  
 
7.3.3.4 Other regions 
 
 Regional Co-ordinators will be invited to submit project proposals for regional data and/or information 
management networks/programmes. 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to considerproject proposals for regional data 
and/or information management networks. 

 
 
8 USE OF NEW MANAGEMENT, EXCHANGE AND DELIVERY TECHNOLOGIES IN THE IODE 

SYSTEM 
 

During the inter-sessional period there has been a significant number of developments in the information 
technology industry.  Many of these have helped improve the management and exchange of marine data and information.  
The Committee will be informed of some of these developments and may wish to discuss their impact on IODE activities 
and how IODE can best take advantage of these technological improvements. 
 
8.1 END-TO-END DATA MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK AND ITS IMPORTANCE FOR THE FUTURE OF 

IODE 
 

The Committee will be informed of recent technology developments, specifically Internet based technologies that 
provide considerable support for the concept of ‘end-to-end’ data management. Information will be provided on the 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.26.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/w167.pdf
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concept of using these new technologies as components or ‘building blocks’ to create an information framework for 
marine data, resulting in a fully integrated marine data management system.  The initial steps that have been taken by 
some data centres, especially the NODC of Russia will be described and a future ‘vision’ to improve data management 
and exchange through the implementation of these technologies will be provided.  The Committee is referred to the 
document titled “End-to-End Data Management Framework and its Importance to the Future of  IOC”  (Document 
IOC/IODE-XVI/23 and IOC/IODE-XVI/12). 
 

The Committee will be asked to comment on these technology developments and also on the proposal for the 
creation of a marine data framework based on these Internet technologies to support a fully integrated ‘end-to-end marine 
data management system.  The Committee may wish to form an ad-hoc group to develop a strategy and a process to 
implement these framework concepts in conjunction with the major user groups, especially GOOS.      
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to review the technology developments presented 
to them and consider ways that they can be effectively utilized in IODE activities.  The 
Committee will be asked to comment on, and approve the concept of building a marine data 
framework to support the end-to-end data management concept using the new technology 
developments and undertaking this activity in conjunction with the GOOS community 

 
8.2 IODE AND THE WWW 

 
The use of the Internet and its WWW by an increasing number of data centres and the rapid growth of WWW-

oriented technologies offer substantial benefits to the IODE community. In this regard, special reference is made to the 
'open architecture’ and 'platform independence' approach that is leading towards the development of applications which 
utilizes a uniform user interface software (a web browser). This approach offers benefits and can be used with or without 
Internet connectivity and substantially reduces the need to develop multiple versions of applications for the various 
operating systems and hardware platforms. 
 
 The Member States will be requested to report to the Committee on their experience and available expertise on 
web-based user servicing.  Reference is also made to Agenda Item 8.2.3. 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be invited to consider ways and means to ensure availability  
to all IODE Member States of Internet (WWW) based technology for user servicing.  

 
8.2.1 IODE Programme Presence on the WWW 
 

The Committee will be given a virtual tour of the recently redesigned IODE website, and will be asked to 
comment on the concept, design, and user friendliness of the site. The Committee shall be informed about the visit 
statistics to the IODE web site for 1998/1999. Reference is made to Document IOC/IODE-XVI/24 (IODE’s web 
presence). 
 

The Committee will be requested to provide guidance on possible ways and means to assure the continued 
development and maintenance of the web site (taking into consideration the staff situation at the IOC Secretariat and funds 
available).  The Committee will also be requested to provide advice on ways of  increasing the visibility of the IODE web 
site and increasing visits to the site.  Consideration should be given to the distributed capabilities provided by the Internet 
and the Committee may wish to consider a mechanism for distributing’ the workload of operating and developing the web 
site. 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to review the IODE web site presented to them 
and provide advice as to its further development.  The Committee may wish to consider taking 
advantage of the ‘distributed’ capabilities of the Internet and propose mechanisms for sharing 
the workload for the operation and further development of the IODE web site.  

 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.23.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.12.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.24.pdf


IOC/IODE-XVI/2 prov. 
                Page 15 

 
 
8.2.2 IODE Data Centre Presence on the WWW 
 

The Committee will be provided with information about NODC web sites and will be requested to examine ways 
of improving the linkage between the NODC’s and IODE’s website to create a more unified perspective of the IODE 
system.  At the present time few NODCs hosting a web site provide a perspective of the IODE programme.  The 
Committee will be asked to investigate ways of providing a perspective to the user community that NODCs work together 
in the IODE programme in a cooperative way, benefiting the user. 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to define recommendations to NODC’s to 
increase the visibility and awareness for the IODE system through their websites.. 

  
8.2.3 IODE Data and Information Portal 
 

The Internet portal is a technology that is gaining increasing acceptance within the business community and other 
areas.  A portal is a mechanism for providing a ‘single’ point of entry for information.  Within an IODE context a portal 
would provide a ‘single’ point of access for marine data and information.  This concept has the potential to improve the 
way in which IODE provides its data, products and services. 
 

The Committee will be provided with information on Internet portals and may wish to discuss the potential 
benefits to the IODE program of establishing an IODE portal.  The Committee may also wish to develop a strategy for the 
creation of an IODE Portal and provide advice to GETADE on its development. 
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to review the information provided to them on 
Internet portals and determine if this is an appropriate mechanism for improving IODE’s 
ability to support the user community.  The Committee will be asked if it is appropriate for 
GETADE to develop a strategy for the creation of an IODE portal. 

 
8.3 DEVELOPMENT OF A MARINE XML 
 

The Committee will be informed of the development by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C) of a 
specification for the eXtensible Markup Language (XML) and how XML could be used by the marine data community to 
improve data management and exchange (Doc. IOC/IODE-XVI/25 “Development of a Marine XML”).  The Committee 
will also be informed of the recent development of a consortium proposal to support the management process of 
developing a marine data XML specification. 
 

The Committee will be asked to review the information provided and determine if this is a form of technology 
that would benefit IODE activities.  The Committee will also be asked if IODE should participate in the Marine XML 
Consortium and assist in the development of this capability.  
 

 
ACTION – The Committee will be requested to approve IODE’s membership of the Marine 
XML Consortium and approve the expenditure of the funds necessary for this purpose. 

 
8.4 REPORTS ON NEW TECHNOLOGIES WITH RELEVANCE TO IODE 
 
 Member States will be requested to inform the Committee of their knowledge or experience of new technologies 
which will be of use to IODE in the near future. The Committee will be requested to identify relevant technologies that 
require closer study and/or monitoring by the GETADE and/or GEMIM. 
  
 
 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.25.pdf
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9. IOC OCEANOGRAPHIC DATA EXCHANGE POLICY 
 

The Committee will be informed of the progress in developing an IOC Data Exchange Policy, in particular the 
outcome of the Ad-Hoc Group of Experts Meeting on IOC Data Exchange Policy (May 2000, Document IOC/INF-
1144) and the discussions on this policy at the 33rd Session of the IOC Executive Council (June 2000).
 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be invited to assess the implications that adopting any 
proposed changes to the current policy may have on the effectiveness of IODE programs
 

 
 
10. REVIEW OF THE IODE SYSTEM  
 

The methods of processing, managing and exchanging marine data and information and the marine user 
communities needs have changed considerably since IODE was formed in 1961. However, the basic structure and 
operation of IODE has remained largely unchanged.  In addition to this, changes in technologies are occurring rapidly, to 
a point where there are now major developments occurring in the time between the IODE Committee meetings.  IODE 
needs to be able to adapt more rapidly and take advantages of these changes.  In addition to this, and more importantly, 
the user community is also changing rapidly.  For example, the development of GOOS has come a long way since IODE-
XV and because IODE moves slowly, it is unable to quickly respond to changing needs. 
 

The beginning of the new millennium provides an opportunity to review the present IODE system and structure. 
The Chairman will provide a brief review of IODE activities, structure and processes as well as presenting a general 
proposal to the Committee on how IODE might operate in the future to better respond to these changes (Document 
IOC/IODE-XVI/27).  

 
The Committee may wish to consider this proposal and may also wish to form an ad hoc working group during 

the session to assist with drafting a proposal concerning the future of IODE activities and any possible restructuring to 
improve IODE’s ability to meet the users needs.  
 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be asked to discuss the proposal presented by the Chairman and 
may wish to form an ad-hoc group to develop these concepts further for presentation to the 
Committee and approval. 

 
                       
11. REQUIRED RESOURCES AND PLAN OF ACTION FOR 2000-2003  
                       

Under this Agenda Item, the IODE Technical Secretary will introduce to the Committee the Programme and 
Budget of UNESCO for the years 2000-2001, adopted by the UNESCO General Conference in November 1999 and the 
IOC Budget for the years 2000/2001 with emphasis on the IODE funding and taking into consideration received or 
expected extra-budgetary resources. 
 
 The Committee’s attention will be called to the continuing staff problem at the Secretariat. Since IODE-XV, Mr 
John Withrow and Dr Iouri Oliounine have left the IOC. Whereas Dr Maria Hood has been hired as a part-time consultant 
(GOOS/IODE) since July 1999, this is only a temporary appointment and still only brought the number of professional 
staff dealing with IODE to 1.5.  The Committee is requested to provide advice on ways and means to improve the 
professional staff situation of the IODE Secretariat. 
 

Based on this information and taking into account the discussions during the session of the programme activities, 
the Committee will propose the programme and budget for IODE for the years 2001-2003 to be submitted to the IOC 
Governing Bodies for approval. The Committee may wish to establish an ad hoc Working Group to assist the Chairman, 

http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/INF1144rev.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iocweb/iocpub/iocpdf/INF1144rev.pdf
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/iode16/documents/iode16.27.pdf
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Vice-Chairman and the Secretariat in developing this document. 
 

 
ACTION: The Committee will be asked to draft the workplan and budget for the next inter-
sessional period for submission to the 21st Session of the IOC Assembly. The Committee will be 
requested to provide advice on ways and means to improve the professional staff situation of 
the IODE Secretariat. 

 
 
12. PROMOTION OF IODE ACTIVITIES  
 

The Committee at its Fifteenth Session recommended a number of initiatives that could help in increasing the 
awareness of IODE. 
 

The Technical Secretary will inform the Committee of the progress achieved in implementing these initiatives 
(IGOSS-IODE Brochure was published, IODE was demonstrated at Expo’98, the IODE logo was developed, etc), will 
identify problems and recommend future actions.  The Committee will also be informed of the development of an IODE 
Folder.  This folder will be used to provide information on the IODE program to potential user groups and provide a 
general advertising mechanism in addition to the other initiatives. 
 

The Committee will be requested to consider ways to promote IODE taking into account the available resources. 
                      

 
ACTION: The Committee will be requested to review the existing promotional activities of 
IODE as presented at the meeting and advise on the use of these and the development of other 
initiatives to publicize IODE activities.  The Committee will be requested to approve the budget 
associated with these promotional activities.   

 
13. ELECTIONS 
 

The IODE Technical Secretary will review the rules and practical arrangements for the election of the Officers of 
the IOC Subsidiary Bodies as they are presented in Document IOC/INF-785, IOC Manual of 1989, Part I, Item 5 and in 
the Revised Rules of Procedure, as of June 1994 (Document IOC/EC-XXVII/Inf.1).  

 
The Committee will be invited to elect its Chairman and Vice-Chairman along these guidelines. 

 
14. DATE AND PLACE OF IODE-XVII 
 

The Committee will be invited to decide on the date and place of its Seventeenth Session and on any invitation 
from Member States to host the Session, bearing in mind that the inter-sessional period should be not less than 2 years and 
the Session should be arranged at the lowest possible cost to the IOC budget. 
 
15. ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY REPORT 
 

The Committee will be requested to adopt the draft Summary Report (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/3) with 
Resolutions and Recommendations therein. 

 
The Committee will also be invited to authorize the IODE Chair and Technical Secretary to submit the Summary 

Report with all Resolutions and Recommendations therein to the Twenty-First Session of the IOC Assembly planned for 
July 2001. 
                         
16. CLOSURE 
 

The Chairman will close the Session by 18:00 on Thursday 9th November 2000. 


