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OCEAN DATA AND INFORMATION NETWORK FOR THE CARIBBEAN AND 

SOUTH AMERICA REGION 
(ODINCARSA) 

PROGRESS REPORT 2003-2004 
 

by 
Rodney Martínez Güingla1 

Regional Coordinator for South America and the Caribbean 
ODINCARSA (IOC-IODE) 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
ODINCARSA was set up primarily as a mechanism for assessing the current and potential state of 
development of national data centers and to create the means for mutual capacity building in 
South America and the Caribbean. It further sought to develop a cooperation network for managing 
and exchanging oceanographic data and information within these regions. ODINCARSA is a 
network which is integrated by 19 IOC Member States: Argentina, Bahamas,  Barbados, Belize,  
Brazil, Colombia, Chile, Cuba,  Dominica, Ecuador, Haiti, Jamaica, Mexico, Nicaragua,  Panama, 
Peru, Saint Lucia,  Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela. 
 
During 2003 and 2004, several activities were achived: the Second Training course for regional 
trainers on data management (Cartagena, Colombia, October 2003),  a Planning workshop for 
Caribbean islands held in Barbados (December 2003). ODINCARSA motivated inside the countries 
positive responses to extend the provided training at national level, Venezuela, Chile and Colombia 
National Coordinators organized workshops and meetings related to Data management issues. 
 
ODINCARSA has provided through the different workshops, the necessary skills to strengthen the 
interaction between the National Oceanographic Data Centers, Marine Information centers and 
Libraries at the national and regional levels. The relevant institutions and contact persons have also 
been identified within the region that can help to consolidate ODINCARSA as a cooperative 
network.  
 
ODINCARSA has fostered working groups in the region to strengthen networking and share the 
existent capabilities between the Member States. One of these groups is the Latin American 
IAMSLIC Group, which is working with ODINCARSA on Marine Information Management issues with 
more than 27 libraries in the region. Other working groups have been working in regional products 
and services as the Regional Directory of Experts, the regional Ocean Portal and the Regional 
Libraries Catalogue, and the recently formed working group on Ocean Teacher translation to 
Spanish. 
 
ODINCARSA has completed successfully the first phase of the project. It has provided training, 
technology transfer in the region and it has compiled key information about the current status of 
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ocean data and information management capabilities, as well as the identification of relevant 
institutions and contact persons in South America and Caribbean regions. All these elements 
configure a propitious scenario to begin the second phase of the project.  
 
ODINCARSA II was launched during 2004, and now it is necessary to seek for funding and achieve 
the pendent activities of the project focused on the Caribbean Region and Central America, using 
the existent and improved capacities of South America. 
 
 

PROGRESS REPORT 2003-2004 
OCEAN DATA AND INFORMATION NETWORK FOR THE CARIBBEAN AND SOUTH 

AMERICA REGIONS (ODINCARSA) 
 
 
I.   THE GOAL OF ODINCARSA 
 
To strengthen Ocean Data and Marine Information Management capacity in the Caribbean and 
Latin America for the purpose of contributing to Ocean Sciences, Operational Oceanography 
development and Integrated Coastal management activities at the regional level 
 
II. OBJECTIVES 
 

• Activate a cooperative network on Ocean Data and Marine Information Management in 
Latin America and the Caribbean regions. 

• Assess the current and potential state of development of national data centers in Latin 
America and the Caribbean regions. 

• Create the means for mutual capacity building in Latin America and the Caribbean. 
• Assist in the search for funding to implement the necessary elements to strengthen the 

current data and information management capacity in the region. 
 
III. ACTIVITIES SUMMARY 

  
1. Institutional support 

 
a) The First ODINCARSA Planning Workshop for the Caribbean Islands 

 
The First ODINCARSA Planning Workshop for the Caribbean Islands was held in Christ 
Church, Barbados between 15 and 18 December 2003, co-sponsored by the Coastal 
Zone Management Unit of Barbados. The workshop was attended by participants from 
eight countries in the Caribbean. The meeting reviewed the ocean data and 
information management capacity available in this region, identified needs and 
capacity building requirements, and prepared a comprehensive work plan and 
timetable to develop a regional cooperative network for the management of 
oceanographic data and marine information on the basis of the experience of the 
ODINCARSA project in South America. 
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The Action plan agreed to in Barbados meeting is listed below: 
 

IDENTIFIED NEED RECOMENDED ACTIONS RESPONSIBLE TIMING 
1. Identification/updating of 
IODE national coordinators 
and ODINCARSA contact 
points for the Caribbean 
region 

(1) IOCARIBE  Secretariat to write a 
circular letter to all member states 
requesting these designations.  
(2) participants in this workshop must 
create awareness in their countries 
about ODINCARSA and its planned 
activities.  
(3) participants in this workshop must 
contact national focal points in each 
country providing enough information 
to assist in determining the most 
appropriate representative(s). 
(4) to request IODE regional 
coordinator for Caribbean to follow up 
. 

(1) IOCARIBE 
Secretariat 
 
(2) National 
participants in this 
workshop  
 
(3) National 
participants in this 
workshop  
 
 
 
(4) IODE regional 
coordinator 

January/2004 

2. Ensure that CARICOM, 
CRFM, UNEP and OECS are 
aware of ODINCARSA and 
request that they act as 
leaders to promote the 
importance of data collection 
and   management for 
effective decision making 
among Member Countries 

(1) IOCARIBE Secretariat to send a 
formal letter to these organizations 
informing them about ODINCARSA 
initiatives in Caribbean region.  
(2) To contact the UNEP RCU, and 
inform about ODINCARSA planned 
activities. 

(1) IOCARIBE 
Secretariat 
 
 
(2) IOCARIBE 
Secretariat 

January/2004  

3. Need for greater 
awareness in Caribbean 
region about products and 
services of IOC/ODINCARSA 
such as the Portal Oceanico 
and the CARSA DIR 

To promote ODINCARSA at the 
national level using available 
awareness material, linkages to the 
web site, and a brief presentation 
which will be distributed to 
representatives to this meeting by 
Regional coordinator for further 
distribution. 

ODINCARSA 
Regional 
Coordinator and 
National 
representatives 

First quarter 
2004 

4. Need for great awareness 
of linkages with GOOS, ICAM, 
and GLOSS. 

As above Regional  
ODINCARSA 
Coordinator and 
National 
representatives 

First quarter 
2004 

5. Need to conduct national 
assessments of current data 
management systems, data 
inventories and user-needs 
through consultation and 
national coordination 
meetings 

(1) To design a questionnaire 
appropriate for the Caribbean  
(2) To distribute it to relevant 
agencies in each country. 

IODE National 
Coordinators,  IODE 
Regional 
Coordinator,  
participants in this 
workshop 

(1)Design 
questionnaire 
(March 2004). 
(2)Process and 
deliver reports 
(July 2004).   

6. Need for the development 
of relevant national policy to 
govern data management, 
including the establishment 
of formal linkages among 
relevant agencies, and 
standardization of data and 
information management 
procedures and exchange 
formats 

(1) IOC will send through IOCARIBE 
the Data Exchange Policies to 
IOCARIBE National Focal points.  
(2) To recommend to IOC National 
address to find mechanisms to 
delegate the attendance to IOC 
assembly. 

IOCARIBE 
Secretariat 

January 2004 
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7. Need for technical 
assistance to 
establish/strengthen 
information/data centers 

ODINCARSA will provide training in 
data and Information management 
and  technical assistance. 

ODINCARSA Second half 
2004-2005 

8. Need for training in data 
and information 
management and metadata 
processing to ensure the 
sustainability of this 
initiative.; 

ODINCARSA will provide training in 
data and Information management 
and technical assistance. 

 ODINCARSA Second half 
2004-2005 

9. Need for provision of 
necessary equipment, 
hardware, software including 
library cataloguing and library 
management, improved 
internet connection and 
support services 

ODINCARSA could assist in providing 
the equipment previously determined 
and required by Caribbean Member 
States  

ODINCARSA Second half 
2004-2005 

10. Need to create or 
strengthen marine 
information centres/libraries 
and to  facilitate access to 
relevant literature. 

(1) Assist Caribbean countries in the 
establishment of marine information 
centers or libraries by facilitating   
sharing of knowledge and expertise. 
(2) Caribbean countries must 
designate a Librarian or an adequate 
person which can receive the training 
and technical assistance.  
(3) ODINCARSA will sponsor 
memberships in IAMSLIC for Marine 
Libraries for  Caribbean (2 years).    
(4) ODINCARSA will facilitate 
participation of Caribbean states in 
ASFA system.   

ODINCARSA and 
National 
ODINCARSA 
coordinator 

Second half 
2004-2005 

11. Need to create 
mechanisms for sharing of 
information, expertise and 
experience where capabilities 
exist, such as coastal zone 
management plans, Remote 
Sensing and GIS. 
 

Assist  Caribbean countries in the    
sharing of   existing knowledge and 
expertise in the region 

Regional 
ODINCARSA 
coordinator and 
Member States 
with the experts 

 2004-2006 

12. Need for assistance in 
data repatriation 

Member States will review past 
research cruise approvals against 
deposited reports and, where reports 
are missing, ask organizing 
institutions/World Data Centre to 
provide those reports (including 
electronic data where available).  

National Focal 
points / WDC/ IOC 

Ongoing 

 
II. TRAINING ACTIVITES 
 

1. The Second ODINCARSA Training Course in Marine Data Management (October 2003) 
 

The Second ODINCARSA Training Course in Marine Data Management was held in 
Cartagena, Colombia between 13 and 17 October 2003, hosted by the Centro de 
Investigaciones Oceanográficas e Hidrogáficas (CIOH). The course was attended by 
students from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Ecuador and Peru. The key 
objective of the training course was to establish a core group of trained data management 
instructors with the ability to teach the Ocean Teacher system. A total of nine data 
managers were certified to provide future training for the ODINCARSA region. Four 
instructors were identified who could provide the training in both Spanish and English. The 
group discussed additional training material that could be included in Ocean Teacher and 
agreed to provide a Spanish translation of Ocean Teacher. 
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2. NATIONAL WORKSHOP IN COLOMBIA ON OCEAN DATA MANAGEMENT 
 

From July 21st -23rd  2004 in CIOH (Hydrographic and Oceanographic Research Center of 
Colombia) in Cartagena, a National meeting was held between public and private 
institutions and universities to discuss National data exchange policies and the definition 
of cooperative procedures to work with Colombian National Oceanographic Data Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The workshop had at the end a virtual discussion forum where several international 
experts joined to the local attendants to establish the main action  to enhance national 
data management with the participation of all interested sectors. The workshop was 
organized by ODINCARSA National Coordinator of Colombia, Eng. Carlos Parra, with the 
important support from CIOH and the Colombian Commission of the Ocean (CCO). 
 

3. TRAINING TO  EDITORS IN THE CARIBBEAN 
 

As part of the expansion of PORTAL OCEANICO to English Speaking countries, two training 
workshops were held about the operation and software to edit the portal. On July 16th  
2004, a  training was held in Castries, Saint Lucia. The second training was held on July 
23rd  2004 in Bridge Town, Barbados. Both activities included local staff and the Editor of 
Trinidad & Tobago. This training will allow to have editors who can prepare more people in 
the future in the Caribbean islands. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

4. ODINCARSA TRAINING WORKSHOP IN VENEZUELA 
 

From September 28th to October 08th  2004, sponsored by the Direction of Hydrography 
and Navigation of Venezuelan Navy, an ODINCARSA training workshop in Ocean Data and 
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Marine Information  Management was held in Caracas. Eng. Katiuska Briones (INOCAR-
Ecuador) was the instructor as member of the Regional Trainers team of ODINCARSA. The 
course covered all Ocean Teacher curriculums and was provided to 14 students, that will 
disseminate this training at national level. This National activity was managed by Lt. Óscar 
Mendoza who is the National ODINCARSA Coordinator in Venezuela. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. OCEAN DATA MANAGEMENT INTRODUCTORY TRAINING WORKSHOP IN CHILE 
 

The National Oceanographic Data Center of Chile (CENDOC) of the Hydrographic and 
Oceanographic Service of the Chilean Navy in coordination with working groups on Ocean  
Data and Information Exchange (GT-IDIOC) and Marine information Management (GT-MIM), 
both of National Oceanographic Committee (CONA) organized an introductory workshop on 
techniques for data and Information management. This training was held between 
November 04th and 5th 2004 in the facilities provided by the Marine Sciences School, 
Natural Resources Faculty of Catholic University of Valparaiso. One of the trainers was Eng. 
Yenny Guerrero (SHOA-Chile), regional trainer of ODINCARSA and the organization of the 
workshop was in charge of MSc Ricardo Rojas, National ODINCARSA Coordinator of Chile 
and IODE Vice chair. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

III. PRODUCT AND SERVICE DEVELOPMENT 
 

1.  The Regional Ocean Portal (PORTAL OCEÁNICO) 
 

More than 50000 visitors have been in the Portal which has now, more than 3700 
knowledge objects available in several categories.  
 
The number of visits to the portal has increased, today we overpass more than 50.000 
from the beginning of the project, and now we keep a sustained rate of 100 daily 
visits. We have more than 3700 contents and English contents have increased 
significantly during the last six months of the year. 
 
More frequent visitors are from Latin America, the Caribbean, the United States and 
Europe. 

 
2. ODINCARSA WEB SITE  (www.odincarsa.net ) 

 
There have been posted 92 contents in ODINCARSA web site, until February 2005, 
9472 visitors from 25 countries mostly from Latin America and the Caribbean, there 
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are 31 files and 5011 downloads from the site. A n average of 70 visitors per day was 
registered until the end of 2004.  
 
ODINCARSA web site is linked to Portal Oceánico and in such way provides to visitors 
of marine related information in each Member country 

 
3. ODINCARSA DIRECTORY OF EXPERTS (CARSA DIR) www.ioc.unesco.org/carsadir  

 
The regional Directory of Experts of Latin America and the Caribbean has been a 
successful implementation. There are more than 800 professionals registered and the 
site has received more than 22683 visitors from Developed Nations mostly. This has 
been a good tool to promote to marine experts from the region to another continents, 
and facilitating contacts, co ordinations and involvement in International projects. 

 
4.    ODINCARSA REGIONAL LIBRARIES CATALOGUE 

 
Another product of ODINCARSA has been the initial phase of the Regional libraries 
Catalogue. In this task and as a consequence of Mazatlan meeting, October 2002, Mr. 
German Ramirez (Mexico) has lead a working group who has compiled and organized in a 
data base which will be available in ODINCARSA web site since January 2004. In this data 
base, there are information with abundant information of more than 85 libraries in 
Caribbean, Central America and South America Regions.  
 
Another component of this product is the proposal of a integrated system between 
libraries to facilitate a interlibrary loan system which implies a formal structure between 
Information centers and the provision of equipment and software which facilitates the 
exchange of information along the region. This proposal will be based on the previous 
inventory and diagnostics of the information contained in data base.  
 
In cooperation with IAI with EPCOR (Eastern Pacific Consortium for Research of Climate 
Change), a mission composed for two experts from Mexico visited Peru and Ecuador to 
start a cooperative network between libraries between North and South hemispheres 
which is the first step to implement a regional library catalogue. 

 
 
IV. LINKAGES WITH OTHER PROGRAMS AND NETWORKING 
 

1. ODINCARSA and  IAMSLIC  
 

The linkage between ODINCARSA and IAMSLIC is Ms. Clara Ramírez (Mexico) who is the 
leader of the Latin American Marine Information Group of ODINCARSA. She has been in 
29th and 30th IAMSLIC Conferences with the support of the project. 

 
2. THE LATIN AMERICAN GROUP ON MARINE INFORMATION MANAGEMENT 
 

During the 28th IAMSLIC Conference, and taking advantage, of the presence of several 
librarians and Information experts in this meeting, ODINCARSA Regional Coordinator, local 
organizers of the Conference and the experts had an informal meeting with extraordinary 
results and commitments. 

 
This meeting was the beginning of the Latin American IAMSLIC Group, the discussion 
pointed out the need of coordinate actions, between institutions and establish a good 
linkage with ODINCARSA to implement actions. The group agreed a list of actions to be 
worked with ODINCARSA: 

 
The motivation generated by the training involved experts of the region in extra-regional 
networks as IAMSLIC contributed to establish regional sub-networks as the Latin Group of 
Marine Information, which involves more than 27 libraries and information centers of the 
region.  The web site of Latin American Group is: www.ola.icmyl.unam.mx/larg 
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ODINCARSA promoted the use of ASFA and become part of the cooperative system 
promote by FAO. Ecuador added as new Input center of ASFA in the region. 
 
ODINCARSA has also sponsored some participation of Marine information experts to 
IAMSLIC and ASFA meetings and the membership of 27 libraries of the region for two 
years. 

 
3. ODINCARSA SUPPORTED IAMSLIC MEMBERSHIPS 

 
In order to foster the Regional IAMSLIC Group, ODINCARSA supported the Membership of 
the following libraries during 2003-2004: 

 
 COUNTRY LIBRARY NAME RESPONSIBLE 

1 Argentina 
SERVICIO CENTRALIZADO DE DOCUMENTACION- 
CENTRO AUSTRAL DE INVESTIGACIONES CIENTIFICAS 
(CADIC-CONICET) 

Romy Díaz 

2 Argentina MUSEO ARGENTINO DE CIENCIAS NATURALES 
"BERNARDINO RIVADAVIA" Martha del Priore 

3 Barbados Coastal Zone Management Unit Library Ron Goodridge 

4 Brazil Fundagco Universidade Federal do Rio Grande 
(MMAIDANA) 

Maria Solange M. 

5 Chile 
Biblioteca Mayor Facultad Recursos Naturales 
Universidad Católica de Valparaíso 
 

Patricia Pacheco Grandón 

6 Colombia ARMADA NACIONAL Carlos Puello 

7 Colombia Centro de Documentación 
INVEMAR 

MARTHA LUCIA RUIZ 
ARANGO 

8 Cuba Instituto Oceanología Julieta Gutiérrez 

9 Ecuador Biblioteca INOCAR Leonor vera 

10 Ecuador Insituto Nacional de Pesca Srta. Dolores Marín 

11 México Biblioteca-CIIDIR-IPN,  Kathy Puente 

12 Panamá Administrative library of Panama canal authority Rolando Cochez 

13 Perú Biblioteca DHN Myrian Tamayo 

 
 

4. ODINCARSA IN THE GOOS REGIONAL ALLIANCE OF SOUTHEASTERN PACIFIC (GRASP) AND 
JOINT WORKING GROUP IOC-WMO-CPPS 

 
On Cartagena, Colombia, since 30 to 31 May 2003, after some years of efforts the 
constitution of the GOOS REGIONAL ALLIANCE FOR SOUTH EASTERN PACIFIC (GRASP) was 
made, and signed by 15 representatives of Operational Institutions of Colombia, Ecuador, 
Peru and Chile. 
 
The consolidation of this Alliance strength ODINCARSA activities and at the same time can 
be used like effective media of exchange of information during the consolidation process 
of GRASP. 
 
The ODINCARSA Project was introduced in 10th meeting of Joint Working Group IOC-WMO-
CPPS, held in Cartagena, Colombia at 28 to 29 May 2003 in research related with El Niño 
event.  
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The group was informed of ODINCARSA development, and the Project was identified as a 
strategic component to improve the products generated in South Eastern Pacific Region, 
and coordinated by CPPS. In the same way was introduced in this meeting the PORTAL 
OCEANICO and its availability to all the sector represented in this event. 

 
5. ODINCARSA IN ASFA ADVISORY BOARD MEETING 
 

The annual meeting of the ASFA Advisory Board took place in the Fishing Investigation 
Center (CFP) in La Habana, Cuba from July 15th- 18th, 2003. Maria de los Angeles Ginnori 
from Cuba, who represented ODINCARSA in that meeting, presented the different activities 
related to Marine Information Management. In this year Ecuador became a new member 
of the ASFA, this process was accomplished due to the spreading and training that 
ODINCARSA has given in the region, and it has allowed experts on information resources 
and librarians to learn all about international options to strengthen their work. It is 
expected that more countries join to ASFA. 

 
6. ODINCARSA IN GCOS REGIONAL WORKSHOP IN SOUTH AMERICA 
 

During the First GCOS (Global Climate Observing system) Regional for Workshop, held in 
Santiago, Chile from 14th  to 16th October 2003. In this meeting the Regional coordinator 
made a presentation about ODINCARSA activities and the potential uses of Data 
management on Climate studies, and the possible linkages through GOOS with GCOS ans 
similar initiatives about data management with WMO. 

 
7. ODINCARSA IN EPCOR EXECUTIVE COMMITTE   
 

During the sessions of the EPCOR (Eastern Pacific Consortium on Oceanographic Research-
IAI), held in Lima, Peru from 28th to 31st October 2003, Regional ODINCARSA Coordinator 
submitted three working proposal of mutual interest for the consortium and ODINCARSA, 
linking the Data and Information management to scientific products of the Consortium.  
 
Some support of EPCOR during 2004, was received for missions of MIM experts and a 
regional metadata catalogue diagnostics. It is expected to receive some additional funds to 
have a partial metadata catalogue for South Eastern Pacific and possible include, provision 
of software to be used in a ILL for Marine Libraries of ODINCARSA.  

 
V. INFRAESTRUCTURE SUPPORT 
 

During 2004, ODINCARSA provided the following equipments in the region: 
 
• O1 Computer provided Oceanology Institute (Cuba). 
• 05 Scanners provided to Argentina, Chile, Colombia, Peru and Panama. 
• 02 ILL software licenses for Argentina and Mexico. 
 
The distribution of this equipment intends strength the National capacity to be integrated in an 
Interlibrary Loan system at regional level.  

 
VI. POLITICAL ISSUES 
 

ODINCARSA began when the 21st IOC General Assembly in July 2001 approved the Resolution 
XXI-8, assigning funds to ODINCARSA as a Pilot project. 
 
During the Executive Council XXXV, in June 2002, it was submitted and approved the 
Resolution XXXV-6. 

  
During IODE XVII, held in Paris, France on UNESCO Head quarters, on March 2003, it was 
submitted and approved the Recommendation XVII-2. 
 
The XXII IOC General Assembly, held on July 2003, approved the Resolution XXII-6, where is 
recognized the success of ODINCARSA and it is accepted the IODE budget for 2004-2005, 
where is recommended to continue with ODINCARSA development. 
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VII. ODINCARSA II PROPOSAL 
 

During 2004 a proposal for the Second Phase of ODINCARSA (ODINCARSA II) was prepared 
and circulate for comments. 10 countries sent contributions and expressed their acceptance to 
this new proposal, ODINCARSA II is conceived in its second phase as a service provider to other 
programs of the IOC and others related with the marine themes, in matter of oceanographic 
data management and marine information management, based on its cooperation network, in 
the institutional articulation that has achieved trough the network and the considerable 
training effort that has permitted to generate capacities inside the region which can be shared 
widely, expanding the achievement of the first phase. 
 
On this new phase of ODINCARSA oriented to the service of the operational oceanography, the 
integrated coastal management, and the protection of the marine environment are considered 
training activities that culminate its action already started in the Caribbean sub-region, 
optimize training  methods such as e-learning which guaranty the sustainability of training with 
time, provide web based services to get data and generate spatial products related with 
operational oceanography, establish relevant alliances that permits to work together with 
oceanographic agencies, fisheries environment, and universities, besides other specific 
activities and sub-regional products. 
 
ODINCARSA II pretends as the same way incorporate more countries, specially from Central 
America, to strength the interaction level with the Caribbean countries, and in South America 
generate more complex products which responds to the important observational and 
numerical modeling effort already implanted in the region. 

 
VIII. INTERNATIONAL AWARENESS 
 

There has been published and widely distributed three ODINCARSA Newsletter issues, during 
2003, and 2004.  These newsletters are available in Spanish and English. In the same way a 
brochure was prepared to promote ODINCARSA, and it has been widely distributed in all the 
meetings associated with ODINCARSA activities. 

 
IX. BUDGET ISSUES 
 

The total amount assigned by IOC from the regular budget, during 2004 was 10,000 USD. NO  

 
FUNDS WERE ASSIGNED to ODINCARSA for 2005.  
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ODINCARSA has an Implementation Plan which intends to accomplish the goals agreed at the 
start of the project. In spite of success and the positive outcomes of ODINCARSA, during 2005 
there are no funds. The project will be managed trying to keep working the existent products 
and media to keep the network active. It is strongly recommended to request during the next 
Assembly (June 2005), the minimal allocation of funds to keep going and seeking for extra 
budgetary sources. 

 
X. COUNTRIES, INSTITUTIONS AND CONTACT POINTS OF ODINCARSA 
 

 COUNTRY INSTITUTIONS CONTACTS 
1 ARGENTINA 1) SHN-CEADO 

2) INIDEP 
3) CADIC-CONICET 
4) Museo Argentino Ciencias Naturales 

1) Mr. Ariel Troisi. 
2) Mr. Fabian Vetere. 
3) Mrs. Guillermina Cosulich. 
4) Mrs. Romy Díaz 
5) Mrs. Martha del Priori 

2 BAHAMAS 1)  Department of Meteorology 1) Mr. Godfrey Burnside. 
3 BELIZE 1) Fisheries  Department 

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Cooperatives 
 

1) Mrs. Beverly Wade 

4 BRASIL 1) Centro de Hidrografia da Marinha 
Banco Nacional de Dados Oceanográficos 

2) Fundacao Universidade Federal do Rio 
Grande (MMAIDANA 

1) Mrs. Janice Trotte. 
2) Mr. Roberto Leandro. 
3) Mr. Roberto Maisenhalder. 
4) Mrs. Maria Solange 

5 CHILE 1) SHOA-CENDO 
2) Biblioteca Mayor Facultad Recursos 

Naturales Universidad Católica de Valparaíso 

1) Mr. Ricardo Rojas. 
2) Mrs. Alexandra Smith. 
3) Mrs. Yenny Guerrero. 
4) Mrs. Patricia Pacheco.  

6 COLOMBIA 1) CCO 
2) CIOH 
3) CCCP 
4) INVEMAR 

1) Mr. Mario Palacios. 
2) Mr. Carlos Parra. 
3) Miss Andrea Devis. 
4) Mrs. Martha Arango. 
5) Mr. Yuber Paul  

7 CUBA 1) Instituto Oceanología 
2) Acuario Nacional 

1) Mrs. Julieta Gutiérrez. 
2) Mr. Mario Villaverde. 
3) Mrs. María  Ginori.  

9 DOMINICA 1)  Fishery Division of Ministry of Agriculture 1) Mr. Sebastian Riviere. 
2) Mrs. Crescentia Cuffi. 

10 ECUADOR 1) INOCAR 
2) INP 

1) Mr. César Arias. 
2) Mr. Juan José Nieto. 
3) Miss Katiuska Briones. 
4) Mrs. Leonor Vera. 
5) Mrs. Dolores Marín 

11 JAMAICA 1) Coastal Zone Management Branch 
National Environment and Planning Agency 

1) Mr. Krishna Desai. 
2) Mr. Karl Jerome 
3) Mr. Sean Green 

12 MÉXICO 1) Dirección General Adjunta de Oceanografía de 
la Secretaría de Marina-Armada de México. 

2) UNAM-MAZATLÁN. 
3) CICESE. 
4) Biblioteca-CIIDIR-IPN,  

1) Mr. Ulises Carreto. 
2) Mrs. Clara Ramírez. 
3) Mrs. Amelia Chávez. 
4) Mr. German Ramírez 

13 NICARAGUA 1)    INETER 1) Mr. Sergio Cordonero 
2) Miss Patricia Cuarezma. 
 

14 PANAMÁ 1) Universidad de Panamá. 
2) Autoridad del canal de Panamá 

1) Mrs. Gloria Batista. 
2) Mr. Arnulfo Sánchez. 
3) Mr. Miguel Toriz. 
4) Mr. Rolando Cochez- 

15 PERÚ 1) DHN 1) Mrs. Myrian Tamayo 
16 ST. LUCIA 1) Department of Fisheries 

 
1) Mrs. Susan Scott. 
2) Miss Patricia Hubert 

17 TRINIDAD Y 
TOBAGO 

1) Institute of Marine Affairs. 1) Mrs. Donna Spencer 

18 VENEZUELA 1) DHN 1) Mr. Oscar Mendoza 
19  HAITÍ 1) HAITI Cooperation Commission 1) Prof. Ernst Wilson 
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XI. CONCLUSIONS  
 
ODINCARSA has completed successfully the first phase of the project. It has provided training, 
technology transfer in the region and it has compiled key information about the current status of 
ocean data and information management capabilities, as the same as the identification of relevant 
institutions and contact persons, existent in South America and Caribbean regions. All these 
elements configure a propitious scenario to begin the implementation project.  
 
XII. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is necessary to have minimal resources to find the links with another regional programs which 
ensure the funding for the second phase of ODINCARSA, on the basis of an integral proposal, 
focused in the transference of capabilities between the sub-regions aimed to the development of 
marine data and information management especially in Caribbean region, Central America with 
the support of existent capabilities in South America. 
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