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IODE REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT FOR 
WESTPAC 

 
1. Region: WESTPAC 
 
2. Name of  IODE Regional Coordinator: 

Name: Nobuyuki Shibayama 
Address: 5-3-1, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 104-0045, Japan 
Tel: +81-3-3541-4295 
Fax: +81-3-3545-2885 
E-mail: mail@jodc.go.jp 
Mr. Nobuyuki Shibayama stepped down the Director of JODC on 1 April 2004.   

 
3. Data Centre affiliation 

Data Centre name: Japan Oceanographic Data Center (JODC) 
Address: 5-3-1, Tsukiji, Chuo-ku, Tokyo, 104-0045, Japan 
Tel: +81-3-3541-4295 
Fax: +81-3-3545-2885 
E-mail: mail@jodc.go.jp  

 
4. Countries covered by IODE Regional Coordinator: 

 Australia, P.R.China, Fiji, France, Indonesia, Japan, D.P.R.Korea, R.Korea, Malaysia, 
New Zealand, Philippines, Russian Federation, Samoa, Singapore, Solomon Island
Thailand, Tonga, United Kingdom, United States of America, Vietnam

, 
 

 
5.  Activities undertaken during the inter-sessional period to fulfil your role as 

IODE regional coordinator as described in Recommendation IODE-XVI/2  
 
 WESTPAC discussion group on the data management 

International Conference on the International Oceanographic Data and Information 
Exchange in the Western Pacific 1999 (ICIWP'99) was held in Malaysia during 1-4 
Nov. 1999, in order to discuss the many new challenges facing IODE in the region 
and to identify measures for increasing the effectiveness of the system. The 
conference recognized the need to improve communications and discussion on 
cooperation and collaboration of data management and exchange activities in the 
WESTPAC region. The conference requested JODC to investigate establishing a 
mailing list for a discussion group on data management related activities. In response 
to its request, JODC started operating a mailing list system for WESTPAC discussion 
group on the data management in 2000. As of February 2005, 127 scientists and data 
managers from 19 countries participate in the discussion group. 
 
NEAR-GOOS Regional Delayed Mode Data Base (RDMDB) 
Japan is one of the member countries of the North-East Asian Regional GOOS 
(NEAR-GOOS).  JODC has operated the NEAR-GOOS Regional Delayed Mode 
DataBase (RDMDB: http://near-goos1.jodc.go.jp/) since October 1996, based on the 
recommendation of the first session of the NEAR-GOOS Coordinating Committee.  
RDMDB receives oceanographic/marine meteorological data and products from 
RRTDB and various research institutes in the region.  The total volume of data 
available on RDMDB is about 17GB as of the end of 2004 and users can download 
any data from RDMDB without registration. 
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-GOOS Co-ordinating Committee. 

 
IOC/WESTPAC Training Course on NEAR-GOOS Data Management  
Since 1982, JODC has organized the training course on oceanographic data 
management every year, under the auspices of Japan-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust. In 
1997, the training course was reformed to be suitable for the concept of the NEAR-
GOOS, and was named the IOC/WESTPAC Training Course on NEAR-GOOS Data 
Management. One of its objectives is to provide personnel currently involved in 
oceanographic data and information management from WESTPAC member countries 
with basic concepts of the IODE system and its function, especially in the WESTPAC 
region, and acquisition, procession and compilation of oceanographic data. 
The latest NEAR-GOOS Training Course was held from 10 to 21 November 2003, 
with 7 participants from 7 WESTPAC member countries (P.R.China, Indonesia, 
R.Korea, Philippines, Russia, Thailand and Vietnam). The course contains trainings 
and lectures concerning data management and quality control, the method of 
processing and managing marine information and data, the concept of IODE program, 
and GODAR-WESTPAC project (Global Oceanographic Data Archaeology and 
Rescue project for WESTPAC). Field trips to relevant organizations such as JMA, 
which is operating NEAR-GOOS RRTDB (Regional Real Time Data Base), were 
also included. In addition, the course contained new trainings, biological and 
chemical data management and practice of personal computer training resource, 
“IODE Resource Kit” published by IODE/IOC, according to the recommendation of 
the Fifth Session of NEAR
 
The 2nd International Workshop for GODAR-WESTPAC 
JODC, as the project office, organized the 2nd International Workshop for GODAR-
WESTPAC in Tokyo, Japan from 10 to 12 November 2004, under the auspices of 
Japan-UNESCO Funds-in-Trust and Ship and Ocean Foundation, Japan.  It was 
attended by the representatives of 11 WESTPAC member countries, Australia, P.R. 
China, France, Indonesia, Japan, R.Korea, Malaysia, the Russian Federation, UK, 
USA, and Vietnam.  Its working documents are available on the web site of GODAR-
WESTPAC, http://www.jodc.go.jp/project/GODAR/index.htm.  The brochure and 
other related documents are also available on this site.   
The 3rd International Workshop for GODAR-WESTPAC is scheduled to take place in 
Tokyo in 2006. 

http://www.jodc.go.jp/project/GODAR/index.htm
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Annex 
Recommendation IODE-XVI.2 

 
STRENGTHENING OF THE REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS MECHANISM 

 
The IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange, 
 
Recalling Resolution IODE-XV.4 on the nomination of the IODE Regional Co-ordinators for 
each of the IOC Regional Programmes, 
 
Bearing in mind the Terms of Reference of the IODE Regional Co-ordinators as approved by 
the IOC Officers Meeting held in Goa, India in February 1998, 
 
Acknowledging information and recommendations contained in the reports of the Regional Co-
ordinators submitted to IODE-XVI on the status and progress achieved, also containing 
descriptions of the failures incurred and the problems met, 
 
Taking into account the experiences gained during the past years and the technological 
developments, especially in the area of the usage of e-mail for communications, as well as the 
changed focuses of IODE and its NODCs and the new regional and global programmes and 
projects, 
 
Strongly supports the continuation and strengthening of the IODE Regional Co-ordinators 
mechanism, 
 
Proposes the amendment of the Terms of Reference for Regional Co-ordinators as follows: 
 
 (i) carry out actions targeted to strengthening co-operation in the area of marine 

and coastal data and information management in the regions with a view to 
meeting the user needs effectively. This includes advising the existing NODCs 
within the region on new developments within the IODE system and helping in 
establishing national data and information management systems including 
NODCs in the countries where the infrastructure has not yet been developed; 

 (ii) promote the communication and collaboration between the data and nformation 
centres in the region and exchange experiences with other regional co-
ordinators; 

 (iii) establish links with the IOC's and other relevant regional and global science 
and services programmes in order to be informed about on-going activities and 
keeping them informed of the IODE development; 

 (iv) liaise, at the regional level, with the relevant subsidiary bodies of IOC in order 
to promote the IODE system, services and products to the widest possible 
audience; 

(v) support the efforts of the IODE Officers and the IOC Secretariat in  
implementing the fund raising process in the regions; 

 
Invites the IOC Executive Secretary to provide the necessary support to the Regional Co-
ordinators for effective implementation of assigned responsibilities; 
 
Recommends that the Regional Co-ordinators be members of the IOC Regional Bodies and 
participate in their regular meetings and that the Regional Co-ordinators be invited, with the 
financial support from IOC, to the regular IODE Officers meetings to report on the progress 
made and contribute to discussions. 
 

 


