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FOREWORD 

The Seychelles Fishing Authority has the task of protecting and preserving 
our fisheries for the future, while ensuring the people of today can continue 
to util ise, enjoy and benefit from them. 
 
Seychelles fisheries reflect our heritage as a seafaring people who love that 
they can live in a country where they can drop a l ine in the sea and catch 
fish. There has long been opportunities to invest in fisheries and fishery re-
lated industries, something which we at SFA wish to enhance through our 
current policies. 
 
This year has been highlighted by achievement against a number of fisheries 
objectives and outcomes, in particular, in enhancing the competitiveness of 
Port Victoria. We launched the Integrated Industrial Fisheries Development 
Plan in June 2006, which is a programme for the next 10 years to ensure that 
Seychelles maximise the potential of its fishing industry. The main focus of 
this Plan is to promote further value addition, fish transformation, services 
and infrastructure development. On the domestic fisheries side, the focus is 
to decentralise services from Victoria through infrastructure development 
and private sector investments. 
 
We are striving to improve our management practices and this coming year 
will see us continue to improve on our record of engagement with fisheries 
stakeholders to meet sustainable objectives.  Fisheries management plans will  
be the core of our operations and make progress in ensuring equity in the in-
dustry and promote further entrepreneurship and responsibil ity. The invest-
ment in the future of our fisheries will continue.  In the region and beyond, 
we have a reputation as leaders in fisheries management and research and I 
trust that this will  continue. 
 
In ending, I would like to avail myself of the opportunity to underscore that 
the success highlighted in this Annual Report is due to the considerable time 
and effort applied by all  of SFA’s staff and I thank them for their continued 
support. 
 
 

Rondolph Payet 
Managing Director 



The SFA was incorporated on 31st August 1984 by the Seychelles Fishing 
Authority (Establishment) Act, although it had physically been in exis-
tence since September 1983 when the Seychelles Industrial Fishing Au-
thority (SIFA) was formed. The first Chief Executive of SFA was Mr 
Maxime Fayon. The Authority was established at a time of intense fisher-
ies development, especially in foreign industrial tuna fishing. It was cre-
ated to develop the fishing industry to its fullest potential and to safe-
guard the resource base for sustainable development. It absorbed person-
nel from the defunct Fisheries Division and the Fishing Development 
Company (FIDECO) and became the executive arm of the Government in 
the field of fisheries. 
 
SFA works closely with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (MENR), which replaced the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine 
Resources in 2003. The functions of the SFA as defined in article (5) of 
the Seychelles Fishing Authority (Establishment) Act are : 
 

• To promote, organise and develop fishing, fishing industries and 
fishing resources in Seychelles. 

 
• To assist in the formulation of national policy with respect to 

fishing, fishing industries and fishing resources and in the imple-
mentation of that policy. 

 
• To conduct negotiations, engage in meetings, seminars or discus-

sions, with regard to fishing or fisheries and the establishment 
or operation of fishing industries, whether at a national or inter-
national level, on behalf of the Republic. 

 
• To identify the manpower training requirements of Seychelles 

with regard to fishing and fishing industries. 
 

Subject to this Act, the Authority has the power to do all things necessary 
or convenient in connection with, or incidental to, the performance of its 
functions and, in particular the Authority may : 
 
1. Own, lease or dispose of movables or immovables. 

1. STRUCTURE AND FUNCTIONS 
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2. Form companies under the Companies Act. 
3. Enter into partnership or joint-ventures 
4. Act as agent for the purpose of the management of any business or 
 enterprise, or for any other purpose. 
5. Hold shares in, or debentures of any company.  
6. Carry on any business or enterprise for or in connection with: 
 a. fishing or fisheries 
 b. processing, transporting, handling, marketing or distributing  
  f ish or fish products 
 c. exporting fish or fish products 
 d. the sale of equipment or apparatus to be used for fishing, or 
 e. any other matter relating to its functions where, in the opinion 

of the Authority, the carrying out of such a business or enterprise is 
in the best interest of the Republic. 

7.  Conduct surveil lance operations, in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Defence, in relation to fishing operations in the Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) or in waters adjacent to the continental shelf. 

8. Monitor the catch of all  fishing vessels, and 
9. Carry out scientific and development research. 
 
SFA is unique in that it is an organisation with management, planning, de-
velopment, scientific and training functions. 
 
SFA is a parastatal organisation whose Board of Directors is appointed by 
the President.  
 
The composition of the board;  
 
 Mr Finley Racombo   - Chairman 
 Mr Philippe Michaud  - Director 
 Mr Wilton Ernesta   - Director 
 Mr Ronny Govinden  - Director 
 Mr Roger Toussaint  - Director 
 Mr Ronald Cafrine   - Director  
 Mr Rondolph Payet  - Managing Director  
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Despite strong growth and the overall  high level of activity in the econ-
omy, this was not manifested in the fisheries sector, for which mixed re-
sults were observed. Total domestic production declined, as did the total 
volume of fish and fish products exported. On the other hand, revenue 
generated from the industrial tuna fishing activity reached a record level 
and the value of exports registered a sl ight improvement. As a result, total 
gross revenue generated by the fisheries sector and related activities in-
creased to a new peak. 
 
The artisanal catch in 2006 fell by 13.6% over the previous year compared 
to a decline of 6.3% in 2005. This indicates reduction in the amount of 
fish available for domestic consumption and export. The decline in the 
quantity of fish landed resulted in an increase of 11.3% in the price of 
fish in 2006, compared to a 5.5% increase the previous year (Figure 2.1).  

The semi-industrial fishery sub-sector did not perform as well as the pre-
vious year with total production and export diminishing by 24.6%. The 
positive balance of trade in fish and fish products dropped in 2006 com-
pared to the previous year. Nonetheless, the fisheries sector retained its 
position as the main foreign exchange earner. 
 

Figure 2.1  Monthly price index of f ish 2004  -  2006 
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2.1 Employment 
 
It is estimated that employment in fisheries and related sectors remained 
fairly constant. Direct and indirect employment is estimated to be ap-
proximately 6,000 people, representing around 13% of total formal em-
ployment in the country and down from a high of 17% in 2005. Figures 
from the National Statistics Bureau (NSB) indicate that there were 470 
people employed in the fisheries sector, an increase of 30 persons over 
the previous year. This was made up of 99 persons in the private sector, 
principally in the processing and export activity, and 371 people in 
parastatals, principally the SFA and the Coetivy Prawn Farm.  
 
The number of full and part-time commercial fishermen varies between 
1,700 and 1,800 primarily due to the seasonal mobility associated with this 
sector. The Indian Ocean Tuna (IOT) canning factory, by far the largest 
single employer in the country, had a workforce of over 2,500 workers 
while the Coetivy prawn farm employed over 300 people in 2006. During 
the year, a maximum of 113 Seychellois seamen made at least one trip on 
board a foreign purse seiner. 
 
2.2 Production 
 
In 2006, domestic production of fish and fish products declined by 3% to 
an estimated 45,223 MT. This is in contrast to the 10.5% increase regis-
tered in 2005 when local production reached a record 46,637 MT (Table 
2.1).   

  2004 2005 % change 2006 % change 
 Artisanal catch 4,177.0 4,583.10 9.72 3,849.00 -16.02 
 Semi-industrial catch 110.6 290.30 162.48 219.00 -24.56 
 Canned tuna 36,109.0 40,606.00 12.45 40,222.00 -0.95 
 Other processed tuna 585.0 334.00 -42.91 218.00 -34.73 
 Prawns 1,175.0 772.00 -34.30 638.00 -17.36 
 Smoked fish 15.9 14.80 -6.92 25.20 70.27 
 Others 32.4 36.80 13.58 51.70 40.49 
 Total domestic production 42,204.9 46,637.00 10.50 45,222.90 -3.03 
 Purse seine catch* 82,600.0 87,535.00 5.97 79,342 -9.36 
 Longliner catch* 9,998 13,049 30.52 N/A  

Table 2.1  Production of fish and fish products 2004 - 2006 (MT) 

  * Seychelles flagged vessels 
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There were decreases in most categories of production except for smoked 
fish, which increased by 70.3%, and dried sea cucumbers and shark fins 
which rose by 40.5%. The decline was in the production of other proc-
essed tuna, namely cooked tuna loins. Production of this commodity oc-
curred only in the last quarter of 2006. 
 
Following relatively high production in 2005, output from the semi-
industrial fishery declined by almost 25% in 2006. Canned tuna, which ac-
counted for 89% of total domestic production, remains the dominant 
commodity produced. During 2006, the 11 Seychelles registered purse 
seiners managed a total catch of 79,347 MT, 9.4% less than the 87,535 MT 
caught in 2005. 
 
Figure 2.2 shows trends in the domestic output of fish and fish products 
over the last 17 years, which reveals the high correlation between total 
output and the production of canned tuna. Slight fluctuations in overall 
production have been observed over the past couple of years. Artisanal 
and semi-industrial production varies between 4,000 and 5,000 MT, whilst 
production of dried shark fins, sea cucumbers, smoked fish and prawns 
remain relatively insignificant in total output, in contrast to their eco-
nomic importance. 

Figure 2.2 Trends in the production of f ish and fish products 1990 - 2006 

2.3 Revenue from industrial tuna fishing activity 
 
Industrial tuna fishing activity continues to be an increasingly important 
source of foreign exchange earnings for the economy, as evidenced by the 
record  revenue  genera ted  in  2006 .  Gross  income f rom th i s  sec tor  i s  

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 
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Table 2.2  Main sources of revenue from the industrial tuna fishing activity 
2004 - 2006 (SR mill ion) 

Sources: SFA, Shipping Agents, SEPEC 

  2004 2005 % change 2006 % change 

 Vessels’ Spending 344.45 559.60 62.46 737.70 31.83 

 Companies’ Expenditure 6.15 5.55 (9.76) 5.59 0.72 

 License Fees 58.40 71.95 23.21 61.53 (14.49) 

 Total 409.00 637.10 55.77 804.82 26.32 

derived mainly from expenditure on goods and services in Port Victoria 
by foreign fishing vessels and foreign fishing companies based in Victoria, 
as well as through payment for l icenses and financial compensation. Gross 
expenditure reached SR 805 mill ion, 26.3% more than the SR 637.10 mil-
l ion generated in 2005 (Table 2.2). 

0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

800

Ja
n-

04

M
ar

-0
4

M
ay

-0
4

Ju
l-0

4

Se
p-

04

No
v-

04

Ja
n-

05

M
ar

-0
5

M
ay

-0
5

Ju
l-0

5

Se
p-

05

No
v-

05

Ja
n-

06

M
ar

-0
6

M
ay

-0
6

Ju
l-0

6

Se
p-

06

No
v-

06

US
 $

/M
T

In recent years, increases in revenue have been driven, primarily, by 
higher fuel prices which rose to a record level of US$ 735/MT for the pe-
riod of May to September 2006 (Figure 2.3). Revenue also increased due 
to increased consumption of fuel.  

Figure 2.3  Price of fuel quoted by SEPEC Jan 2004  - Dec 2006 

Data received from Seychelles Petroleum Company (SEPEC) indicates 
that 175,545 MT of fuel were purchased by purse seiners, reefers, longlin-
ers and supply vessels during the year. This represents an increase of 15% 
in the quantity of fuel purchased. The expenditure on fuel in 2006 
amounted to approximately SR 632 mill ion, about 37% more than the pre-
vious year. Bunkering expenditure in 2006 constituted 86% of total gross 
expenditure by all  vessel types. 
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Spending by vessels in Port Victoria remains by far the biggest component 
of gross foreign exchange earnings from the industrial tuna fishery, in-
creasing by 32% in 2006 and amounting to 92% of total inflow from this 
activity. A slight increase was registered in spending by foreign fishing 
companies based in Port Victoria. However, earnings in l icense fees 
dropped by 14.5% from SR 71.95 in 2005 to SR 61.53 mill ion. 
In general , an upward trend is observed in gross earnings since the mid 
1990’s, despite slight fluctuations in the early part of the decade (Figure 
2.4). 

Source: SFA 

Note: This figure does note take into account various discounts offered by SEPEC on fuel purchase by vessel-
owners. 

Figure 2.4  Revenue from Industrial  tuna fishing activity 

Table 2.3  Main sources of access fees 2004 – 2006 (SR mill ion) 

  2004 2005  % change 2006  % change 

 EU Contribution 25.71 39.18 52.39 33.18 -15.31 

      Compensation 12.33 28.25 129.12 28.59 1.20 

      Excess catch 13.38 10.93 -18.31 4.59 -58.01 

 Purse Seiners 16.87 15.41 -8.65 16.05 4.17 

        Fix payment 2.32 4.01 72.84 3.88 -3.24 

        Excess catch 9.84 9.07 -7.83 7.34 -19.07 

        Private vessels 4.05 1.71 -57.78 4.53 164.91 

        Fines 0.55 -       

        Supply vessels 0.11 0.62 463.64 0.30 -51.29 

 Longliners 15.78 17.36 10.01 12.30 -29.15 

Total 58.36 71.95 23.29 61.53 -14.48 

Source: SFA 
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Total fees paid by foreign boat owners dropped by 14.5%, from approxi-
mately SR 72 mill ion in 2005 to SR 61.53 mill ion in 2006. This is princi-
pally due to 15.3% and 29.2% declines in payments by the EU and 
longliners, respectively. Payment by the EU for excess catch made in the 
EEZ above the reference tonnage of 44,000 MT fell considerably, by over 
58%, which resulted from a 62% reduction in the excess catch. EU finan-
cial compensation remained stable as there were no major changes in the 
protocol of the fishing agreement between the two parties (Table 2.3). 
 
The decline in excess catch also resulted in a 19% drop in excess catch 
payment by vessels owners under the Seychelles/EU fishing agreement. 
Overall ,  total payment by purse seiners and supply vessels registered a 
sl ight increase of 4.2%.  License fee payment by longliners declined by 
29.2% due to a reduction of 21% in the number of l icenses issued. Total 
payment by Seychelles registered vessels in 2006 amounted to SR 5.10 
mill ion, divided into the following categories: 
 
 Purse Seiners   SR 4.032 mill ion 
 Longliners   SR 0.830 mill ion 
 Supply Vessels  SR 0.220 mill ion 

Figure 2.5  Main sources of l icense payment 2005 - 2006 
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In terms of the distribution of the l icense fees, the EU remains the high-
est contributor with 54% of total payments. The proportion of payment 
by purse seiners grew by 5% to reach 26% of total payments while the 
share by longliners declined (Figure 2.5). 
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2.4 Export of  fish and fish products 
 
Exports of fish and fish products constitute another important source of 
foreign exchange earnings for the country. In addition, processing of 
fish into exportable products generates a significant amount of employ-
ment and income. In 2006, mixed results were recorded in the volume 
and value of marine products exported (Table 2.4). While the volume of 
products exported dropped by 3.7%, the value of exports registered 4% 
increase. The quantity exported dropped from 41,234 to 39,715 MT, 
while value rose from SR 1.040  to SR 1.081 bil l ion. 
 
Dried shark fin and sea cucumber export volumes increased by 34%, and 
increased by 71.6% in value. This suggests more favorable prices being 
received for these two products on the international markets. Similarly 
for canned tuna, the increase in the value of export as opposed to the 
decrease in quantity implies an increase in the unit price of this product. 
This translates into an 8.7% increase in the per tonnage price, from SR 
24,711 per MT in 2005 to SR 26,872 per MT in 2006. This is in l ine with 
developments in the EU canned tuna market where prices increased dur-
ing the year. 

  2005 2006 % change 

  MT SR’000 MT SR’000 MT SR’000 

 Fresh and frozen fish 503.00 16,451.00 369.70 13,674.00 (26.50) (16.88) 

 Canned tuna 39,653.00 979,851.00 38,498.00 1,034,498.00 (2.91) 5.58 

 Frozen prawns 772.00 31,643.00 624.00 25,252.00 (19.17) (20.20) 

 Other processed fish 267.00 10,232.00 170.00 3,134.00 (36.33) (69.37) 

 Dried shark fins & sea cucumber 39.00 1,626.00 52.23 2,790.00 33.92 71.59 
 Others* - - 1.10 1,979.00   

 Total 41,234.00 1,039,803.00 39,715.03 1,081,327.00 (3.68) 3.99 

 Total domestic exports  1,164,772.00  1,194,600.00   

 % of domestic exports  89.27  90.52   

Table 2.4  Export of f ish and fish products 2005 – 2006 

Source: SFA and NSB 
* includes spanner crabs and baby giant clams 

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 
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Figures for the export of fresh and frozen fish suggest a similar develop-
ment as with canned tuna, with the average earning per kilogram exported 
increasing by 13.1%, from SR 32.7 in 2005 to SR 37/kg in 2006. For fro-
zen prawns and other processed fish, the average earning per kilogram 
declined by 1.3% and 51.9%, respectively. Overall ,  the value of exports 
of fish and fish products was 8% more than the previous year, implying 
either additional value addition by the sector or higher market prices for 
the products. 
 
In 2006, there was a sl ight increase in the share of fish and fish products 
exports in terms of total domestic earnings. The share increased from 
89.3% in 2005 to 90.5% in 2006, again i l lustrating the importance of ma-
rine product exports to foreign exchange earnings. Europe remains Sey-
chelles’ primary market for fish and fish products. In 2006, about 96% of 
the total export was to Europe, with canned tuna being the dominant 
commodity. South-east Asian countries such as China, Japan and Singa-
pore constituted the other important markets for Seychelles sea products, 
frozen prawns, dried sea cucumber and shark fins. 
 
2.5 Import of  fish and fish products 
 
During 2006, an increase in both the value and volume of fish and fish 
products imported was registered. The main product, frozen tuna was 
destined for the IOT canning factory either for canning or for fish-meal 
production. The other commodities imported are supplies for the hotel 
market, for bait for the domestic fishing industry and for retail ing to lo-

Table 2.5  Import of f ish and fish products 2004 – 2005 

  2005 2006 % change 

  MT SR’000 MT SR’000 MT SR’000 
 Fish, Fresh or Chilled 0.09 10.00 0.22 14.82 141.76 48.19 

 Fish, Frozen 87,281.03 422,511.22 91,929.53 517,548.00 5.33 22.49 

 Fish, Fillets and other fish meat 0.44 19.69 0.50 35.56 13.64 80.60 

 Fish, dried, salted or in brine 21.42 170.60 46.21 1,434.38 115.69 740.79 

 Molluscs and Crustaceans 131.86 5,197.24 159.20 7,425.88 20.73 42.88 
 Others 29.01 628.71 7.01 303.14 (75.84) (51.78) 

 Total 87,463.86 428,537.46 92,142.67 526,761.78 5.35 22.92 

Source: NSB 
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The volume of fish and fish products imported increased by 5.4% to reach 
92,143 MT. The total outlay to the country increased by 22.9%, from SR 
428 mill ion in 2005 to reach a record SR 526 mill ion in 2006. There was a 
16.7% increase in the average price of fish produce imported, from SR 
4,900 per MT in 2005 to SR 5,717 per MT.  
 
Frozen tuna, the main raw material for the canning factory, remained the 
dominant import commodity, accounting for over 99% of total imports of 
fish and fish products in volume terms, and 98% in value terms. The 
share of marine product imports to total imports of the country increased 
by 1% in 2006, and stood at 12.6% of total imports. Not including im-
ports of frozen tuna for the canning factory, the share of fish and fish 
products imports to total animal food import remained fairly stable, at 
about 6.3% for the last two years. This indicates that Seychelles is com-
pletely self sufficient in fish production for local consumption, except for  
specific products intended for the hotel industry. 
 
Further analysis of fish and fish product imports suggest major changes in 
specific use and consumption purposes of the commodities as well as av-
erage prices. For example, with regards to fresh and chil led products, the 
quantity imported increase by 142% whilst the associated value increased 
by only 48.2%, resulting in a 39% decrease in the average price of the im-
ported products. With regards to the category of dried, salted or fish in 
brine, there was a large increase of 290% in the average price, which led 
to an increase of 741% in the total outlay expended on this category of 
products. This dramatic change was brought about by changes in the com-
position of the products imported, with almost no fish meal imported and 
more emphasis on smoked, dried and salted fish, and fish in brine. 
 
2.6 Foreign currency f lows 
 
Trade in fish and fish products, as well as transactions in other related ac-
tivities and services, constitute an important growth and income generat-
ing sector to the Seychelles’ economy. In addition, these activities have 
major influences on the country’s balance of payments as a major compo-
nent of the country’s gross foreign exchange inflow is derived from fish 
and fish products trading activities. 

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 
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Total gross exports for the year were valued at SR 1.081 bil l ion, while im-
ports for the same year amounted to SR 526.8 mill ion. This translates into 
a gross trade surplus of SR 554.2 mill ion, nearly 14% less than the surplus 
achieved the previous year. However, this positive balance only takes into 
account imports of fish and not other inputs required by the industry. 
Therefore, the net inflow will be much lower. 

Table 2.6  Gross inflow of foreign exchange generated by the f isheries sector and 
related activit ies 2004 – 2006 (SR million) 

 
  2004 2005 % change 2006 % change 

 Visible Exports 988.55 1,040.00 5.20 1,081.00 3.93 

 Revenue from Industrial Tuna Fishing 409.00 637.00 55.75 804.82 26.35 

 Gross Inflow from Fisheries (a) 1,397.55 1,677.00 20.00 1,885.82 12.45 

 Current Account Receipts (b) 3,570.80 3,451.80 -3.33 3,948.30 14.38 

 (a) as % age of (b) 39.14 48.58   47.76 14.38 

Source: SFA, NSB, CBS 

Overall gross inflow of foreign currency generated by the fishing industry 
and related activities amounted to a record SR 1.886 bill ion in 2006, 
12.5% higher than in 2005 when gross inflow stood at SR 1.677 bil l ion 
(Table 2.6). 
 
The gross total current account receipts for 2006² stood at SR 3.948 bil-
l ion, which indicates that inflows from fisheries and related activities ac-
counted for 47.8% of receipts from trade in goods, services income re-
ceipts and current transfer inwards. This is sl ightly lower that the previ-
ous year when 48.6% of foreign exchange inflow was generated by the 
sector. 
 
Official figures from the Central Bank indicate that earnings from tourism 
trade (tickets sales to non-residents and tourism earnings) for the year 
2006 stood at SR 1.777 bil l ion which amounts to about 45% of total gross 
current account receipts. The fisheries sector, therefore, remains the main 
gross foreign currency earner in the Seychelles’ economy and continues to 
play a major role in socio-economic development and growth. 

 ² Figure still provisional 
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3. INDUSTRIAL AND SEMI-INDUSTRIAL 
TUNA FISHING ACTIVITIES 

 ¹ For those years, the species compositions declared on the captain’s logbook were corrected using data collected from the 
ongoing tuna sampling programme conducted during transhipment and landing in Port Victoria.  
 

3.1 The purse seine fishery 
 
3.1.1    Catches, fishing effort, catch rates and species composition 
 
In 2006 the total catch in the Western Indian Ocean by purse seiners 
holding Seychelles’ l icenses was estimated at 389,936 MT, compared to 
389,256 MT in 2005. Over the past five years, the purse seine tuna catches 
have been exceptional and the 2006 catch is the second highest annual 
catch reported to date (Figure 3.1). 
  
Fishing effort in 2006 was estimated at 14,551 fishing days, 9% higher 
than the 13,353 fishing days reported in 2005. The overall monthly catch 
rates in 2006 ranged from 13.80 to 48.03 MT/fishing day. The average 
catch rate was 26.80 MT/fishing day, lower than the 29.15 MT/fishing 
day for 2005 (Table 3.1). 
 
Skipjack and yellowfin tuna accounted for 57% and 38% of the total 
catch, respectively (Table 3.1). The catch of yellowfin dropped by 16.8% 
while the catch of skipjack increased by 16.7%.  
 

Table 3.1  Tuna catch statistics 1997 - 2006 

 Total Catch Catch 
Rate 

Yellowfin Skipjack 

Year (MT) MT/Day Catch % Catch % Catch % 

1997 271,100 17.41 71,370 26 171,404 63 28,326 10 

1998 252,595 16.35 69,905 28 151,894 60 30,796 12 

1999 331,424 23.66 87,659 26 213,182 64 30,583 9 

2000 330,340 24.71 118,738 36 191,912 58 19,690 6 

20011 296,141 21.77 112,097 37 161,107 54 22,937 8 

20021 379,253 28.88 127,156 33 218,415 57 33,682 9 

20031 408,366 34.87 197,781 48 189,566 46 21,019 5 

20041 358,261 30.03 201,728 56 137,102 38 19,431 5 

20051  389,256  29.15  176,323 45  190,050 48 22,883 7 

20061 389,936 26.80 146,696 38 221,852 57 21,388 5 

Others 

13 
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 2005 2006 

Country Catch (MT)    % Effort CPUE Catch (MT)    % Effort CPUE 

Spain 182,295 47 5,912 30.83 199,405 51 6,611 30.16 

France 107,203 28 3.846 27.87 98,792 25 4.720 20.93 

Seychelles 87,537 23 3,092 28.31 79,342 20 2,771 28.63 

Others
*
  12,221 3 503 24.30 12,397 3 449 27.61 

Total 389,256 100 13,353 29.15 389,936 100 14,551 26.80 

Table 3.2  Tuna catch statistics by country of registration 2005 - 2006 
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Figure 3.1 Total catch reported by purse seiners licensed to f ish in Seychelles waters 1997 – 2006 

 
Since 2003, an increasing trend has been observed in fishing effort while 
the CPUE has decreased (Figure 3.2). 

* Others or OTH represents other countries and in 2005 it included Italy and Iran. In 2006 OTH included Iran, Italy and May-
otte. 
 

In 2006, the Spanish vessels reported an increase of 9% in their total 
catch while the French and the Seychelles fleet reported a decrease of 8% 
and 9% respectively (Table 3.2).  
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3.1.2  Fishing grounds exploited 
 
Figures 3.3a and 3.3b show the distribution of fishing effort and figures 
3.4a and 3.4b show the distribution of catches reported by purse seiners 
(holding l icenses to operate in Seychelles waters) in the Western Indian 
Ocean by 1º square, for 2005 and 2006 respectively. A decrease in fishing 
effort was observed north of the Mozambique Channel and NW of Sey-
chelles when compared to 2005. A significant increase in fishing effort 
east of Somalia was reported in 2006. 
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Figure 3.2  Total effort (fishing days) and catch rates (MT/fishing day) reported by purse seiners 
l icensed to f ish in Seychelles waters 1997 – 2006 

Figures 3.3a and 3.3b  Purse seine total f ishing effort by 1º square, 2005 and 2006 
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Figures 3.4a and 3.4b  Purse Seine total catch by 1º square, 2005 -  2006 
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3.1.3  Transhipment and landings in Port Victoria 
 
A total of 371,087 MT of tuna was transhipped or landed in Port Victoria 
in 2006. This is equivalent to 95% of the total tuna caught during the year 
(Table 3.4). Overall ,  a 9% increase in the total tuna transhipment/
landings was recorded during 2006 when compared to 2005.  
 
In terms of other ports used by purse seiners for transhipping in the re-
gion, 8,445 MT was transhipped/landed in Diego Suarez, while 5,282 MT 
and 3,998 MT were transhipped/landed in Mombassa and Mauritius, re-
spectively.  

 
 

Table 3.4  Transhipment and landings in Port Victoria by nationality,  for 2005 - 2006 

 
Country 

 

2005 2006 

Transhipment/landings % of 
catch* Transhipment/landings % of 

catch* 

 Spain 162,046 89 192,912 97 

 France 100,731 94  90,356 91 

 Italy 7,985 88 8,901 100 

 Seychelles 67,625 77 76,538 96 

 Mayotte 0 0 1,902 63 

 Iran 1299 42 478 100 

Total 339,686 87 371,087 95 

 * Total tuna transhipped/ landed in Port Victoria by country as percentage of their total catch 
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3.1.4  Purse seine tuna sampling in Port Victoria 
 
The tuna sampling programme to collect length frequency and species 
composition data of tuna landed or transhipped in Port Victoria contin-
ued in 2006.  This sampling programme allows the correction of species 
composition estimates made by skippers on their logbooks. A total of 
1,714 samples were taken during 2006 compared to 1,740 in 2005. The 
number of fish for which length frequency data were taken was 309,572 
(299,605 in 2005). The grand total of fish measured and counted was 
699,822 (671,971 in 2005) (Table 3.5). 

The Column "Total" indicates the number of fish measured and counted. 

Table 3.5  Sampling details by nationality of vessel 

Country Sample 
Yellowfin Skipjack Bigeye Other species 

Measured Total Measured Total Measured Total Measured Total 

 France 525 52,726 52,726 31,996 97,825 7,810 7,810 2,218 2,218 

 Spain 830 91,131 91,131 38,820 265,487 13,208 13,208 8,001 8,001 

 Seychelles 308 32,503 32,503 15,060 104,702 3,030 3,030 3,549 3,549 

 Italy 45 4,273 4,273 3,317 9,601 514 514 76 76 

 Mayotte 6 616 616 600 2,428 120 120 4 4 

Total 1,714 181,249 181,249 89,793 480,043 24,682 24,682 13,848 13,848 

3.2 The longline fishery 
 
3.2.1  Catch and effort 
 
The catch statistics for 2006 are not included in this report as the number 
of logbooks received was very low at the close of the database. This is be-
cause the longliners often spend up to one year at sea, hence delays in the 
logbooks being received by SFA. The statistics presented here (Table 3.6 
and 3.7) represent only a small sample of longliners’ activity in the West-
ern Indian Ocean, as longliners fishing in the region, but not having a l i-
cense to operate in the Seychelles EEZ, are under no obligation to report 
to SFA.  
 

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 
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*Others means other species, which include mainly swordfish and other billfish (marlins, sailfish) , and sharks  
1 The figures for 2005 are still preliminary since the logbook returned was still low at the close of the database. 

Table 3.6  Longliner catch statistics reported to the SFA, 1996 - 2005 

 Logbooks 
returned 

Total 
catch 

Catch 
rate Yellowfin Bigeye Others

*
 

(Months) (MT) (MT/1000 
hooks) Catch % Catch % Catch % 

1996 118 2,244 0.44 1,146 51 805 36 293 13 

1997 176 2,439 0.39 1,181 48 831 34 427 17 

1998 222 3,799 0.35 1,667 44 1,583 42 549 14 

1999 317 4,995 0.34 2,284 46 2,106 42 605 12 

2000 278 5,053 0.36 2,081 41 2,147 42 825 15 

2001 453 10,534 0.45 4,259 40 3,553 34 2,722 20 

2002 676 12,531 0.46 4,093 33 5,021 40 3,417 21 

2003 881 17,082 0.51 7,216 42 6,769 40 3,097 16 

2004 929 21,336 0.48 7,919 37 10,405 49 3,012 14 

2005
1
 456 16,054 0.63 8,412 52 6,046 38 1,596 11 

3.2.2  Fishing grounds exploited 
 
During 2004 and 2005 longliners (holding licences to operate in Seychelles 
waters) activities were mostly concentrated in the east Somalia, NW and 
SE Seychelles areas. Their activities also extended to the Arabian Sea 
where they targeted mainly yellowfin tuna (Figures 3.5a and 3.5b). 

  

2004 2005 

Fishing effort 
(hooks) 

Catch (MT) Catch rate 
(MT/1000 
hooks) 

Fishing effort 
(hooks) 

Catch (MT) Catch rate 
(MT/1000 
hooks) 

Japan 7,990,533 4,067 0.51 5,793,765 2,692 0.46 

Taiwan (ROC) 16,394,559 6,295 0.38 387,312 158 0.41 

Seychelles 17,636,222 9,998 0.57 19,048,695 13,049 0.69 

South Korea 1,935,830 761 0.39 434,353 155 0.36 

China 722,800 215 0.3 0 0 0 

Total/Average 44,679,944 21,336 0.48 25,664,125 16,054 0.63 

Table 3.7  Longliner catch statistics reported by country, 2004 - 2005 
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Figures 3.5a and 3.5b  Distribution of catches reported by industrial longliners by 1º square, 2004 
- 2005 

3.3 The semi-industrial fishery 
 
3.3.1  Vessels active and fishing effort  
 
In 2006, six semi-industrial vessels conducted a total of 40 longline fish-
ing trips for tuna and swordfish compared with 43 trips conducted by 5 
local vessels in 2005.  This represents a 7% decrease in the number of 
fishing trips targeting tuna and swordfish. The fishing effort (number of 
hooks) also decreased, from 196,551 hooks in 2005 to 194,611 hooks in 
2006 (Figure 3.6). 

Figure 3.6  Trend in number of vessels and fishing effort from 1997 – 2006 
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3.3.2  Total catch and catch rates  
 
The estimated catch by the local semi-industrial fleet for 2006 was 219 
MT, compared to 290 MT in 2005 (Figure 3.7). This represents a 25% de-
crease in catches, while fishing effort decreased by only 1%. The catch 
rate estimated for 2006 was 1.13 MT/1000 hooks, compared to 1.48 
MT/1000 hooks for 2005. The swordfish CPUE has decreased from 
0.86MT/1000 hooks in 2005 to 0.59MT/1000 hooks for 2006. The CPUE 
of tuna (yellowfin and bigeye) also decreased, from 0.25 and 0.28 
MT/1000 hooks in 2005 to 0.22 and 0.27 MT/1000 hooks, respectively.   

Figure 3.7  Total landed catch and catch rates reported since the beginning 
of the fishery 

3.3.3  Species composition 
 
The species composition reported since the beginning of the fishery is 
given in Table 3.8. Swordfish remained the dominant species in the catch 
with 52% in 2006, dropping from 58% in 2005. The percentages of yel-
lowfin and bigeye tuna in the catch increased slightly in 2006. 

 
Table 3.8  Species composition of the total catch reported from 1997 - 2006 

 Swordfish Yellowfin Bigeye Sailfish Marlin Shark Others Total 
1997 229.83 80.85 48.99 8.27 18.40 8.79 5.88 401.01 
1998 241.32 50.79 64.90 2.07 8.82 24.80 3.73 396.43 
1999 292.43 94.10 87.29 16.19 18.55 63.61 8.46 580.61 
2000 259.67 50.41 57.14 35.70 13.89 78.03 5.90 500.75 
2001 270.18 96.28 57.56 21.42 12.10 71.30 6.75 535.60 
2002 135.12 41.94 24.08 7.56 3.92 14.79 2.92 230.34 
2003 65.51 13.13 11.44 0.43 0.28 0.07 0.00 90.87 
2004 71.06 7.43 7.24 0.65 0.40 3.21 0.19 90.16 
2005 168.11 49.82 55.75 4.76 1.95 8.36 1.54 290.27 
2006 114.58 43.17 52.47 1.99 1.87 4.44 0.57 219.09 
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3.3.4  Shark fishing activities 
 
In 2006 a total of nine vessels (ten vessels in 2005) continued targeting 
sharks despite the fact that the restriction for export of swordfish to the 
EU market was l ifted in February 2005. A total of 82 shark fishing trips 
were conducted compared to 83 trips in 2005. A total of 17.91 MT of 
shark meat and 22.33 MT of shark fins were landed in 2006, compared to 
21.81 MT of meat and 22.15 MT of fins landed in 2005. This represents a 
decrease of 20% in the meat landed whilst the fins landed has remained 
constant, indicating an increase in the level of discards at sea. Shark 
catches consisted mainly of the blue shark (Prionace glauca), oceanic 
whitetip shark (Carcharinus longimanus), si lky shark (Carcharinus falc i formis), 
hammerhead shark (Sphyrna spp) , mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus),  thresher 
shark (Alopias sp) and tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvieri) .   
 
3.4 Research activities 
 
3.4.1  FADIO project 
 
FADIO (Fish Aggregating Devices as Instrumented Observatories of pe-
lagic ecosystems) is a research project funded by the Directorate General 
Research of the European Union. FADIO aims include the study of be-
haviour of tuna and other pelagic species around Fish Aggregating De-
vices (FADs), along with the development of new scientific tools to ob-
serve the behaviour of fish. With the completion of the last research trip 
in October 2005, the last year of the project (2006) was mostly dedicated 
to data analysis and the preparation of reports and scientific papers. How-
ever, a short trip was organised for two members of the FADIO team on 
board a French purse seiner, with the objective of fi lming fishing opera-
tions. To mark the end of the project, in October 2006, a one day meeting 
was organised in Monaco, where the main results of the project were pre-
sented to the participants and discussions on a follow-up project were 
held. SFA staff who had been involved in the project attended this last 
meeting.  

21 Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 
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3.4.2  CAPPES (CAPturabilité des grands PElagiques exploités à la 
palangre dérivante dans la Zone Economique Exclusive des 
Seychelles) 
 
The CAPPES research project, initiated in 2004 by SFA in collaboration 
with IRD (a French research institute) and local operators, continued dur-
ing 2006. The last three longline trips of the project were conducted in 
March, April and May. Patrick Hoareau, skipper of MV Pisces, also col-
lected data for the project using time depth recorders. 
 
All data collected during the 11 trips of the project were entered in a da-
tabase (DEFIL), created specifically for the project. Preliminary results 
(catch, CPUE, depredation rate) were summarised in a report presented 
during the IOTC Scientific Committee in November (IOTC-SC-2006-
inf04). A presentation of the results concerning selectivity of bait was 
made by Pascal Bach (from IRD) in Mayotte during a workshop on 
‘Incidental Catch of Non-Targeted Marine Species, Problems and Mitiga-
tion Measures’.  In December, the draft of a manual for fishermen explain-
ing how to use a shooter line to target deeper layers (the first objective of 
the project) was presented to fishermen, and will  be finalised at the begin-
ning of 2007. 
 
The data collected will  be analysed in more detail in 2007, particularly 
those data concerning habitat (objective two of the project), in order to 
write scientific papers.  
 
3.4.3 Depredation study 
 
The local longline fishery has faced problems of depredation by marine 
mammals and sharks since its inception. In order to identify the main 
problems and mitigation measures, an expert mission from France was 
funded by the French Cooperation in November. During a two-day work-
shop with the main stakeholders, the problems faced by the longline op-
erators were discussed and a plan of action was prepared for the next two 
years. This will include training in identification of marine mammals that 
are involved in depredation, the use of observers on some of the semi-
industrial longliners to collect information on depredation rates, and 
identification of predators. A study will be carried out early in 2007 to de-
termine from existing data at SFA and skippers’ logs if there are seasonal 
patterns or geographical areas where predation rates are more significant.  
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The last part of the action plan will involve the use of an experimental 
longline to understand the process of depredation. The results will  be 
used to propose mitigation measures to reduce depredation rates. During 
their mission, the experts also spent 5 days on a semi-industrial longliner 
(MV Albacore). They identified five species of marine mammals around 
the fishing boat and sound recordings were made to build a l ibrary of 
acoustic signals for each of these species. 
 
3.4.4  Regional swordfish project 
 
Swordfish has traditionally been fished by distant water longliners. In the 
past 15 years, some countries of the region have developed their own 
fleets to fish this resource. Recognising a lack of biological data (age, sex 
ratio, maturity stages) to conduct accurate stock assessments and the po-
tential of local depletion, especially in the Southwest Indian Ocean, IOTC 
recommended that studies be undertaken to address major data require-
ments for the fisheries.  
 
IFREMER organised a one week workshop in Réunion Island in Septem-
ber to prepare a research proposal as a response to IOTC’s recommenda-
tions. This workshop was attended by two staff from SFA. The proposed 
project comprises of four main objectives: to fil l  gaps on swordfish bio-
logical data needs for stock assessment; to better understand the stock 
structure of swordfish and its dynamics at the Indian Ocean scale, using 
different scientific tools and approaches including genetic analysis; to un-
derstand the connectivity of swordfish populations between the Indian, 
Pacific and Atlantic oceans; and lastly, to provide relevant information on 
swordfish stock structure to the IOTC. To maximise coverage of the 
stocks, each participating institution will  sample its own geographical area 
using observers/technicians placed on board commercial longliners and, 
when possible, on research vessels. Core funding for this 3-year project 
will  be sought from the EC, and the project is expected to start in 2007.  

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 
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4.1 Catch assessment survey (CAS) 
 
Based upon output from the CAS, which has been implemented since 
1985, this section of the report reviews the performance of the major ar-
tisanal fisheries in 2006 and summarises important trends. The total ar-
tisanal catch during 2006 was 3,850 MT. Representing a decrease of 13% 
compared to 2005, the catch was the lowest since 2003 (Figure 4.1). The 
catch was 645 MT lower than the long-term (22-years) average annual 
catch of 4,495 MT. With respect to the previous year, there was a greater 
decrease in catches on Mahé (15%) compared to Praslin/La Digue (3%).  

4. ARTISANAL FISHERY 

Figure 4.1  Total artisanal f ishery catch (MT) on Mahé and Praslin/La Digue, 1985 – 2006   

As determined from monthly mean estimates of the number of vessels in 
operation, whereby the maximum value is used as an indicator of fleet ac-
tivity for the year, the fishing activities of outboard, whaler and schooner 
vessels all increased in 2006 compared to the previous year. The increase 
in vessel activity most l ikely reflects the completion of fleet rehabil itation 
programmes conducted in 2005 following the December 2004 tsunami. 
The logbook returns from the sport fishery continued to be poor, preclud-
ing estimation of the number of vessels engaged in that fishery (Table 
4.1).  
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*Includes part t ime f ishing vessels.  **Data not avai lable due to poor logbook returns 

Vessel Type 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Pirogue* 32 31 30 33 30 27 

Outboard* 236 234 250 239 234 242 

Whaler 95 96 109 93 83 94 

Schooner 14 13 16 20 18 26 

Sport 40 38 21 ** ** ** 

Dropline 2 1 0 4 2 4 

Table 4.1  Maximum mean monthly number of fishing vessels in operation, 2001 – 2006  

The composition of the total artisanal catch by vessel category was typical 
of long-term trends, with whalers dominating catches, followed by out-
boards, schooners and pirogues (Table 4.2). Catches by whalers and 
schooners increased slightly over 2005, while those made by outboard 
vessels declined.  
 
 

Table 4.2  Percentage of annual catch landed by major vessel types, 2001 – 2006, including foot 
f ishermen 

Vessel Type 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Pirogue 1.2 0.6 1.1 1.3 1.6 2.1 

Outboard 24.9 25.2 27.2 34.3 36.2 28.2 

Whalers 66.7 68.5 63.8 54.2 50.4 56.8 

Schooners 6.1 4.5 6.8 9.0 11.1 11.5 

Foot Fishermen 1.1 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.7 0.6 

Research Vessels 1.7 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Dropline Vessels 0.1 0 0 0 0.1 0.6 

A significant change in the species composition of the catch occurred in 
2006, with catches of red snapper (Lutjanidae) surpassing those of trevally 
(Carangoides and Caranx spp .) for the first time (Table 4.3). Trevally has de-
clined in relative importance, from a high of 41.6% (2,042 MT) in 2002 to 
a low of 19.9% (766 MT) in 2006. As catches of these semi-pelagic species 
have decreased, those of red snapper have increased each year since 2002, 
reaching 1,028 MT in 2006. These trends are related and are due to 
greater targeting of red snapper for local and export markets, as opposed 
to declines in trevally stocks. Red snapper are valued more highly than 
trevally, and handline vessels, notably whalers, are increasingly switching 
from semi-pelagic to demersal resources. These trends have important im-
plications for red snapper stocks, as discussed later in this section. 
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Table 4.3  Species composition of the artisanal catch (%), 2001 -  2006 

Species Group Annual Catches 

English / Scientific Kreol 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Trevally (Carangoides spp.) Karang 30.0 41.6 33.6 28.2 24.9 19.9 

Red Snapper (Lutjanus spp.) Bourzwa, etc 14.1 10.0 11.5 17.0 22.2 26.7 

Jobfish (Aprion virescens) Zob 16.4 12.4 15.8 12.5 11.2 15.5 

Emperors (Lethrinus spp.) Kapten 11.3 6.9 6.1 6.2 5.1 4.4 

Bonito (Euthynnus spp.) Bonit 1.2 1.5 3.5 1.9 2.0 1.9 

Groupers (Epinephelus spp.) Vyey 2.5 1.5 2.4 2.3 2.1 3.2 

Rabbitfish (Siganus spp.) Kordonnyen 2.1 4.1 6.6 7.6 5.4 7.2 

Mackerel (Rastrelliger spp.) Makro Dou 6.1 7.0 5.7 11.0 15.4 4.8 

Others  16.3 15.1 14.8 13.3 12.0 16.4 

Total Catches (MT) 4,290 4,915 3,852 4,177 4,439 3,850 

Catches of job increased from 499 MT in 2005 to 597 MT in 2006, as re-
flected in their importance to the catch (Table 4.3). The grouper catch 
also improved over the previous year, increasing from 93 to 123 MT. 
While the importance of bonito in the catch remained stable compared to 
the previous year, emperors declined in importance, with catches fal l ing 
from 227 to 169 MT. Constituting one of the main target species of the 
trap fishery, catches of rabbitfish increased from 241 to 277 MT, raising 
their importance in the catch composition. The mackerel fishery is known 
to be highly variable and the recent trend of increasing catches was re-
versed in 2006, with a decline of 499 MT compared to the previous year. 

 

4.2 Lobster fishery  
 
In October, fishers and SFA collaborated to implement the Participatory 
Lobster Monitoring Programme. Results from this independent assess-
ment of lobster stocks at sentinel fishing grounds indicated a relatively 
stable resource base and the season for 2006/2007 was opened from De-
cember to February inclusive. The total catch for the season was esti-
mated at 6.1 MT, compared to 3.9 MT during 2005/2006 when the season 
was a month shorter in duration. An estimated catch of 4.1 MT of lob-
sters was landed on Mahé, while the landings for La Digue were estimated 
at 1.1 MT. Most lobsters were captured by snorkelling (93.2%), while 
catches made by traps were low.  
 
Based on logbook submissions, a total of 222 trips were undertaken dur-
ing the season, representing a total of 583 man-trips when crew sizes are 
taken into account. The estimated catch per unit of effort (CPUE) was 
27.7 kg/trip, which was considerably higher than the previous season.  
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Typical of previous seasons, the catch composition of lobsters was domi-
nated by pronghorn spiny lobster (Panulirus penici l latus) , which accounted 
for 68.7% of the total catch, followed by long-legged spiny lobster 
(Panulirus longipes)  with 28.5 %. 
 
4.3 Sea cucumber fishery 
 
The rapid development of the sea cucumber fishery in recent years is 
mainly due to the increase in demand, and consequently the higher prices 
being paid, on Asian and even local markets, for dried sea cucumbers. 
Fishermen target mainly three species of teat fish (black teatfish, white 
teatfish and pentard), which fetch the highest prices on the market, and a 
few other species such as Thelenota ananas (prickly redfish) and Actinopyga 
maurit iana (yellow surfish). The number of sea cucumbers harvested annu-
ally has increased (Table 4.4). The most significant increase is with re-
gards to pentard, of which 83,822 units were harvested in 2005 and 
160,190 units in 2006, an increase of 91%. For all  species the catch in 
2006 represents a 28.7% increase compared to 2005. 
 

Table 4.4  Number of sea cucumbers harvested for the year 2002 – 2006 

1The 2006 figures are still provisional as not all catch and effort forms have been submitted to the SFA.  
 
 
According to export statistics from the Department of Finance, in 2006 a 
total of 43.7 MT and an additional 74,000 pieces of dried sea cucumbers 
were exported for a total value of SR 1,947 mill ion. In 2006, SFA initiated 
procedures to inspect al l sea cucumber exports to allow validation against 
landed volume. 
 
A precautionary approach is sti l l  being adopted for the management of 
the fishery, with a quota of 25 fishing licenses, each allowed a maximum 
of 4 authorised divers. A management plan has been prepared in consulta-
tion with the Sea Cucumber Advisory Management Committee and should 
be implemented in 2007. 
 
 

Year Black Teat Sandfish White Teat Prickly 
Red Pentard Others Total 

2002 6,926 903 41,212 6,561 9,912 46,027 111,541 

2003 8,543 33 26,374 15,779 48,506 69,482 168,717 

2004 9,417 622 41,221 12,254 59,488 52,181 175,183 

2005 11,602 100 45,928 17,194 83,822 98,055 256,701 

20061 10,050 1,852 38,148 16,189 160,190 103,844 330,273 
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Enforcement of regulations governing the fishery is crucial towards en-
suring the sustainability of the resource.  License holders are required to 
keep records of their fishing activities in a specified format, which have 
to be submitted to the SFA at the end of each month.  The level of com-
pliance to this condition of l icense has been one of the main challenges in 
managing this fishery. 
 
4.4 Research activities 
 
4.4.1  Spawning aggregation research and management programme 
 
The programme, funded by the Marine Science for Management pro-
gramme (MASMA) of the Western Indian Ocean Marine Science Associa-
tion (WIOMSA), was completed in 2006 with the submission of the final 
MASMA report in June. The project was considered a success by the 
MASMA committee in that it achieved the objectives of the MASMA pro-
gramme in l inking science to management. Considerable progress has been 
made in designing a management framework for grouper spawning aggre-
gations, including proposed regulations for closed areas and seasons to 
protect key spawning sites and vulnerable species. The results of the pro-
gramme strongly support the development of co-management systems for 
rabbitfish spawning aggregations and the trap fishery. Activities to de-
velop these systems were incorporated in the GEF/UNDP Mainstreaming 
Biodiversity project prepared in 2006.    
 
4.4.2  Stock assessment of the emperor red snapper Lutjanus sebae 
(Bourgeois) 
 
Concerns over the large increases in catch and effort on stocks of Lutjanus 
sebae (Bourgeois) resulted in focused research activities in 2006. Data 
from 2005  length-frequency samples were analysed using yield-per-recruit 
(YPR) methods, at the level of plateau and sector. The results indicate 
that fishing mortality rates have increased significantly and that l imit ref-
erence points have been reached or exceeded depending on location and 
scale. The stock is now considered over-exploited and management meas-
ures are required to enable stock rehabil itation. An intensive sampling 
programme was undertaken in 2006 to provide length-frequency data 
(>4,000 samples) for more robust YPR analysis on Lutjanus sebae in 2007, 
in addition to sampling for other key indicator species.   
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4.4.3  Study of the spatial and temporal distribution of trap fishing 
effort and fishery habitat assessment (MSc. project) 
 
In early 2006, SFA supported Andrea Christophe from the University of 
Pierre and Marie Curie (Paris) in her MSc. research studies. The study 
used local knowledge to determine the distribution of trap fishing effort.  
 
Fishing effort was found to be widely distributed around the main granitic 
islands. However, around half of the fishing effort was applied outside 
the coastal zone in depths greater than 20 m. A wide range of habitats are 
targeted by the trap fishery, as verified through SCUBA and remote un-
derwater camera surveys. Fisher knowledge of uncharted deep water 
‘micro-habitats’ was extensive and highlights the need for incorporation 
of this knowledge in management.    
 
4.4.4  Studies on the impacts of coral bleaching on reef fish and fish-
eries 
 
The research section participated in a regional research programme 
funded by several partners to determine the long-term impacts of coral 
bleaching on coral reef fish and fisheries. It is now apparent that reef fish 
communities and fisheries may be experiencing a time-lag response to the 
severe bleaching of 1998. While biomass levels currently remain high and 
are equivalent to those on pre-bleaching reefs, there are fewer smaller fish 
in the populations, which may impact reef fishery yields in years to come. 
Loss of habitat structure on carbonate reefs has been identified as a major 
factor leading to changes in the size composition of commercial species 
populations. Further collaboration on these studies, particularly with the 
University of Newcastle, is continuing.  
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5.1 Shrimp farming 
 
According to figures provided by the Seychelles Marketing Board (SMB), 
shrimp production reached 703.8 MT in 2006 (Figure 5.1). This represents 
a decrease of 8.8% compared to the 2005 production.  Data provided by 
the NSB show that 625 MT of shrimps were exported, with the balance 
sold on the local market.  

Figure 5.1  Shrimp production from 1997 to 2006 
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5.2 Giant clam and pearl oyster farming 
 
The number of giant clams (Tridacna maxima)  exported for the ornamental 
trade increased in 2006. A total of 858 clams were exported, mostly to 
European countries. Around 8 mill ion larvae were produced in one batch 
during the year, and some 7,000 juveniles have reached the post metamor-
phosis stage. 
 
Both round and half pearls (mabe) were harvested in 2006. More than 
5,000 adult oysters were implanted during the year, and will be ready for 
harvest within a period of two years. Spat were collected in lower num-
bers than in 2005, while the stock of oysters in the farms has remained 
more or less the same as in 2005.  



6. FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT AND  
EXTENSION 

6.1 Fisheries incentives 
 
6.1.1   Introduction 
 
Since the introduction of the Agriculture and Fisheries Incentives Act 
(FIA), which was enacted in March 2005, the number of registrations has 
increased. Under the act, registered fishers, boat-owners, fisheries proces-
sor/exporters are entitled to benefit from various concessions and incen-
tives. These include concessions on fuel, trades tax, GOP, GST exemp-
tion on imports, business tax rebate, and exemption on social security 
payment. 
 
Apart from the benefits gained by fishers under the act, the registration 
system that has been established is beneficial to SFA. The act has proved 
to be effective in encouraging boat-owners to register their boat(s) and 
make their status known to SFA. It also provides for better control of ac-
cess to fishing for fisheries management, and puts in place a framework 
for better control, monitoring and enforcement of fisheries regulations.  
Much more knowledge on catch statistics is obtained as registered boat-
owners have the obligation to submit data through logbooks for specific 
fisheries.  The system enables SFA to track fishers and boat-owners and 
their contact details, which facil itates the organisation’s approach towards 
co-management of fisheries and will  al low better monitoring of employ-
ment levels and fishery socio-economic status. 
 
6.1.2  Registration 
 
In 2006, a total of 267 boat-owners, 348 fishers and five processor/
exporters were registered with SFA compared to 240 boat-owners, 376 
fishermen and four processor/exporters in 2005.   
 
With regards to registration of fishers in 2006, as has been the case over 
the years, most registrations were from Mahé with 297 registered fisher-
men, followed by Praslin with 28 and La Digue with 23. 
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Fishermen also register to benefit from the ‘Sickness Benefit Scheme’, 
which compensates full-time fishermen when they fall sick or are unable 
to work. Under this scheme, fishermen receive SR67/day for the first 20 
days they fall  sick during one year and thereafter for each additional day 
that a claim is made they receive SR48. In order to benefit,  fishermen 
have to produce their fishermen registration card and a medical certificate 
to the Social Security Division. In the case of boat-owners, those who are 
also involved in fishing can lodge claims for sickness benefit while those 
who are solely boat-owners do not benefit under the scheme. Most of the 
267 registered boat-owners are benefiting from the fuel incentive scheme. 
Similar to fishermen, most registered boat-owners were from Mahé, with 
198 registered boat-owners, followed by Praslin with 49, La Digue with 18 
and Cerf Island with two boat-owners. 
 
A total of nine fishing companies, including the processor/exporters were 
registered to benefit under the FIA and they have mainly benefited 
through GST and trades tax concessions on imported goods. 

 
 
6.1.3  Fuel concessions 
 
The Fuel Incentive Scheme, initiated by SFA in collaboration with the 
Ministry of Finance in 1991, was revised under the FIA.  The revision in-
cludes new rates of rebate on diesel and petrol based on the amount of 
fuel the vessel is  al located per annum. Towards the end of the year, strin-
gent measures were introduced to avoid il legal use of fuel vouchers and 
fraud. 
 
In 2006, a total of 2.9 mill ion litres of petrol and diesel were disbursed 
under the fuel voucher scheme, 6.8% higher than disbursements in 2005. 
The total cost to the government grew by almost 30% to reach SR 5.5 mil-
l ion in 2006 (Table 6.1). 
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 2005 2006 % change 
 Litres of Diesel 351,698 13% 322,669 11% -8.25 
 Litres of Petrol 2,368,069 87% 2,528,498 89% 6.77 

Total 2,719,767 2,851,167 4.83 

 Sales Value (SR) 20,558,850 21,655,656 5.33 
 Cost to  
 Government 4,277,120 29.09 5,521,383 

Source: SFA 

Table 6.1  Sumary of fuel sales and cost to government 2005 - 2006 



During 2006, a maximum of 392 fishing vessels belonging to 322 boat 
owners were registered to benefit under the scheme, compared to a maxi-
mum of 274 vessels belonging to 219 boat-owners in 2005. Over the past 
few years demand for diesel has decreased, indicating a preference by boat 
owners for engines using petrol due to better fuel efficiency and econ-
omy. 

After a small decrease in 2004, the financial cost associated with the 
scheme has increased sharply, due to the coming into force of the Agri-
culture and Fisheries Incentive Act (FIA) in March 2005 when increases 
of 34% to 36% in the benefits were announced.  The increase again was 
prominent in 2006 as a full twelve months was experienced with the new 
concessions compared to only eight months in 2005 (Figure 6.1). 
 
6.1.4  GST and trades tax concessions 
 
In 2006, a total of 146 applications were received under the FIA for GST 
and trades tax concessions on imported materials. The various applica-
tions were made for different items including engines, commercial vehi-
cles, equipment and spare parts. Applications were received from individ-
ual boat owners and also companies processing and exporting fish and 
other related products. The total estimated CIF value for the applications 
received amounted to SR5,470,705. 
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Figure 6.1  Cost to government (SR Mill ion) from the fuel voucher scheme  
1991 -  2006 
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6.2 Fishermen record books  
 
The issuance of seaman’s books has, since May 2006, been taken up by 
the Maritime Safety Administration (MSA). MSA is now issuing an inter-
nationally recognised standard seaman’s book to fishermen employed on 
foreign tuna purse seiners and on local fishing vessels that enter foreign 
ports. Fishermen in possession of record books that were issued prior to 
2006 were contacted to return the books, and were issued with a new 
standard seaman’s book, which cost SR 100. 
 
Over the past ten years, an annual average of 32 seaman’s books have 
been issued.  In 2006, a total of 25 books were issued by MSA (Table 6.2). 

Year 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 

Number of record books 68 50 48 50 19 16 19 7 19 25 

Table 6.2  Number of fishermen record books issued 1997 - 2006 

6.3 Improvement to infrastructure 
 
6.3.1  Victoria artisanal quay 
 
Following the December 2004 tsunami, the 173 metres long quay suffered 
considerable damage to its structure. Following a survey of the structure 
to determine the damage, rehabilitation work on the quay started in Feb-
ruary 2006 and was completed in June. The project was financed by the 
Japanese Government. 
 
6.3.2  Demersal quay 
 
This 60 metres long quay in front of Oceana Fisheries was also severely 
damaged by the tsunami, rendering operations at the quay difficult and 
unsafe. Work to repair the structure was awarded to the contractor in 
September 2006. The structure was back to operational standard by the 
middle of December 2006. The project was financed by the Government 
of Seychelles. 
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6.3.3  Navigational lights 
 
The lights situated in access channels in districts of Mahé and Praslin 
were serviced to extend their l ifespan. Anchor chains were checked to en-
sure they last until the next due service. These lights are essential for 
navigating safely to and from fishing grounds, particularly in bad weather 
conditions and at night. 
 
6.3.4  Sinker buoys in Port Victoria 
 
Eight sinkers and buoys in the Victoria basin were serviced in 2006. The 
chains, shackles and swivels were changed for safe mooring of boats. Ten 
new buoys with sinkers were placed in the following districts, Roche Cai-
man, Providence, Anse a La Mouche, Anse Aux Poules Bleues and Port 
Launay. 
 
6.3.5  Improvement to access channels 
 
Survey work was carried out at Anse Etoile, Glacis, Anse Royale, Anse a 
La Mouche, Port Glaud on Mahé, and at La Passe Magnan on La Digue, 
with the aim of determining the scope of work for improving the condi-
tion of these channels. Members of the task force for the project were 
from the SFA, Coast Guard, SPA, MSA, Department of Environment and 
MLUH. 
 
6.3.6  Ice plant facilities 
 
SFA operated three ice plants throughout 2006 at Anse Royale, Anse a la 
Mouche and at Baie Ste Anne on Praslin. Over 95% of ice sold was pur-
chased by the fishing community. Table 6.2 shows the sale summary for 
2006. The Baie Ste Anne ice plant, which was in the hands of a private 
operator, was repossessed by Government early in the year. In order to 
improve the l ife span of the ice plant, which was 15 years old, a grant was 
secured from OFCF from Japan. Works to rehabil itate the plant started in 
mid February 2006 by two Japanese technicians. They took three weeks to 
complete the refurbishment exercise. After rehabilitation, it  produces 3.7 
tonnes of plate ice every 24 hours. 
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Table 6.3  Ice sales for 2006 

 Purchase (SR) 
Fishermen 

Purchase (SR) 
Other 

Total (SR) 

Anse a La Mouche 116,271.00 11,720.00 127,991.00 

% 90.94 9.16 100 

Anse Royale 101,888.00 31,440.00 133,328.00 

% 76.42 23.58 100 

Baie Ste Anne 97,076.00 23,137.50 120,213.50 

% 80.75 19.38 100 

Total 315,235.00 66,297.50 381,532.50 

% 82.62 17.38 100 

6.3.7  Baie Ste Anne Praslin office 
 
During the year, an SFA branch office was built at Baie Ste Anne, Praslin. 
Together with the office, a shop outlet was also built for the purpose of 
sell ing fishing tackle. It will  be leased to the private sector. The aim of 
the office and shop is to bring SFA services closer to the Praslin and La 
Digue fishing community. 
 
6.3.8  Fuel depot 
 
The SFA Victoria fuel depot sold 745,624 litres of gas oil to fishermen 
compared to 689,609 litres in 2005, a 9.2% increase. In order to guarantee 
constant supply, an additional tank of 13,000 litres was installed. 
 
6.3.9  New Japanese Project 
 
In January, a two member delegation from ECHO consultant of Japan vis-
ited the country in relation to the new fisheries grant aid project for Sey-
chelles. They spent three weeks visiting and surveying the two proposed 
project sites, i .e. at Bel Ombre and Providence Zone 6. Several meetings 
were held with fishers and stakeholders from the fishing industry with the 
aim of appraising the project. 
 
6.4 Research vessel activities 
 
As part of the OFCF project for 2006, the main engine of the research 
vessel l ’ Amitié  was replaced. Other improvements were also made to the 
vessel, including the fitting of a dive ladder. For these reasons, the vessel 
was unavailable for the first six weeks of the year. 
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The vessel conducted a total of 17 trips during the year (Table 6.4). Some 
research trips included the participation of scientists from international 
institutions such as IFREMER and the University of Marseil les, as well as 
a Master Fishermen from Japan conducting a preliminary assessment of  
small pelagic bait to supply the local longliners. 

Purpose of trip No. of trips Catch (kg) 
 Longline trips (CAPPES, tuna festival) 5 4,324.00 
 Bait fishing trials 5 262.30 
 Dropline trials 2 3,606.10 
 Trap research 1  
 Spawning Aggregation research 1  
 Lobster stock assessment 1  
 Underwater pictures for book on fish 1  
 Tests of new engine 1  

 17 8,192.40 

Table 6.4  Summary of tr ips by R/V L’Amitié during 2006 

6.5 Launch of  the integrated industrial fisheries development 
 plan 
 
President James Michel launched the Integrated Industrial Fisheries Develop-
ment Plan at Ste Anne Resort on June 7th in the presence of over 100 dig-
nitaries and potential investors, both local and from abroad. The incen-
tives and business advantages being offered, integral to the aim of main-
taining Port Victoria as the tuna fisheries hub of the Indian Ocean, in-
clude creation of a Free Trade Zone Area with a deepwater port, addi-
tional quay space for longliners, a processing area, extension of the Port 
for bunkering, loins processing and cold storage, and creation of float-
ing/dry docking facil ities, amongst others. The SFA and Seychelles SPA 
are responsible for the implementation of the Plan.  
 
6.6 Seafood fair – China 
 
SFA staff participated in a sea food fair held in the city of Qingdao, 
China, from the 1st  to the 3rd of November. The team also comprised rep-
resentatives from the private sector, namely Oceana Fisheries, Marine In-
vestment Resources Seychelles Ltd, Marine Products Pty Ltd and the Sey-
chelles Fishing Boat Owners association. Seychelles was participating for 
the first time at such an event and the aim was to enhance exposure for 
our local seafood products, and also to gauge interest in other ventures 
that could help stimulate economic development, eg. investment in proc-
essing and value addition, in l ine with the Government’s policy to attract 
investment whilst diversifying market products and exports. 
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7. MONITORING, CONTROL AND  
SURVEILLANCE 

7.1 Fisheries monitoring   
 
In line with the SFA strategy to exert greater control over fishing activi-
ties in Seychelles waters and on fishing vessels registered in Seychelles 
which fish in third countries’ waters or on the high seas, the Authority’s 
Fisheries Monitoring Centre (FMC) has continued to build capacity for 
this challenging task.  During the year, the FMC recruited two additional 
staff.  Besides manning the satell ite-based vessel monitoring system 
(VMS), these additional staff have been entrusted with the responsibility 
of ensuring that information received from fishing vessels are processed 
in a timely manner.  This has resulted in a more efficient system for re-
trieval of information on foreign fishing vessels operating in our EEZ and 
on the activities of Seychelles flagged vessels. 
 
7.2 VMS in the local fishing f leet 
 
At the close of 2006, 116 local fishing vessels had been installed with 
VMS transceivers (Table 7.1).  The aim of introducing this technology to 
the local fishing fleet was two-fold: to provide an additional device to en-
sure the safety of l ives at sea, and to provide our local fisheries scientists 
more accurate information on the spatial distribution of fishing effort. 
Results obtained during 2006 have already confirmed the effectiveness of 
VMS transceivers as a tool to alert the authorities of vessels in danger.  
Through the SFA, the Seychelles Coast Guard was able to assist fourteen 
fishing vessels that had encountered mechanical or other problems at sea. 
One distress alert was received from a vessel that eventually sank. Fortu-
nately, the crew managed to escape from the sinking vessel on board a 
small vessel that was in tow.  The Coast Guard vessel dispatched to assist  
the sinking vessel arrived at the scene before the vessel sank.  It was later 
discovered that the crewmembers had already sailed safely to Fregate Is-
land in the small craft. 
   



Table 7.1  Vessels installed with VMS transceivers, by 
vessel type 

Vessel Type Numbers installed 

Catamaran 2 

Converted trawler 1 

Lavenir 21 

Lekonomi 16 

Longliner 13 

Mothership 1 

Schooner 31 

Whaler 31 

Total 116 

The Research Section of the SFA began to make use of VMS data in their 
analyses of the industrial and artisanal fisheries during 2006.  To ensure 
that the confidential ity of the VMS data is preserved, scientists are only 
allowed access to information that is over 90 days old. Past this period, 
VMS information is generally considered to have low commercial value. 
 
7.2.1 VMS in the industrial fishing fleet 
 
VMS requirement for the industrial fishing fleet has now become an ac-
cepted norm. There has been no increase in the number of new vessels 
being added to the system. However, over the year, there has been a sig-
nificant switch in the VMS device being used, especially in the Taiwanese 
fleet. At the close of the year, the number of Inmarsat-C transceivers and 
Argos transmitters were almost the same; this compared to the previous 
years when Inmarsat-C was the dominant device. The switch from Inmar-
sat-C to Argos, by the Taiwanese fleet, is as a result of the ease with 
which the Argos system manages the reporting of VMS data to third party.  
 
7.2.2  VMS data report received and processed 
 
During the course of 2006, a total of 1,085,972 VMS data reports were re-
ceived and processed by the vessel monitoring system.  This represents an 
average of 124 position reports being received every hour. Figure 7.1 i l-
lustrates the monthly distribution of VMS data reports received. The 
highest number of reports was received in January and the lowest in Au-
gust. This trend coincides with the activities of longliners in the Sey-
chelles EEZ. 
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Figure 7.1  Monthly distribution of VMS data reports 

7.2.3  Other reports received and processed by the FMC 
 
In the event of any technical problems with the VMS device, industrial 
fishing vessels operating in the Seychelles EEZ are required to submit 
manual position reports until  the problem is rectified or until they exit 
the EEZ.  In 2006, a total of 1,521 reports were received, representing a 
decrease of approximately 25% compared to the previous year. 
 
Weekly catch reports for vessels operating inside the Seychelles EEZ for a 
consecutive three-day period amounted to 3,209.  These reports provide 
important information as to the amount of fish being caught by industrial 
fishing vessels when they are operating inside the EEZ. 
 
Licensed industrial fishing vessels are required, by law, to report their en-
try into and exit from the EEZ.  A total of 3,744 entry and exit reports 
were recorded during 2006. These reports provide the date, time and geo-
graphical reference to the point of entry or exit. The reports provide in-
formation as to the tonnage of fish on board the vessel at the point of en-
try or exit; information that is needed for evaluating the amount of fish 
caught inside the EEZ. These reports also provide personnel of the FMC 
with information for ensuring that the vessels’ VMS device are function-
ing. 
 
It has become customary for unlicensed fishing vessels crossing the Sey-
chelles EEZ to inform the SFA of their passage.  In 2006, a total of 122 
notifications were received from fishing vessels on innocent passage.   
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Based on this information, personnel of the FMC evaluates whether the 
passages are indeed innocent.  
 
All Seychelles flag fishing vessels transhipping fish at sea require prior au-
thorisation from SFA. Relevant information, such as date, time, location 
and receiving vessel, are required for an application to be approved. In 
l ine with the requirements of the IOTC and the International Commission 
for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), the FMC validated a to-
tal of 527 statistical documents for Seychelles flag fishing vessels.  These 
documents pertained to the export of bigeye tuna and swordfish to the 
markets of member States of the IOTC or ICCAT. It should be noted 
that, although not a requirement of  the two above-mentioned regional 
fisheries management organisations, Seychelles also validate certificates of 
eligibil ity for yellowfin tuna and species of marlin caught by its flag ves-
sels. This is done in the same spirit as for the mandatory statistical docu-
ments. 
 
For the exports of demersal fish from Seychelles, the FMC validate cer-
tificates of origin of the fish.  The objective of this certificate is to prove 
that fish being exported have been caught in Seychelles’ waters. As far as 
possible, the FMC assesses whether the fish have been caught by a l i-
censed vessel. In 2006, a total of 44 certificates were validated for Oceana 
Fisheries and Sea Harvest. 
 
7.3 Fisheries control  
 
The Fisheries Control Unit of the Monitoring, Control and Surveil lance 
Section is entrusted with the responsibil ity of vetting all l icences required 
for commercial fishing activities in Seychelles.  Licences recommended by 
this unit are subsequently transmitted to the Seychelles Licensing Author-
ity (SLA) for issuance. 
 
7.3.1  Local licences 
 
There are currently four types of l icences recommended by SFA, namely, 
the local fishing vessel l icence, the fishing net l icence, the sea cucumber 
fishery l icence and the lobster fishery l icence. A total of 490 local fishing 
vessel l icences were recommended for the year 2006, comprising 79 new 
licences and 411 renewals (Table 7.2). The month of July saw the highest  
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Month New Renewal Total 
January 6 21 27 
February 10 37 47 
March 5 29 34 
April 8 30 38 
May 5 31 36 
June 3 29 32 
July 11 29 40 
August 9 39 48 
September 8 31 39 
October 2 47 49 
November 6 48 54 
December 6 40 46 
Total 79 411 490 

Table 7.2  No. of new and renewed licences per 
month 

78%

16%

5% 1%

Mahe
Praslin
La Digue
Cerf Is.

67%

33%

Outboard
Inboard

number of new licences being recommended. In terms of geographical 
distribution, 78% of vessel l icences were recommended for owners based 
on Mahé, 16% were for owners based on Praslin, 5% for owners from La 
Digue, and the remaining 1% for vessel owners on Cerf Island. In the 
broad categories of fishing vessels, 67% of licences were recommended 
for vessels with outboard engines and 33% were for vessels with inboard 
engines. The Mini Mahé vessels account for 90% of all outboard engine 
vessels and the Whaler vessels account for 28% of all  inboard engine ves-
sels.  Overall ,  the Mini-Mahé is the most popular fishing vessel ,  account-
ing for 60% of all l icensed fishing vessels. The distribution of l icences 
recommended, by population centres and by the broad category of engine 
types are i l lustrated in Figures 7.2 and 7.3. 

Figure 7.2  Distribution of l icences recom-
mended, by geographical location 

Figure 7.3  Distribution of l icences recom-
mended, by engine type 
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The total number of fishing net l icences recommended during 2006 was 
47, comprising 38 renewals and 9 new licences. Mackerel remains the 
most popular species targeted by fishermen in the net fishery (Table 7.3). 
During 2006, SFA introduced a new method for marking licensed nets.  
This methods consists of two small floats, marked with a number, that are 
placed at either end of the headrope of the net. This ensures that the 
identification is secure and forms an integral part of the net.   
 
Throughout 2006, SFA continued to receive queries with regards to sea 
cucumber fishing and processing l icences.  As has been the case since 
2001, no new licences were recommended for this fishery in order to 
maintain the number of valid l icences to the quota of 25. The number of 
l icensed sea cucumber processors remains at three. While there is no 
quota on the number of sea cucumber processors, the applicants have to 
satisfy certain environmental health conditions. 
 
The lobster season for 2006-2007 re-opened in December 2006, for a 
three-month period, following amendments to the regulation that governs 
this fishery.  Until this amendment, the lobster season was normally 
opened from November to January if SFA was satisfied with the status of 
the stock.  A limit of twenty l icences were recommended for the 2006-
2007 lobster season; this comprised 12 licences for Mahé, five for Praslin 
and three for La Digue. 

Type of net  No. of licence 

Mackerel 30 

Sardine 8 

Crevice 7 

Slipper Lobster 1 

Rays 1 

Total licences 47 

7.3.2 Foreign fishing vessel licences 
 
New licences to catch tuna and tuna-like species in Seychelles waters were 
recommended for 244 industrial fishing vessels, from 12 countries (Table 
7.4).  

Table 7.3  No. of net l icences per species 
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Longliner Purse Seiner Supply Vessels

Flag No. of renewals No. of new licenses Total no. of 
licenses 

China 0 11 11 
France 0 17 17 
Italy 0 1 1 
Japan 76 62 138 
Korea 16 17 33 
Mayotte 0 1 1 
Oman 0 1 1 
Philippines 2 2 4 
Portugal 0 1 1 
Seychelles 6 32 38 
Spain 0 29 29 
Taiwan 24 70 94 

Total 124 244 368 

Table 7.4   No. of foreign l icenses recommended by nationality for 2006   

Figure 7.4  No. of foreign vessels licensed in 2006 by nationalities and vessel type  

Seychelles l icences both purse seiners and longliners to fish for tuna and 
tuna-like species in its waters. Supply vessels which are associated with 
purse seiners also require a l icence to operate in Seychelles waters. 
 
Taiwan has the highest number of vessels operating in Seychelles waters, 
closely followed by Japan (Figure 7.4). 
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In terms of vessels categories, longliners account for 73%, followed by 
purse seiners (22%) and supply vessels (5%) (Table 7.5). 
 
Eighty-two percent of the licences recommended were for longliners, and 
15% were for purse seiners. During 2006, SFA worked closely with the 
Coordinating Unit of the IOC-MCS Pilot Project to develop software for 
managing fishing vessel l icences. The objective is to make the licence ap-
plication process more efficient so that l icences can be recommended, and 
ultimately issued, with the shortest possible delays. 

Longliners Purse seiners Supply vessels Total 

No. of licences 301 56 11 368 
% of licences 82 15 3  
No. of vessels 180 53 11 244 
% of vessels 73 22 5   

 

Table 7.5  Summary of l icences and vessels recommended during 2006 

7.4 Fisheries surveillance 
 
The Enforcement Unit is an integral part of the MCS section. The Unit is 
responsible for ensuring that all operators in the fishing industry operate 
in accordance with fisheries regulations. Inspectors from the Unit are re-
quired to inspect fishing vessels, and to undertake routine patrols on land, 
at sea and in the air. 
 
Unlike previous years, the Enforcement Unit placed more emphasis on 
deterring i l legal fishing practices in the local fisheries. A number of pa-
trols were undertaken in the coastal waters of the main island, Mahé.  
This resulted in the seizure of a number of fish traps that were found to 
have mesh sizes below the legal size (40 mm in diameter).  Two unli-
censed nets were also confiscated in 2006, discovered on a routine patrol 
of the coastal waters, and another as a result of response to information 
received from a member of the public. Throughout the year, information 
was received from the public with regards to possible i l legal fishing activi-
ties or use of i l legal fishing gear. While the investigations conducted in 
response to this information did not result in legal actions, a number of 
people were warned over their activities. 
 
In 2006, a total of 673 inspections were carried out on fishing vessels 
call ing into Port Victoria.  This amounts to a coverage of 97% of all port 
calls made by fishing vessels and supply vessels (Table 7.6). 
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Table 7.6  Distribution of f ishing vessels inspected in Port Victoria by nation-
ality and type   

Flag Purse seiner Longliner Supply Vessel Others 

China 0 6 0 0 

France 180 0 0 0 

Iran 8 0 0 0 

Italy 10 0 0 0 

Japan 0 22 0 0 

Korea 0 2 0 0 

Panama 0 0 15 0 

Philippines 0 1 0 0 

Seychelles 93 5 47 0 

Spain 234 0 24 0 

Taiwan 0 20 0 0 

Tanzania 0 0 0 2 

Thailand 4 0 0 0 

Total 529 56 86 2 

Although purse seiners account for approximately 15% of all  l icensed ves-
sels, they are by far the category of vessels that makes the greatest num-
ber of calls into Port Victoria. Purse seiners account for 80% of all port 
calls, whereas longliners account for only 8%. A significant part of the 
balance is made up of port calls by supply vessels. 

Annual Report 2006 



8. INTERNATIONAL CO-OPERATION 

8.1 British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission (BSFC)  
 
This Commission was established in 1995 to promote, facil itate and coor-
dinate conservation and scientific research. The eleventh meeting of the 
BSFC and the eighteenth meeting of the BSFC Scientific Sub-Committee 
(SSC) were held concurrently in Seychelles in September 2006. The UK 
delegation was led by Prof. John Beddington, Imperial College, London, 
and the Seychelles delegation by Rondolph Payet, Managing Director of 
SFA. A number of issues were addressed during the SSC, including over-
exploitation of demersal stocks, logbook returns from the longline fisher-
ies, information and data exchanges, future cooperation, membership of 
regional fisheries bodies and EPA negotiations.  The Commission issued a 
joint communiqué dealing with issues such as transhipment at sea, which 
the UK has now banned, and agreed to continue cooperation on licensing 
agreements for industrial vessels. The Commission endorsed recommen-
dations for collaborative research proposed by the SSC and strongly reaf-
firmed its support for the actions taken by both governments to combat 
and address the problems of i l legal fishing activity. 
 
8.2 Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 
 
8.2.1  Third Special Session of  the IOTC 
 
The Third Special Session of the IOTC was held in Goa, India, May 2006. 
Representatives of 15 Members of the Commission and FAO attended. 
The Commission explored ways to achieve a more effective and efficient 
organisation, notably through a change in the relationship between the 
IOTC and FAO. To this end, the members reached consensus on the text 
of the amendments to the IOTC Agreement and on the text of the Rules 
of Procedure. The members also agreed to a l ist of actions to be under-
taken inter-seasonally. In order to maintain a strong relationship between 
FAO and IOTC, the members concurred on the need to establish a Coop-
eration Agreement between the two organisations. 
 
During the Session, the IOTC Secretary was mandated to analyse the nec-
essary legal,  financial and administrative steps resulting from the change 
in the institutional framework between FAO and IOTC. It was also agreed  
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that the Secretary, in consultation with the Chairperson, will explore, with 
the Government of Seychelles, the appropriate amendments to the current 
Headquarters Agreement and prepare in draft an amended Agreement. 
 
8.2.2 Tenth Annual Meeting of  the IOTC 
 
The Tenth Annual Meeting of the IOTC was held in Goa, India, May 
2006. It was attended by representatives of 21 members of the Commis-
sion and 8 observers. 
 
A number of pertinent issues were discussed with regards to the manage-
ment of tuna and tuna-like species in the region. Taking into considera-
tion the concerns expressed by the Scientific Committee, the Commission 
adopted measures to effectively manage fishing capacity, measures to re-
duce incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline fisheries. It also adopted 
an improved process for handling IUU fishing activities and the manage-
ment of transhipment. The IOTC list of IUU Vessels was updated.  
An examination of Member States’ compliance with the existing resolu-
tions and recommendations which were already in effect was also under-
taken. This Compliance Committee (CoC),  was chaired by the Managing 
Director of SFA. 
 
The Commission reviewed requests from six countries for accession to 
the status of Cooperating Non-Contracting Party. The requests of Belize, 
Indonesia, Senegal and South Africa were accepted. However, with re-
gards to Panama, the Commission deferred consideration of its applica-
tion until the necessary information is received from the Panamanian au-
thorities. 
 
The Commission also agreed to renew the tenure of the current IOTC 
Secretary, Alejandro Anganuzzi for a further three years. 
 
The following resolutions were adopted by the Commission: 
1. Resolution 06/01 on establishing a l ist of vessels presumed to have car-
ried out i l legal, unregulated and unreported fishing in the IOTC area; 
2. Resolution 06/02 on establishing a programme for transhipment by 
large-scale fishing vessels; 
3. Resolution 06/03 on establishing a Vessel Monitoring System Pro-
gramme; 
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4. Resolution 06/04 on reducing incidental bycatch of seabirds in longline 
fisheries; 
5. Resolution 06/05 on the l imitation of fishing capacity, in terms of 
number of vessels, of IOTC contracting parties and Co-operating non 
contracting parties 
 
8.2.3 IOTC Working Parties and Scientific Committee 
 
Staff from the Research Section participated in three Working Parties and 
the Scientific Committee of IOTC in 2006. The Working Party on Billfish 
took place in Colombo, Sri Lanka in March. SFA presented a paper on the 
“Evolution of the Seychelles semi-industrial longline fishery”. The Work-
ing Parties on Tropical Tunas (WPTT) and bycatch (WPBy) were held in 
Seychelles during July. SFA presented four papers at the WPTT and one 
paper (an update on Seychelles’ National Plan of Action for the manage-
ment of sharks) was presented at the WPBy. One of the main objectives 
of the WPTT was to assess the stock of the bigeye tuna. Using different 
models, the results indicated that the stock status of bigeye is not as seri-
ous as previously thought. However, the WPTT recommended that 
catches and fishing effort should not increase further. 
 
The Scientific Committee meeting took place during November in Sey-
chelles. The Seychelles delegation presented its national report on the 
status of the catch of tuna and bil lf ish by fishing vessels l icensed to fish 
in its EEZ, and a second paper was presented on the initial results of the 
CAPPES research project.  
 
SFA continued its support of the Indian Ocean Tuna Tagging Project 
which is implemented by the IOTC. One of its research technicians par-
ticipated in three tagging expeditions during the year. 
 
8.3 South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC) 
 
8.3.1  First Scientific Committee Meeting 
 
The first Scientific Committee (SC) meeting of this newly created com-
mission was held from 31st May to 3rd June in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania. 
This meeting was attended by delegates from nine of the member coun-
tries of the Commission, including Seychelles, and representatives of re-
gional and international organisations. Each country presented a national  
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report giving the status of its fisheries. Seychelles focussed its report on 
the artisanal fisheries, since the industrial fisheries concern mainly tuna 
and tuna-like species that are already managed by the IOTC. The main 
recommendation of the SC was that there is an urgent need for improved 
national (and regional) capacity in terms of the quality and availability of 
fisheries data and the ability to process, analyse and report on this data. 
The need for improved ability, at country and regional levels, to use this 
information to assess the state of fish stocks and provide appropriate 
management advice on sustainable yields and recommended total allow-
able catches was also highlighted. To that effect, the SC recommended the 
creation of a Working Party on data collection and statistics that was sub-
mitted to and endorsed by the Commission. 
 
8.3.2  Second Annual Commission Meeting 
 
A delegation from the SFA attended the second session of the South West 
Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC) held in Maputo, Mozam-
bique from 22nd to 25th August 2006. 
 
During the session the Commission noted the work undertaken since the 
first session, considered the report of the Scientific Committee, agreed on 
a set of recommendations, approved the establishment of a Working 
Group on Fisheries Data and Statistics. It was also agreed that the 
SWIOFC be l inked with the South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Project 
(SWIOFP) through a Committee which shall be established within the 
Commission. 
 
It was also decided that the Commission will hold a regional conference 
on “Sustainable fisheries development and its contribution to the Millen-
nium Development Goals” within the next two years. The key topics to 
discussed at the Conference were decided and each member of the Com-
mission is to prepare at least one paper giving an overview of its situation 
with regards to any of the topics. 
 
 The Commission agreed to renew its efforts to engage in ongoing na-
tional and regional monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS) activities 
and to assist with a regional directory of MCS personnel. 
 



It is worthy to note that Seychelles (Rondolph Payet) was unanimously 
elected as the Chairperson. Thus, in its capacity as the Chair. Seychelles 
will host the next Session of Commission which is scheduled for Decem-
ber 2007. 
 
8.4 INFOSA 
 
INFOSA is the SADC regional office of INFOPECHE, the Intergovern-
mental Organisation for Marketing Information and Technical Advisory 
Services for Fish and Fishery Products in Southern Africa. The INFOSA 
project was started in May 2003 for an initial period of three years. The 
project is funded by the Norwegian government and the organisation has 
its office in Windhoek, Namibia, and serves al l  14 SADC countries. A net-
work of National Liaison Officers from 9 member countries (including 
Seychelles) has been appointed.  
 
The second Technical Advisory Committee meeting of the INFOSA was 
held in Namibia and Seychelles was represented by the National Liaison 
Officer, Michel Marguerite, of SFA. As part of its activities, INFOSA 
holds industry briefings in the member countries and in November an 
INFOSA team visited Seychelles for meetings with government officials 
and private sector representatives. A one day workshop was also held, 
wherein the objectives and the services the organisation offers to the fish-
ing industry were explained to delegates present. With the imminent re-
joining of Seychelles into SADC, the local fishing industry will  benefit  
through the services of the organisation. 
 
8.5 Harmonization of  IOC Member States Fisheries Legislation 
 
In 2005, in recognition of the economic importance of large migratory  
pelagics to all  Indian Ocean Commission (IOC) member states, as well as  
the need to combat, deter and eliminate IUU fishing in the region, the 
European Community, under the 8th European Development Fund, pro-
vided funding for a regional pilot project for the MCS of the EEZ of IOC 
member States. One of the objectives of the project was to harmonise the 
fisheries legislation of the member States. A legal consultant was in Sey-
chelles in 2006, to review the Fisheries Act with stakeholders and to seek 
their opinions as to how the Act could be improved. 
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9.1 Documentation services 
 
9.1.1  Acquisitions 
 
The library acquired 90 new publications in 2006, which will enhance the 
existing collection. Additionally, the l ibrary is receiving publications in 
electronic format. Current serials stand at around 50 titles. 
 
9.1.2  Library management 
 
A total of 195 new records were created for updating of the library cata-
logue. The total records in the database now stands at over 4,306. 
 
A total of 347 loans of documents to both SFA staff and external users 
were recorded. 
 
9.1.3  Distribution of SFA reports 
 
The Documentation Centre distributed 625 printed copies of SFA publica-
tions. This represents a sl ight increase compared to 2005. It is to be noted 
that the Documentation Centre also started disseminating information by 
electronic means. The list of publications produced in 2006 is given be-
low. 
 
9.1.4  Publications in 2006 
 
AUMEERUDDY, R.; ROBINSON, J. (2006) Closure of the live reef food 

fish fishery in Seychelles.  In: SPC Live Reef Fish Information Bulle-
tin No.16, p.3-9 

 
AZEMIA, R.T.; ASSAN, C.N. (2006) Seychelles Artisanal Fisheries Statis-

tics for 2005. SFA Technical Report, SFA/R&D/063, 79pp. 
 
BRISTOL, N. (2006) Rapport de stage de fin d’étude: Etude de la crois-

sance de Thunnus atlanticus captures autour des DCP en Martinique. 
36 pp. 
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9.2 Information Technology 
 
The Information and Communication Technology unit continued to pro-
vide a robust IT environment for the Authority. This was achieved 
through the development of new databases, upgrades to existing data-
bases, including additional new hardware to complement the evolving op-
erations of the Authority. 
 
Following the training of two IT technical staff at Collecte Location Sat-
ell ite (CLS) in Toulouse, France, late in 2005, a new and higher capacity 
VMS server was installed in the first quarter of 2006, complemented by 
the installation of a redundancy system to provide for fault tolerance. 
 
In terms of  communicat ion,  X.25 was the secure VMS communicat ion 
protoco l  tha t  was  mandated  by  the  European Commiss ion  for  use  in 
transmitting position reports by reporting vessels, and between Fisheries 
Monitoring Centres (FMC). X.25 is now gradually being phased out world 
wide due to its high cost and un-competitiveness with the emergence of 
secure Internet Protocol communication platforms. In collaboration with 
our VMS solut ion provider (CLS) and other FMCs in consultat ion with  
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the EC, we have opted to upgrade our VMS to use Secure Hyper Text 
Transfer Protocol (HTTPS) as the means of communication. This proto-
col is going to be supported by all EC FMC’s. 
 
The collaboration with the IOTC in the development and implementation 
of the dynamic fisheries statistical system continued during the year, with 
the introduction of additional new modules, including better security for 
safeguarding data within the application. We also took delivery of hard-
ware from the IOC-MCS project for supporting the FINSS (Fisheries In-
formation and Statistical System) application. 
 
One of the main databases that was upgraded during the year is the ex-
ports database. It has been redesigned to record exports of all  marine 
products, including sea cucumbers and shark fins exports, which have in-
creased lately. To get a better picture of the export market, the process 
and preservation methods of the exports are also being recorded for later 
analysis. 
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Our target during 2006 was to promote SFA in the public domain, in-
creasing the visibil ity of activities undertaken and enhancing the profile 
of the organisation. This was achieved through several actions: 
 
10.1  Awareness and advocacy programmes 
 
Good working relations with the media (i .e. SBC television, radio and the 
NATION newspaper) paved the way for frequent and timely coverage of 
activities undertaken by the organisation. On average, the SFA featured in 
the media three times every month. 
 
10.2  Participation in national events 
 
The SFA has actively participated in a number of activities organised at 
national level.  These include the Agriculture and Horticulture Show in 
June, the Careers Fair held in August, Clean Up the World in September 
and the Tuna Festival (see below), which was held for the first time this 
year. 
 
10.3  Inhouse tools 
 
Staff were kept abreast of ongoing activities and events via the quarterly 
newsletter Infoboard  and the ‘Events’ noticeboard, where national and in-
house events are advertised. The website was also updated quarterly, with 
contributions from staff. 
 
10.4  Seychelles Tuna Festival 
 
SFA helped spearhead the first ever Tuna Festival held in the Seychelles. 
The week-long festival coincided with the FAO’s World Food Day, cele-
brated on October 16th, the aim being to influence Seychellois families to 
eat more tuna, cooked in innovative and interest ing ways.  Activit ies in-
cluded two gala nights, tuna delicacy evenings in restaurants and hotels on 
Mahé and Praslin, as well as at outdoor activities such as ‘Dimans Borlan-
m e r ’  a n d  ‘ B a z a r  L a b r i n ’  a t  B e a u  V a l l o n  b e a c h .  T u n a  w a s  s o l d  a t 

10. COMMUNICATIONS AND  
COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 



discounted prices to hotels, restaurants, take away outlets, and to outdoor 
vendors, so that the Seychellois public and tourists alike could sample ex-
otic dishes such as sashimi and sushi which were, up to then, largely un-
known to the Seychellois public. 
 
10.5  Supporting community programmes 
 
The SFA has continued to support educational programmes and other 
community initiatives by providing sponsorship in cash and in kind. The 
beneficiaries have been winners of the Science Fair, Eco School Competi-
tion and the coveted Best Student Award for the Maritime Training Cen-
tre, amongst others.   
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Figure 11.1  Expenditure from 1997 - 2006 

11. FINANCE 

For the financial year ending 31st December 2006, the Government of 
Seychelles provided the main source of revenue to finance the recurrent 
and minor capital expenditure of the Authority. The allocation of SR 9.05 
mill ion for 2006 represented an increase of 11.97 % in comparison with 
the previous year.  
 
SFA’s expenditure for the period 1997 to 2006 is represented in Figure 
11.1. 
 
SFA is responsible, under its recurrent budget, for Seychelles’ contribu-
tion to the IOTC. The contribution of Seychelles, as a member state of 
IOTC, was SR 242,233 for 2006.  
 
The fuel incentive scheme payment financed outside SFA’s budget was SR 
5,521,382.59 for the year 2006, representing an increase of 29.09% com-
pared to 2005. 



Table 12.1 (a)  Number of staff from 1996 - 2005 (old divisional structure) 

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

 Admin/Secretariat 13 13 13 14 15 16 16 17 17 19 

 Accounts 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 

 Fishing Port Services 25 23 26 26 25 23 25 28 26 24 

 Fisheries Management 44 48 44 52 47 48 49 51 52 53 

 Information Technology 7 7 7 7 6 6 7 7 7 7 

 Total 93 95 94 103 97 97 101 106 106 107 

Table 12.1 (b)  Number of Staff for 2006 (new divi-
sional structure) 

 IRD (Ex – Orstom) 2 2 1 0 1 3 3 4 2 3 

12. STAFFING AND ADMINISTRATION 

12.1 Staffing 
 
With the implementation of the new administrative structure there has 
been an increase in the number of staff recruited (Table 12a,b). The new 
structure, which is also in l ine with the Fisheries Policy of Seychelles, now 
has five sections. One of the new sections with a challenging role is the 
Fisheries Development and Extension Section, which is responsible for 
pre- and post-harvest development in Seychelles.   
 
Recruitment of staff occurred at all  levels. Amongst the new recruits were 
three returning graduates, who occupy the posts of Economist, Develop-
ment Officer and Fisheries Scientist in the Policy and Planning Section,  
Fisheries Development Section and Fisheries Research Section respec-
tively. There were a high number of promotions in 2006, which also re-
flect changes in line with the new structure (Table 12.2). 

 2006 

Secretariat 4 
Corporate Services 39 
Fisheries Research 45 

Fisheries Development & Extension 15 

Policy & Planning 5 

Monitoring, Control& Surveillance 16 

Total 124 

IRD 3 
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 2005 2006 

 Appointments 9 36 

 Transfers 0 0 

 Promotions 0 33 

 Resignations 10 9 

 Terminations 3 4 

 Retirements 1 1 

 End of Contract 0 0 

Table 12.2  Staff movements (2005 - 2006) 

12.2  Training 
 
SFA strongly believes in the development of human resources in order to 
meet its goals and objectives.  Since training is the key to development 
and success, SFA continues to encourage its staff to attend relevant train-
ing organised both locally and internationally (Tables 12.3 & 12.4). 

Course Title Duration Attendance 

Business Communication Skills  2nd February - 10th March 2006  11 

Training workshop on Western Indian 
Ocean Fisheries Database  

6th July and ended on 7th July 2006  5 

Systemes d’Information Geographi-
ques”GIS Training  

16th - 25th August 2006  12 

Training workshop on WIO MPA Tool-
kit  

11th - 13th September 2006  4 

Facilitator’s Training Course for Con-
servation Management  

11th - 16th December 2006  2 

Problem Solving  30th October 2006  15 

Conflict Management  31st October 2006  14 

Team Building  2nd - 3rd November 2006 17 

Advanced Bookkeeping  18th - 22nd May 2006  1 

Diploma in Management Course  2 years 1 

Table 12.3  Local training 
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Table 12.4  Overseas training and workshop 

Participants Course Title Duration 

 
David Naiken (Processing Officer) 

 

 
BSc. in Marine Science & Management 

(Australia) 
 

 
13th February 2006 

(3 years) 

 
Emmanuel Basset (Enforcement Officer) 

 
Training workshop on Exclusive Eco-

nomic Zone 
(Nairobi, Kenya) 

 

 
24th – 28th April 2006 

 
Colleen Morel (Principal Liaison Officer) 

 

 
Regional Stakeholders Workshop on 

Training Programmes 
(Zanzibar) 

 

 
7th - 8th September 2006 

 
Vincent Lucas (Manager Industrial Fisheries 

Research) 
 

 
Msc. in Fisheries 

(Perpignan, France) 
 

 
31st August 2006 

(2 yrs) 

 
Finley Racombo (Chairman) 

 
 

 

 
Workshop on “Maritime Development 

Sector for African Countries 
(Hainan, China) 

 
14th - 28th September 2006 

 
Riaz Aumeeruddy (Senior Manager Fisheries 

Research) 

 
Workshop for a Regional Sea Cucumber 

Research Project 
(Mombassa, Kenya) 

 

 
26th – 29th January 2006 

 
Jude Talma (Assistant Manager MCS) 

 
Workshop (Using satellite & Radio Marine 

Communication Equipments for VMS 
Safety at sea, GMDSS, Tracking and 

Oceanography) 
(Mauritius) 

 

 
24th March 2006 

 
Pierre Woodcock (Manager Development 

and Extension) 

 
MSC-INFOPECHE workshop on Eco-

labelling for fish & fishery products 
(Accra, Ghana) 

 

 
10th – 11th April 

2006 
 
 

 
Juliette Dorizo (Fisheries Statistician) 

 
T3 working group (IRD/IEO/SFA) on 

Purse seine Activities 
Training in Fisheries Statistical Analysis 

(Concarneau, Sète, France) 
 

 
18th April – 21st April 2006 

and 24th April - 6th May 2006 
respectively. 

 
Roland Azemia (Statistician) 

 
Workshop on assessing the importance 

of sea turtle mortality due to fisheries 
(Zanzibar, Tanzania) 

 

 
25th – 28th April 2006 

 
Jan Robinson (Manager Artisanal Fisheries 

Research) 

 
The Western Indian Ocean Resilience 

Workshop 
(Malindi, Kenya) 

 

 
9th – 12th May 2006 

 
Marlene Isidore (Resource Manager) 

 
Workshop on the study of registration of 
small-scale fishing vessels, gears and 

fishermen. 
(Madagascar) 

 

 
22nd – 23rd May 2006 

 
Richard Jasmin (System Supervisor) 

 
The ODINAFRICA Atlas Coordination and 

Protocols Workshop 
(Oostende, Belgium) 

 

 
19th – 22nd June 2006 

 
Riaz Aumeeruddy  (Senior Manager Fisher-

ies Research) 
Pierre Woodcock (Manager Development 

and Extension) 
 

 
Workshop organized by Ifremer Reunion 
to develop a regional research project on 

the swordfish. 
(Reunion) (France) 

 
11th - 16th September 2006 
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Richard Jasmin (Systems Supervisor) 

 
The ODINAFRICA Second Marine Atlas 

Workshop 
(Oostende, Belgium) 

 
2nd - 4th October 2006 

 
Jan Robinson (Manager Artisanal Fisheries 

Research) 

 
International Workshop on Oceanographic 

and Ecological Research 
(Goa, India) 

 
3rd - 6th October 2006 

 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 
 

 
Workshop organized by the COI-MCS Pilot 

Project 
(Mauritius) 

 
10th - 11th October 2006 

Pierre Woodcock (Manager Development 
and Extension) 

Antoine Polite (Gear Technologist) 

 
Study Trip about deep-water shrimp fishery 

(Mauritius) 

 
11th - 16th November 2006 

 
Danny Julie (Research Technician) 

 
Training course on Integrated Coastal Man-
agement and Marine Environmental Obser-

vation 
(Xiamen, Fujian Province China) 

 

 
13th November 2006 - 4th 

January 2007 

 
Fred Mondon (Skipper) 

Christopher Hoareau (Private candidate) 
 

 
Training -Polyvalent Coastal Master 

(Spain) 

 
30th November 2006 for 6 

months 

 
Jude Talma (Assistant Manager MCS) 

 
Safety at Sea Workshop 

(Moroni, Comores) 

 
12th - 14th December 2006 

12.3  Duty travel 
 
In view of the increasing international aspects of fisheries, SFA partici-
pated in several meetings and conferences during the year. Through these 
meetings, SFA boosted its cooperation with several fisheries organisations 
(Table 12.5). 

Table 12.5  Duty Travel 

Participants Title/Country Duration 
 

Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
 

 
Meeting with IOT Chairman 

(Paris, France) 
 

 
23rd - 24th February 2006 

 
Finley Racombo (Chairman) 

Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
 

 
International Conference to Develop the 

Seafood Hub 
(Port-Louis, Mauritius) 

 

 
2nd- 3rd March 2006 

 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

 
Meetings to coordinate exchange of fisher-
ies surveillance data/discuss collaboration 

between 
Seychelles & Reunion 

(Reunion) (France) 
 

 
7th - 8th March 2006 

 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

 
Discuss Collaboration VMS Protocol 

(Mauritius) 
 

 
10th March 2006 

 
Juliette Dorizo (Fisheries Statistician) 

 
Meeting of the IOTC working Party on Bill-

fish 
(Colombo, Sri-Lanka) 

 

 
27th - 31st March 2006 
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Michel Marguerite (Senior Manager Policy 

and Planning) 

 
INFOSA Technical Advisory Committee 

Meeting 
(Windhoek, Namibia) 

 

 
3rd - 5th April 2006 

 
Finley Racombo (Chairman) 

Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
 

 
Visit Shipyard 
(Singapore) 

Discussions with Japan Fisheries Agency 

(Japan) 
Familiarization visit 

(Taiwan) 
 

 
18th - 27th April 2006 

 
Riaz Aumeeruddy (Senior Manager Fisher-

ies Research) 

 
Working meeting of FADIO 

(Montpellier, France) 

 
24th - 28th April 2006 

 
Josette Confait (Assistant Manager Informa-

tion Management) 
Colleen Morel (Principal Liaison Officer) 

 

 
Second ODINAFRICA Seminar 

(Oostende, Belgium) 

 
24th - 28th April 2006 

 
Colleen Morel (Principal Liaison Officer) 

 
Discussion on Communication aspect of 

FADIO 
(MontPellier, France) 

 
28th April 2006 

 

 
Roy Clarisse (Manager Information Commu-

nication Technology) 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

 

Vessel Monitoring System Conference
(Beijing, China) 

 
27th - 28th April 2006 

 
 
 

 
Michel Marguerite (Senior Manager Policy 

and Planning) 

 
The 2nd Regional Meeting on Fisheries 

Fishery Agreement Sey/EC 
(Madagascar) 

 

 
16th - 17th May 2006 

 
Finley Racombo (Chairman) 

 Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
 

 
3rd Special Session of the IOTC 

10th Session of the Commission of the 
IOTC 

(Goa, India) 
 

 
17th - 19th May 2006 and 22nd 
- 26th May 2006 respectively. 

 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 
 

 
10th Regular Session of IOTC 

(Goa, India) 

 
22nd - 26th May 2006 

 

 
Christopher Dugasse (Administrator) 

 
Advance Seminar on Statistical Documents 

of Regional Fisheries Organization 
(Spain) 

 

 
22nd - 26th May 2006 

 
Riaz Aumeeruddy (Senior Manager Fisher-

ies Research) 

 
1st Scientific Committee Meeting of the 

South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Com-
mission (SWIOFC). 

(Dar-es-Salaam, Tanzania) 

 
31st May - 3rd June 2006 

 
Felix Labrosse (Enforcement Officer) 

 
Seminar on Marine Affairs 

(Reunion)(France) 

 
1st - 2nd June 2006 

 
Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 

 
Final Drafting of the South West Indian 

Ocean Fisheries Agreement 
(Rome, Italy) 

 

 
6th - 7th July 2006 
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Finley Racombo (Chairman) 

 

 
ESA-EPA Dedicated Session on Fisheries 

 
ESA-EPA Negotiation Dedicated Session 

on Market Access and Agriculture 
(Mauritius) 

 

 
10th - 11th July 2006 and 13th 
- 15th July 2006 respectively. 

 
Emmanuel Basset (Enforcement Officer) 

 
Conduct Fisheries Inspection and Surveil-

lance Control in the Seychelles EEZ/French 
Territories 

 
Conduct Inspection on Fishing Vessel Bou-

zon and monitor landing catches 
(Reunion) (Mauritius) 

 

 
17th – 21st July 2006 and 22nd 

– 27th July 2006 

 
Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
The launching of Purse Seiner Trevignon 

and discuss with the Mayor of Concarneau 
and the owner of the French Vessel 

(France) 

 
22nd - 30th July 2006 

 
Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 

Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

 
2nd Session of the South West Indian 

Ocean Fisheries Commission 
(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 
22nd - 25th August 2006 

 
Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
The Third World Wide Conference on Tuna 

(Vigo, Spain) 

 
11th - 12th September 2006 

 
Michel Marguerite (Senior Manager Policy 

and Planning) 

 
The ESA-EU EPA negotiations 

(Mombassa, Kenya) 

 
25th - 30th September 2006 

 
Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Meeting with UBIFRANCE on the promotion 
of investment by French Investors in Sey-

chelles. 
(Paris, France) 

Final Scientific Presentation of the FADIO 
Project 

(Monaco) 
 

 
17th October 2006 and 25th - 
29th October 2006 respec-

tively. 

 
Riaz Aumeeruddy (Senior Manager Fisher-

ies Research) 

 
Final Presentation of the FADIO Project 

(Monaco) 

 
25th - 29th October 2006 

 
Marlene Isidore (Manager Resource) 

Bharaty Chetty (Assistant Manager Fisher-
ies Control) 

 
Séminaire sur la gestion de la Pêche pour 

les pays Africains 
(Wuxi and Hainan, Republique Populaire de 

Chine) 
 

 
27th October - 10th November 

2006 

 
Clifford Toussaint (Senior Manager Fisher-

ies Development and Extension) 
Pierre Woodcock (Manager Development 

and Extension) 

 
Fisheries and Seafood Expo 

(China) 
Visit the Fisheries Boatyard, Marine Equip-

ment Suppliers’ Establishment 
(Dubai) 

 

 
29th October - 2nd November 

2006 

 
Danny Henriette (Incentive Desk Officer) 

 
7th Session of the Seychelles/Mauritius 
Commission on Bilateral Cooperation 

(Mauritius) 

 
3th - 17th November 2006 

 
Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
15th Special Session of the International 

Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tuna (ICCAT) 

(Dubrovnik, Croatia) 
 

 
17th - 26th November 2006 

 
Christopher Dugasse (Administrator) 

 
Exchange visit as part of the cooperation 

between SFA (FMC) and CROSS 
(Reunion, France) 

 
20 - 26th November 2006 
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Roy Clarisse (Manager Information Com-

munication Technology) 
Gerard Domingue (Senior Manager MCS) 

 
Vessel Monitoring System meeting 

(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 
21st - 22nd November 2006 

 
 Jeniffer Vel (Economist) 

Cindy Assan (Fisheries Scientist) 

 
Exchange visit 
(Brest, France) 

 
11th - 15th December 2006 

 
Felix Labrosse (Enforcement Officer) 

 
Inspection of Seychelles Flagged Vessel – 

Bouzon 
(Port-Louis, Mauritius) 

 

 
11th - 16th December 2006 

12.4    Employees with 15 years continuous service with SFA 
 
In 2006, SFA awarded the following staff for long years of continuous 
service: 
 
−  Rondolph Payet  - Monette Dorby 
−  Jacintha Matombe   - Gerard Gerry  
−  Danny Julie    
 
Peggy Carosin, Senior Accountant was awarded for 20 years of service 
with SFA and 25 years in the public service. 
 
12.5    Social Club 
 
The SFA Social Club, under the chairmanship of Roland Azemia, contin-
ued to promote harmony and friendship amongst staff of the organisation. 
The club had a total of 48 members, within which 15 are committee mem-
bers, who devoted their time and efforts to organise social activities such 
as happy hours, picnics and get-togethers, as well as fund raising activities 
(such as BBQ nights and domino tournaments) Other activities, such as 
Labour Day, Tuna Festival and the End of Year Party, were also organised 
in collaboration with the SFA’s Management. 
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