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1. Name of Data Centre: 
 

National Oceanographic Data Centre, Mauritius 
 
 
2. National IODE Co-ordinator: 

Name:  Dr. Mitrasen BHIKAJEE 
Address: Faculty of Science, University of Mauritius, Reduit, Mauritius 
Tel:  230-4541041 
Fax:  230-4656938 
E-mail:  mitra@uom.ac.mu  

 
 
3. Data Centre Address (if different from 1)

 
 
4. Data Centre URL: Not yet available 
 
 
5. IODE Data Centre Designation Date: March 1999 
 
 
6. Data Centre Description: 

The Mauritian Data Centre is housed at the Faculty of Science of The University of 
Mauritius. The latter provides an air conditioned room and administrative support for the 
running of the centre. The computer of the centre is connected to the Internet by a 
permanent leased line through the University’s local area network 

  
 
7. Brief History: 
 

The NODC of Mauritius was officially set up at the University of Mauritius after its 
approval during the 402  session of the Senate. The University is contributing to the 
project by providing office space, equipment, stationery and free Internet access. A PC 
made DELL together with a printer and accessories such as an UPS and a ZIP drive was 
donated by IOC/UNESCO. It is to be noted that no budget was allocated to the NODC of 
Mauritius during the years 1998, 1999 until July 2000. The data centre is run by a data 
manager who has followed all the training workshops organized by IOC/UNESCO since 
Dec 1997.
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8. Roles and Responsibilities of the Data Centre: 
 
Keeping in view the particularities of the types of data collected and the categories of 
people of concern in this field, the NODC of Mauritius, when operational, will be expected 
to perform the following activities: 
 

 Receiving data from researchers in the traditional manner, performing quality control, 
archiving and disseminating it on request. 

 
 Provision of sufficient documentation about the data so the user can apply it to his 

problem with confidence of its value. 
 

 Receiving data from buoys, ships and satellites via electronic networks on a daily 
basis, processing the data and providing outputs to various research and engineering 
users, forecasters, experiment managers, or to other centres participating in the data 
management plan for the data in question. 

 
 Reporting the results of quality control directly to data collectors as part of the 

quality assurance module of the system. 
 

 Participating in the development of data management plans and establishing systems 
to support major experiments, monitoring systems, processing and publishing data 
on the Internet and on CD-ROMs. 

 
 Developing standards for the data documentation and processing. 

 
 Publishing statistical studies and atlases of oceanographic variables. 

 
 Participation in international oceanographic data and information exchange. 

 
 Participation in ASFA inputs. 

 
 
9. Data Centre Projects and Activities during the Intersessional Period:

 
It is proposed to set up a National Committee made up of representatives of local 
organizations which generate oceanographic data. 
 
One or several staff members of these participating organization will be trained in data 
entry by the Data Manager who has attended the ODINEA workshops. 
 
The centre has been regularly collaborating with the Mauritius Oceanography Institute by 
providing them with necessary support in terms of software and data. 

 
 
 
10. Data Centre Products and Services Developed and/or Made Available during 
the Intersessional Period: 
  

The data centre is still in the process of collecting data from the various stakeholders. As 
such no actual product is yet available for distribution.  
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However, as mentioned in the section above, the centre has been collaborating with the 
Mauritius Oceanography Institute so as to encourage, as far as possible, a standard 
format for data entry and storage 

 
 

11. Comments 
 

The Senate and Council of the University of Mauritius ratified the formation of the NODC in 1999 
under the ODINEA project. However, subsequently the Meteorological Services of Mauritius, 
which is not participating in ODINEA, requested and obtained clearance from Cabinet for the 
creation of a NODC. This situation initially gave rise to some confusion. However, it has now been 
agreed that the Mauritian NODC will be a multinodal one and apart from Meteorological Services 
and the University of Mauritius, it will also include the Ministry of Fisheries and the Mauritius 
Oceanography Institute. 
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