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 (Athens, Greece, 23-31 January 1996) 
 
 
REPORT ON INTERSESSIONAL ACTIVITIES OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE IOC COMMITTEE ON 
IODE 
 
 The past intersessional period has been marked by a very significant change in the fields of networking, and 
electronic publication of data and information. The Internet and the World Wide Web (WWW) have attracted major 
attention and have become the way to do business for a broad community of data and information users who did not 
previously have the means to do such exchanges, either locally or globally. Since IODE-XIV in October 1992, a large 
number of IODE data and information centres have begun to use the Internet and have established various types of 
servers to display and deliver data, information, and services. 
 
 The rate of advancement of technology is something that has to be noted and taken into account by IODE. If 
one thinks back to October 1992, then it becomes obvious that the electronic networking and publication technologies 
have undergone almost a complete revision during the past intersessional period. Fortunately, the meetings of the IODE 
Groups of Experts and Project Steering Committees, and the meetings of IODE Officers have provided forums for co-
ordination of some of the activities undertaken by these groups and the IODE centres. If the IODE Committee continues 
to meet only every 3 years or so, the work of the subsidiary bodies will have to continue to address the urgent new 
requirements brought on by changes of technology. 
 
 Another important event for IODE in the past intersessional period is that a permanent post has been approved 
and staffed for Marine Information Management at IOC Headquarters in Paris. IODE has been fortunate that Mr. P. 
Pissierssens has been staffed in the position and will be able to continue the excellent work he has been doing on 
information matters for IODE for the past several years. There is now a solid core of expertise in the Secretariat 
contributing to the development of the IODE programme, including Dr. I. Oliounine, Mr. P. Pissierssens, and Mr. J. 
Withrow. Mr. Withrow has given assistance to IODE on matters related to the CEOS, IGBP, OceanPC and GCOS. 
 
 The Chairman attended and presented the IODE item to the two sessions of the IOC Assembly which occurred 
during the past intersessional period. As in the past, the delegates and observers to the Meeting strongly supported all 
recommendations of IODE-XIV and of the IODE programme in general, with many positive interventions. The 
importance of expanding IODE services to support other programmes such as GOOS and coastal zone management in 
general was stated. It is clear that the capabilities, services, and mechanisms of IODE are needed now and in the future 
more than ever before, and that present and new client programmes hope that IODE can further develop and operate a 
programme to meet their new needs for data management and new data types. 
 
 One activity that was of significant importance to IODE during the intersessional period was the convening of 
the IODE “Think Tank” Meeting. This Meeting was held in Paris in March 1995. It was attended by a broad range of 
IODE experts and representatives of client programmes. The purpose of the Meeting was to review the IODE 
programme critically, and to suggest the way forward in the future to deliver products and services that meet the needs 
of clients over the next decade. This Meeting was also supportive of the work of IODE. While certain shortcomings 
were identified, it was pointed out that IODE working along with the World Data Centres remains the only international 
programme that has a formal responsibility for the long-term care and distribution of oceanographic data. If IODE did 
not exist, it would be necessary to invent it. Other results and findings of the “Think Tank” Meeting are discussed under 
another agenda item. 
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 It is necessary to realize that the support that the IODE programme has received in terms of encouragement 
and good will has not and almost certainly will not generally be extended to provision of any or significant additional 
resources for data management either nationally or internationally. The exception to this is the staffing of the full time 
information position at IOC Headquarters. I want to once again acknowledge and thank IOC for this. Also some 
Member States have increased their contributions to IODE in terms of data management activities in spite of facing 
reductions in staff and other resources. For this I am also very grateful. However, we must recognize the difficulties 
faced by national organizations that contribute to IODE and not expect major new contributions to IODE without a 
resulting tangible benefit to the contributing Member State. In addition, IODE must accept the challenge of working 
collectively to improve the efficiency and throughput of data management systems with improved technological 
solutions. IODE must also promote and achieve a sharing of workload among participating Member States in managing 
important data types for GOOS, GCOS, coastal zone and other clients. GTSPP provides a model for this type of co-
operation. 
 
 The Chairman of IODE attended a number of meetings of other bodies during the intersessional period. One 
such meeting was the Meeting of the IGOSS Bureau in Sydney, Australia in January 1994. The positive and productive 
working relationship with the IGOSS committee has continued, fostered by joint programmes such as GTSPP and by 
attendance of the other chair at committee and bureau meetings. This tactic should continue in the future. 
 
 An emerging international data system including distributed databases, and international exchange and services 
is under development by the meteorological community. This is the data system which is being developed to hold the 
data of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). There have been 3 meeting of the data system task group for 
GCOS. The Chairman of IODE represented IODE and participated in the first 2 meetings (Offenbach, Germany, March 
1994, and Hamburg, Germany, September 1994). Mr. R. Keeley, the Chair of the GE-TADE attended the third meeting 
of the group, which has been renamed to the Data and Information Management Panel. This Meeting was held in Silver 
Spring in February 1995. 
 
 IODE continued to support the activities of WOCE and TOGA with significant data management activities 
being carried out by IODE RNODCs, the GTSPP, and through participation of IODE representatives including the 
Chairman in meetings of the WOCE Data Management Committee. The WOCE Data Management Committee has now 
been renamed the WOCE Data Products Committee as the observation phase of WOCE begins to wind down and the 
data analysis, data products, and results are being prepared and published. IODE representatives are working with 
WOCE, and the WDCs to help define and bring about the production of a comprehensive WOCE dataset which will 
likely be published on CD-ROM and made available through the WDC System. The observational phase of TOGA is of 
course finished. However, some elements of the observational system such as the Tao Array are being preserved. 
Elements of TOGA will carry forward as part of the CLIVAR Programme and IODE looks forward to working with 
CLIVAR in the future. 
 
 There has been a continuing collaboration between IODE, IODE Data Centres in Europe, and the marine 
programmes of the European Union, particularly the data aspects of the MAST Programme. This collaboration has been 
active in the intersessional period and has been beneficial to both MAST and IODE. It is hoped that this positive 
working relationship will continue and strengthen in the future. 
 
 IODE has continued to support data management in the IOC Regions including WESTPAC and IOCARIBE. 
However, the “Think Tank” Meeting stressed the need for a stronger working relationship between IODE and the 
regional programmes to improve data exchange between the regional programmes and the international system and to 
improve the services provided to the regional programmes by IODE. The Committee should note this comment and 
recommend an appropriate action for the next intersessional period. 
 
 During the intersessional period the IODE Groups of Experts on Technical Aspects of Data Exchange and 
Marine Information Management held meetings. The GE-TADE met in Geneva in July 1994. The Meeting was 
organized to partially overlap the meeting of the IGOSS OTA Meeting so that common agenda items could be discussed 
and work co-ordinated as instructed by IODE-XIV. The GE also organized a consultation on the need for new data 
structures for oceanographic data in Copenhagen in May 1993. 
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 The Group of Experts on Marine Information Management held one meeting in Washington in October 1993 
and have planned a second meeting in Athens just prior to IODE-XV. The GE-MIM has been very active and has 
accomplished an ambitious programme during the intersessional period. 
 
 The work of these 2 Groups of Experts will be presented and discussed under agenda items during the course 
of IODE-XV. 
 
 There were various other meetings and consultations that have been attended by representatives of the IODE 
Committee and the IOC Secretariat with subsidiary bodies of IGBP, WMO, and CEOS. These meetings will be 
elaborated and discussed under the appropriate agenda items. 
 
 IODE operated another successful training programme during the intersessional period leading up to IODE-
XV. The courses given and the activities are numerous. They will not be elaborated here but will be presented under 
other agenda items. 
 
 The last two meetings of the IODE Committee have each approved a new project. At IODE-XIII, the GTSPP 
was approved for implementation. At IODE-XIV, the GODAR project was approved. Both of these projects have been 
successful and have reflected very positively on IODE and IOC. It seems to be time for a pilot project on information to 
demonstrate the abilities of IODE in marine information management by bringing the MIM component of IODE to the 
fore and increasing its visibility. Such a project might be thought of as the GTSPP of information. It is hoped that 
members of the GE-MIM and representatives of Member States at IODE-XV will reflect on the need and possibilities 
for such a project. Perhaps IODE-XV can decide to recommend a project at the Meeting, instruct MIM to consider 
developing one, or decide it is not an idea that should be pursued at this time. 
 
 Finally, I wish to announce that although I have served only one term as Chairman of IODE, I will retire from 
that post at the end of IODE-XV in Athens. The reason for retiring is that my workload has become too large for me to 
devote the time necessary to do a good job as Chair of IODE. I am unsatisfied with the time I was able to devote and the 
work I was able to accomplish for IODE over the past intersessional period. I therefore think it is best to turn the job 
over to someone who can spend more time and do a better job. 
 
 I do not plan to retire completely from IODE. I hope to continue to support the programme through 
contributions to GTSPP and by working to improve the management of oceanographic data in Canada which I hope will 
result in increased submissions of Canadian data to the international system. 
 
 I have enjoyed working with IODE and look forward to continuing to be involved, albeit in a reduced role. 
Who knows? I may still show up on the Canadian Delegation to a future meeting. 


