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ABSTRACTABSTRACT
Human activities adjacent to and within a wetland, influence its ecological status.  An understanding of the social and economic conditions in the communities within and adjacent to 
the Godineau Swamp is fundamental to its sustainable use.  The effective functioning of wetland resources is centered on the sustainable management of human activities and 
traditional uses.  The Godineau Swamp is the second largest wetland system found on the Gulf of Paria of Trinidad.  Traditionally the wetland has supported a fish and shellfish 
industry and provided land for agriculture livestock farming and housing.  Oil exploration has taken place in the Godineau Swamp for the last fifty years and the Swamp continues to 
provide several opportunities for ecotourism.  

METHODOLOGYMETHODOLOGY
•Secondary Data collection (gov’t
agencies, reports etc.).
•Household Survey (200 households).
•Fisheries assessment (fishers using the 
swamp).
•Agricultural assessment (farmers within 
the swamp).
•Other research techniques:

focus groups 
key informant interviews
participant observation.

What have we found so far?What have we found so far?

[insert map here]

Community Concerns & Attitudes
• Reduction in fish stock/over 

harvesting.
• Sluice gates malfunction 

leading to saltwater intrusion.
• Abandoned watermelon 

plantations.
• Solid waste disposal.
• Oil spills.
• Chemicals being drained into 

the swamp.
• Inadequate maintenance of 

drains.

SocioSocio--economic Study Areaeconomic Study Area

Project Goal : To characterize the socio-
economic systems of the Godineau. 
Objectives::

Document the social demographics of the 
communities within the swamp and the 
associated catchment.

Describe the socio-economic conditions 
and services of the communities.

Identify the social, economic, recreational 
and other activities of the resident 
communities.

Identify potential areas of user conflict.
Socio-economic attributes
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Why need for SocioWhy need for Socio--economic information?economic information?
Acquisition of a comprehensive picture of the past, present and likely 
future use of the swamp will assist in determining feasible options for 
overall long-term management.
Wetland resources are of extreme socio-economic importance.

•Fishing-crab catching.
•Oyster harvesting.
•Agricultural

•commercial/subsistence.
•livestock/crops.

•Hunting.
•Recreational. 
•Religious.
•Solid-waste disposal.
•Oil exploration.
•Settlements.
•Eco-tourism. 
•Industrial.

OutputOutput
The project report will:

•Identify and describe the 
socio-economic 
boundaries and human 
activities in the swamp.

•Describe the existing 
socio-economic 
environment of the 
swamp and its 
associated catchments.

•Identify areas of 
potential conflict likely to 
impact on the 
management of the 
swamp’s resources.
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