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IODE REGIONAL COORDINATOR REPORT FOR 
THE MEDITERRANEAN SEA 

(Efstathios Th. Balopoulos 
 
 
1. Region: Mediterranean Sea 
 
2. Name of IODE Regional Coordinator: 

 
Name: Dr Efstathios Balopoulos 
Address: Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, 
 Institute of Oceanography, 
 Hellenic National Oceanographic Data Centre, 
 46,7 km Athens Sounio, Mavro Lithari, 
 P.O. Box 712, 190 13 Anavissos, 
 Attica, Greece. 
Tel: +30-22910-76367 
Fax: +30-22910-76323 
E-mail: efstathios.balopoulos@hnodc.ncmr.gr 
 

 
3. Data Centre affiliation 

 
Data Centre name: Hellenic National Oceanographic Data Centre, 
 Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, Institute of Oceanography 
Address:  Hellenic Centre for Marine Research, 
  Institute of Oceanography, 
  Hellenic National Oceanographic Data Centre, 
  46,7 km Athens Sounio, Mavro Lithari, 
  P.O. Box 712, 190 13 Anavissos, 
  Attica, Greece. 
Tel:  +30-22910-76367 
Fax:  +30-22910-76323 
E-mail:  efstathios.balopoulos@hnodc.ncmr.gr 
URL:  http://hnodc.ncmr.gr 
 

4. Countries covered by IODE Regional Coordinator: 
 

mailto:efstathios.balopoulos@hnodc.ncmr.gr
http://hnodc.ncmr.gr/
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Within the framework of the IOC/IODE Programme several countries of the 
Mediterranean Sea have established a NODC or DNA for national archiving and 
international exchange of oceanographic data. These countries are as follows (in 
parenthesis the year of NODC/DNA establishment): Croatia (1996), Cyprus (1997), 
Egypt (1971), France (1971), Greece (1986), Israel (2001), Italy (6/2002), Spain 
(1968), Tunisia (3/2001), Turkey (1993), Lebanon (2003). Malta, has nominated IODE 
co-ordinator, without establishing a NODC or DNA. The remaining countries of the 
Mediterranean (e.g., Albania, Algeria, Libya, Monaco, Syria, Tunisia, etc.) have no 
formal participation in the IOC/IODE Programme. However, a few research 
laboratories from the later countries are involved in data management activities in the 
Mediterranean Sea within the framework of international projects, mainly funded by 
the European Union. 
 

5.  Activities undertaken during the inter-sessional period to fulfil your role as IODE 
regional coordinator as described in Recommendation IODE-XVI/2 (added in 
annex) 

 
During the intersessional period an effort was made by the regional coordinator to 
publicize IODE activities in the Mediterranean region and also to assist the IODE 
Committee to implement regional activities in data and information management. This 
was mainly attempted through personal contacts and stimulating regional cooperation 
for the development of cooperative data management projects, implementation of 
capacity building activities, participation in Conferences/Symposia/Workshops, and 
the development of data products. The above efforts lead to the development of close 
links of co-operation between various NODCs and specialized marine institutes of the 
region.  
 
5.1. Regional Projects 
 
Large-scale international projects related to the oceanographic data management, such 
as EU/EDIOS, EU/SEASEARCH, EU/MAMA, etc, were implemented in the 
Mediterranean Sea, during the intersessional period. The participation in these projects 
of several NODCs and specialized marine Institutes from the Mediterranean Sea 
enhanced regional co-operation and facilitated communication and interaction between 
the various Mediterranean NODCs. 
 
5.2. Regional Training – Capacity Building 
 
Due to the lack of resources, no traditional IOC/IODE training courses were organized 
in the Mediterranean Sea, during this intersessional period. 
 
5.3. Regional Products and Services 
 
Several data products and tools for data management were developed, by various 
Mediterranean NODCs and specialized marine institutes, during the intersessional 
period, within the framework of regional cooperation and their participation in 
international and regional oceanographic data and information management projects. 
These include national and regional inventories of oceanographic cruises and data sets, 
databases, software for oceanographic data quality control, etc. Mediterranean NODCs 
also had an important contribution to the development of other global data products, 
such as, the EU/EDIOS meta-data Directory and various inventories developed within 
the EU/SEASEARCH Project: 
 
5.4. Regional Meetings 
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Various international meetings related to data management, were organized by 
Mediterranean NODCs, during the intersessional period, mainly within the framework 
of international or regional programmes supported by the European Union. During all 
the above meetings participated a large number of representatives from several 
IOC/IODE NODCs. 
 
5.5. International Conferences – Symposia – Workshops, etc. 
 
During the intersessional period data managers of the Mediterranean Sea were 
stimulated and encouraged, by the regional coordinator, to participate in International 
Conferences, Symposia, Workshops, etc. in order to present results of their NODCs 
activities. Almost all the Mediterranean Data Centres participated in an International 
Conference entitled: “Scientific and Policy challenges towards an effective 
management of the Marine Environment (in support of regional sustainable 
development) – Emphasis to the Black Sea and the Mediterranean Regions”, 
International Conference, 14-18 October 2003, Varna, Bulgaria. The aforementioned 
Conference included a data management Session during which very important papers 
were presented. 
 

6. Comments: 
 
Future plans should include further expansion and strengthening of the Mediterranean 
NODCs network and further development of regional co-operation, through the 
establishment of new data management programmes, the organization of training 
courses and the production of advanced data products. The very good links of co-
operation maintained between the Mediterranean and the Black Sea NODCs must be 
further further developed and strengthened. 


