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Foreword 

I am pleased to present the Seychelles Fishing Authority (SFA) Annual Report for the 
year 2001. This report provides information on the activities of the Authority and the 
performance of the fisheries sector, to government, to the various stakeholders and to 
the public in general.  
 
During the year 2001, SFA continued to carry out its mandate as laid down in the Sey-
chelles Fishing Authority (Establishment) Act with the same enthusiasm and consis-
tency as in previous years. 
 
I wish to highlight the fact that during the year, in a spirit of dialogue and transpar-
ency, SFA held several formal meetings with the Seychelles Christian Seamen’s Asso-
ciation where many matters of common concern were discussed. As a result, clarifica-
tion was given by SFA regarding the forthcoming legislation on management meas-
ures to be implemented for the outer islands. Many of the Association’s concerns 
were also taken into account in the legislation. 
 
Another noteworthy achievement was the installation of the Vessel Monitoring Sys-
tem (VMS) in December. This facility will become fully operational by the middle of 
2002.  Seychelles will then be one of the few countries in the Indian Ocean which will 
be able to track foreign vessels that are licensed to fish in its waters. The VMS system 
will also improve SFA’s capacity to monitor industrial fishing vessels registered in 
Seychelles and operating in and outside of our Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ). 
 
The increased responsibilities and duties assigned to SFA were discharged with effi-
ciency and professionalism by SFA staff without any overall increase in manpower.  I 
wish to take this opportunity to thank the SFA staff for their dedication and hard 
work. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

Report by the Managing Director 

The year 2001 was a challenging and exciting period with the fisheries sector continu-
ing to make steady progress, despite a slight drop in the catches from both the ar-
tisanal fleet and the industrial purse seining fleets. 
 

The fisheries sector maintained its position as the most important earner of foreign 
exchange with SR 1,157 million being generated from this activity. It is interesting to 
note that in 1901 total national exports amounted to SR 1.417 million, of which salted 
fish contributed SR 2,380 and turtle shell SR 17,098. This represented a mere 1.3% of 
total exports.  
 

The catch recorded by industrial purse seiners dropped from 330,340 MT in 2000 to 
295,735 MT in 2001, although the number of vessels licensed and active remained 
roughly the same at 50 and 46 respectively. The tonnage of tuna transhipped and 
landed was 248,454 MT, representing a decrease compared to 2000.  
 

The number of licences issued to foreign tuna longliners increased from 175 to 241.  
Two new, fully Seychellois-owned semi-industrial longliners joined the fishery in the 
year, contributing to a rise in the landed catch from 390 MT to 411 MT.  
 

The artisanal catch during the year was 4290 MT representing a decrease of 474 MT 
compared to the previous year. The number of fishing boats operating in the fishery 
also decreased from 437 to 416. 
 

The coastal fisheries development project financed by the Government of Japan 
which was much awaited by the fishing community, will make a significant contribu-
tion to the development of the artisanal fishery. 
 

A significant event during the year was the successful completion of the fisheries ne-
gotiations with the European Community (EC). This was a landmark agreement in 
that it provided for EC vessels to be equipped with VMS terminals, enabling them to 
communicate their position at regular intervals to SFA. 
 

Finally, I would like to express my appreciation to the Senior Documentation Officer 
and other staff members for the preparation of this report. 
 

 
 
 

Philippe Michaud 
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The SFA was incorporated on 31st August 1984 by the Seychelles Fishing Authority 
(Establishment) Act although it had physically been in existence since September 
1983 when the Seychelles Industrial Fishing Authority (SIFA) was formed with the 
appointment of Mr. Maxime Fayon as Executive Chairman. The Authority was estab-
lished at a time of intense development especially in foreign industrial tuna fishing. It 
was created to develop the fishing industry to its fullest potential and to safeguard the 
resource base for sustainable development. It absorbed personnel from the defunct 
Fisheries Division and the Fishing Development Company (FIDECO) and became 
the executive arm of the Government in the field of fisheries. 
 
SFA works closely with the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources which re-
placed the Ministry of National Development in June 1989. In September, 2001, Mr 
William E. Herminie replaced Mr Dolor Ernesta as Minister for Agriculture and Ma-
rine Resources. The functions of the SFA as defined in article (5) of the Seychelles 
Fishing Authority (Establishment) Act are : 
 

• To promote, organise and develop fishing, fishing industries and fishing 
resources in Seychelles. 

 
• To assist in the formulation of the national policy with respect to fishing, 

fishing industries and fishing resources and in the implementation of that 
policy. 

 
• To conduct negotiations, or engage in meetings, seminars or discussions, 

with regard to fishing or fisheries or the establishment or operation of 
fishing industries, whether at a national or international level, on behalf of 
the Republic or otherwise. 

 
• To identify the manpower training requirements of Seychelles with regard 

to fishing and fishing industries, and 
 
• Those mentioned in any other written law. 

 
 
 

1     Structure and Functions 

Structure and Functions 
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Subject to this Act, the Authority has the power to do all things necessary or conven-
ient in connection with, or incidental to, the performance of its functions and, in par-
ticular the Authority may : 
 
1.      Own, lease or dispose of movables or immovable. 
2.      Form companies under the Companies Act. 
3.      Enter into partnership or joint-ventures 
4.      Act as agent for the purpose of the management of any business or enterprise, 
         or for any other purpose. 
5.      Hold shares in, or debentures of any company.  
6.      Carry on any business or enterprise for or in connection with: 
         a.      fishing or fisheries 
         b.      processing, transporting, handling, marketing or distributing fish or fish 
                  products 
         c.      exporting fish or fish products 
         d.      the sale of equipment or apparatus to be used for fishing, or 
         e.      any other matter relating to its functions where, in the opinion of the  
                  Authority, the carrying out of such a business or enterprise is in the best 
                  interest of the Republic. 
7. Conduct surveillance operations, in conjunction with the Ministry of Defence, 

in relation to fishing operations in the exclusive economic zone or in waters 
         adjacent to the continental shelf. 
8.      Monitor the catch of all fishing vessels, or 
9.      Carry out scientific and development research. 
 
SFA is unique in that it is an organisation with management, planning, development, 
scientific and training functions. 
 
SFA is a parastatal organisation with its Board of Directors appointed by the Presi-
dent. The board members are: 
 
                  Mr Glenny Savy                   Chairman 
                  Dr Bernard Moulinie           Director 
                  Mr Hendrick Gappy            Director 
                  Mr Terry Jones                    Director 
                  Mr Philippe Michaud           Managing Director 
 
SFA consists of ten sections and each section is headed by a Manager as outlined in 
figure 1.1 
 



Figure 1.1   SFA Management Structure 
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For the year 2001 the fisheries sector continued to contribute significantly to the eco-
nomic development of the country. Fishing and fisheries related activities contributed 
both directly and indirectly to job creation, generation of revenue and foreign ex-
change earning. The sector also contributed a major proportion of the animal protein 
requirement of the country. 
 
2.1            Production 
 
Official figures for the production of fish and fish products for the year 2001 suggest 
that there has been a decline in total production. Total output of fish and fish product 
in 2001 amounted to 32,777 MT, a drop of around 5% over the previous year when 
overall production stood at 34,396 MT (table 2.1). 

 2000 2001 % change 
 Artisanal catch 4,768 4,290 -10 

 Semi-industrial catch 390 411 5 

 Canned tuna 28,781 27,789 -3 

 Prawns 425 282 -34 

 Spiny lobster 14 5 -63 

 Others 18 -  

Total 34,396 32,777 -5 

So ur c e :  M a na ge m e nt  an d I n f o r m a t i on  Sys t em  D iv i s i o n  (M I SD)  an d  S FA 

There were decreases in almost all types of production except for the semi-industrial 
catch which recorded a 5% increase over the previous year. There were significant 
drops in prawn harvest and lobster catches which fell by 34% and 63% respectively. It 
is to be noted that the production figures for 2001 do not take into account the pro-
duction of cooked tuna loins by Indian Ocean Tuna Ltd (IOT) and the production of 
sea cucumber and shark fins.  
(N.B. A total of 3,573 MT of cooked tuna loins and 12.5 MT of shark fins were exported in 2001). 

 
Out of a total of 4,701 MT of fish landed by both the artisanal and semi-industrial 
fisheries, 94% was consumed locally, whilst 82% of the prawns harvested were sold 
on the external market. 

Table 2.1  Production of fish and fish products 2000 – 2001 (MT) 

2     Economic Contribution of the 
Fisheries Sector 

Annual Report 2001 



5 

ith regards to foreign vessels registered in Seychelles, purse seiners recorded a total 
catch of 41,885 MT of tuna whilst other vessels reported a catch of 3,803 MT. This 
brings the total catch to 45,688 MT by foreign owned vessels flying the Seychelles 
flag. 
 
2.2           Employment 
 
The fisheries sector and related activities remained a major employer during the year. 
Employement figures show that there were no significant changes occurred in the 
level of employment in the fisheries sector and other related activities and services. It 
is estimated that the number 
of people directly and indi-
rectly employed in the sector 
is between 4,500 and 4,600, 
which represents around 14% 
of formal employment for 
the country in 2001. As can 
be expected the tuna canning 
factory remained the largest 
employer in the sector with 
over two thousand workers 
followed by the crew of fish-
ing vessels. 
 
2.3           Revenue from Industrial Tuna Fishing Activity 
 
The industrial tuna fishing activity continued to be an important source of foreign ex-
change earnings for the country. These revenues consist of foreign vessels expendi-
tures for goods and services in Port Victoria, expenditure by foreign fishing compa-
nies and also licence payments for fishing rights in the Seychelles EEZ. Revenue gen-
erated by the industrial tuna fishing activity amounted to 27% of the total revenue 
generated by fishing and related activities, compared to 32% for the previous year. 
 
The total gross revenue derived from industrial tuna fishing activity, including licence 
fee payments and the European Union financial contribution, amounted to SR 312.99 
million, representing a minor drop of 0.6% over the previous year. Total expenditure 
by foreign vessels and companies amounted to SR 274.60 million in 2001 compared 
to SR 290.24 in 2000, thus amounting to a drop of 5.4%. License fee payments for 
fishing rights for the year, including financial compensation by the EU, amounted to 
SR 38.39 million. This represents an increase of almost 55.5% over the previous year 

Transporting of tuna to the canning factory 

Economic Contribution of the Fisheries Sector 
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when total licences fees collected totalled SR 24.69 million.  
 
Total payments by longliners increased by 70% (SR 5.86 million to SR 9.99 million) 
whilst payments for purse seiners and supply vessels increased by 51%, (SR 18.78 to 
SR 28.40 million). 
 
The table below gives the main sources of revenue for the years 2000 and 2001, and 
the relative changes over the two years. 

Revenues 2000 2001 % change 
  
  Gross revenue 
  Vessels’ expenditure 
  Companies’ expenditure 
 

290.24 
286.70 
3.54 

274.60 
269.08 
5.52 

-5.4 
-6.1 
56.0 

   
   Licence fees 
   Purse seiners* 
   Longliners 
 

24.69 
18.83 
5.86 

38.39 
28.40 
9.99 

55.5 
51.0 
70.0 

Total  314.93 312.99 -0.6 

Table 2.2  Revenue generated in 2000 and 2001 (SR million) 

* I n c l u des  EU  c on t r i bu t i o n  
 S ou rc e :  SFA  

Figure 2.1 illustrates the trends in revenues between 1990 and 2001, showing a general 
upward trend in total revenue since 1995 and a record amount of revenue generated 
in the year 2000. As in previous years bunkering expenditure remained the biggest 
source of revenue amounting to SR 192.2 million. For the year expenditure on bun-
kering dropped by about 4% in 2001, and also represented a lower percentage of total 
gross revenue. 

-
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Figure 2.1  Revenue from industrial tuna fishing activity 

S ou rc e :  SFA 
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EU  
contribution

48%

Purse seiners
26%

Longliners
26%EU  

contribution
47%

Purse seiners
29%

Longliners
24%

Figure 2.2 illustrates the main sources of licence fee payments and how much each 
contributes to total licence fee payments. The percentage contributions from the 
main sources did not alter much between 2000 and 2001 relative to the total licence 
fee payments, but there were notable differences in the absolute payment. It can be 
observed that the EU contribution under the fishing agreement still accounts for the 
major proportion of total licence fees, having increased from SR 11.75 million in 
2000 to SR 18.521 million in 2001 (+58%).  

Figure 2.2 (i)  Main sources of licence payments 2000 Figure 2.2 (ii)  Main sources of licence payments 2001 

S ou rc e :  SFA 

The proportion represented by purse seiners represents fixed payments by vessel 
owners, payment for “excess” catch in the EEZ and payment for support vessels. It is 
to be noted that the increase in licence payments was principally due to a 57% in-
crease in both the EU contribution and payment for “excess” catch in the EEZ. 
 
Between the 2000 and 2001 payment by purse seiners grew by about 40.6%, from SR 
7.03 million in 2000 to SR 9.88 million in 2001. Payment by longliners grew by 70.4% 
from SR 5.86 million in 2000 to SR 9.99 million in 2001. 
 
2.4           Balance of  Trade 
 
Trade in fish and fish products have a major influence on the country’s balance of 
payment as a substantial amount of foreign exchange is earned through this sector. In 
the year 2001, a positive balance of trade in fish and fish products was again observed 
(table 2.3). 
 
During the year a total of 48,071 MT of fish and derived products were exported for 
a total value of SR 845.854 million. The total gross inflow of foreign exchange from 
fisheries and related activities amounted to SR 1,158.84 million comprising of fish ex-
port, revenue from the industrial tuna fishing activity and licence payments. 

Economic Contribution of the Fisheries Sector 
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 2000 2001 % change 

 Visible exports 676.68 845.85 25 

 Revenue from industrial tuna fishing 314.93 312.99 -0.62 

 Total gross inflow 991.61 1,158.84 16.84 

 Imports 223.75 374.25 67.26 

 Trade Balance 767.86 784.59 2.18 

Table 2.3  Trade flows in fisheries and related activities 2000 – 2001 (SR million) 

So u r c e :  M I SD  &  S FA  

By comparison a total of 78,492 MT of fish and marine products were imported. Fro-
zen tuna for the canning factory accounted for over 99% of this total import. The to-
tal value of fish and fish products imported amounted to SR 374.25 million. Overall a 
gross trade balance of SR 784.59 million was realized in the year 2001. This represents 
a crude growth rate of about 2% in the trade balance over the previous year. For the 
year 2000 a growth rate of 30% was experienced in the trade balance. 
 
It should be clearly underlined that this represents a gross balance from which other 
second and third round leakages (import for inputs, services etc.) need to be deducted 
in order to obtain a net figure. 
 
2.5           Import and Export of  Fish and Fish Products 
 
Table 2.4 compares the importation of fish and fish products between the years 2000 
and 2001. 

 MT SR’000 MT SR’000 MT SR’000 
 Fish, fresh or chilled 0.352 19.265 0.145 1.918 - 58.81 - 90.04 

 Fish, frozen 78,836 233,286 78,301 369,510 - 0.68 58.39 

 Fish, fillets and other fish meat 0.314 12.024 1.340 43.123 326.75 258.64 

 Fish, dried, salted or in brine 2.581 102.014 4.955 300.002 91.98 194.08 

 Molluscs and crustaceans - - 181.863 4,266 - - 

 Others - - 2.786 129.713 - - 
Total 78,839.2 233,419.0 78,492.1 374,250.8 - 0.44 60.33 

 2000 2001 % change 

Table 2.4  Imports of fish and fish products 2000 – 2001 

The total volume of imports of fish and fish products remained roughly equal to that 
of the previous year when 78,839 MT of marine produce were imported. However, 
the total value of imports increased by a significant 60%, suggesting a worsening in 
the trade balance. 

Annual Report 2001 
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It can be observed that the main item of imports is frozen fish, which principally 
comprises of tuna for the canning factory. In fact, over 99% of the imports are raw 
materials for the Indian Ocean Tuna canning factory. One important observation that 
can be made for the year 2001 is that despite a slight decline in the volume of frozen 
fish imported, there was a significant increase in the value of the imports, which sug-
gests that there was an increase in the price of tuna on the world market. There were 
also significant increases in both volume and value in the importation of fish fillets 
and other fish products, as well as dried, salted or fish in brine. 
 
Export of fish and fish products grew both in terms of volume and value. Whilst the 
volume grew by only 9%, the value of exports increased by 26%, keeping fish and de-
rived products as the main item of domestic exports. It is worth noting that there was 
an increase in the value of canned tuna exported, which by far exceeded the growth in 
volume (table 2.5). 
 
Another noteworthy observation is the significant decrease in the export of fresh and 
frozen fish. This is probably due to the fact that foreign longliners, which were sup-
plying the local exporting companies, ceased their operation in Seychelles during the 
year. The contribution of exports of fish and fish products to total domestic exports 
increased slightly in 2001, from 95.1% in 2000 to 95.5%. 
 

 Weight Value Weight Value Weight Value 
 Fresh and frozen fish 605 20,675 266 10,711 - 56 -48 
 Canned tuna 41,490 606,210 43,990 771,176 6 27 
 Shark fins 18 1,448 12 1,469 - 33 1 
 Frozen prawns 331 18,303 230 12,105 - 31 - 34 
 Other processed fish 1,666 24,653 3,573 50,393 114 104 

 Total 44,110 671,289 48,071 845,854 9 26 
 Total exports  706,271  885,768   

 % of total export  95.05  95.49   

 2000 2001 % change 

Table 2.5  Exports (MT & SR’000), of fish and fish products 2000 - 2001 

So u r c e :  M I SD 

Again, as one would expect, the export of canned tuna remained the country’s most 
important export commodity in 2001, contributing around 87% in total foreign ex-
change earnings from domestic exports, compared to 86% for the previous year.  
 
Similar to previous years, the major share of exports went to the European market, 
which in 2001 accounted for 88% of the value of exports of marine products. This is 
a slight decrease from the previous year when 93% of the total value of export of ma-
rine produce were directed to the European market (table 2.6). 

Economic Contribution of the Fisheries Sector 
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 2000 2001 % change 

 Fresh and frozen fish 20,675 10,711 -48.19 

   France 1,291 562 -56.47 

   Reunion 1,997 2,956 48.02 

   United Kingdom 11,536 5,438 -52.86 

   Others 5,851 1,755 -70.01 

    

 Canned tuna 606,210 771,176 27.21 

    France 144,522 194,809 34.79 

    Germany 84,824 52,697 -37.87 

    Italy 58,898 134,531 128.41 

    United Kingdom 291,862 315,531 8.11 

    Others 26,104 73,394 181.16 

    

 Other processed fish 24,653 50,393 104.41 

    France 7,743 27,426 254.20 

    Israel 14,174 18,163 28.14 

    Others 2,736 4,804 75.58 

    

 Frozen prawns 18,304 12,105 -33.87 

    Japan 6,065 2,510 -58.62 

    United Kingdom 12,232 9,569 -21.77 

    Others 7 27 285.71 

Table 2.6  Value of exports by country of destination 2000 - 2001 (SR ‘000) 

So u r c e :  M I SD 

2.6           Major Sources of  Foreign Exchange 
 
The fisheries sector and related activities continued to be a major earner of foreign 
exchange for the country. The gross earnings from the fisheries sector and related ac-
tivities contributed a gross revenue of SR 1,158.84 million (figure 2.3) in foreign ex-
change compared to SR 991.60 million in 2000. Again in 2001, the earnings by the 
fisheries sector outweighed the total earnings from tourism, which amounted to SR 
770.0 million. Out of a total earning from goods and services amounting to SR 
2,927.6 million in 2001, the fisheries sector and ancillary activities contributed around 
40 % in foreign exchange earnings. This is 2 percentage points higher than the previ-
ous year when the sector contributed 38% out of a total earning of SR 2,651.6 mil-
lion. 
 

Annual Report 2001 
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The above figuresconfirms the fact that the fishing industry and related activities are 
the biggest earners of foreign exchange for the country. 
 

Other
(SR 341.1)

28%

Tourism
(SR 754.6)

28%

Fisheries
(SR 991.6)

38%

Re-exports
(SR 150.6)

6%

Tourism
(SR 770.0)

26%

Re-exports
(SR 107.1)

4%

Other
(SR 891.66)

30%

Fisheries
(SR 1,158.84)

40%

Figure 2.3 (i)  Major sources of foreign exchange 2000 Figure 2.3 (ii)  Major sources of foreign exchange 2001 

So ur c e  :  M I S D,  Cen t ra l  B ank  an d  S FA 
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3.1            The Purse Seine Fishery  
 
3.1.1           Vessels Licensed 
 
During 2001, between 48 and 53 vessels were licensed to fish in the Seychelles EEZ, 
giving a mean of 50 vessels licensed per month. In 2000 the number of vessels li-
censed was similar to 2001. The number of purse seiners registered under the Sey-
chelles flag, has increased from an average of five in 2000 to eight in 2001. Five of 
these vessels are managed by Spanish companies, and the others are managed by a 
French company. Table 3.1 lists the number of vessels licensed, by country of regis-
tration per month. 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 
 EU    
 (Spain+France+Italy) 39 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 33 34 34 34 36 37 37 37 35 35 34 33 33 32 32 32 

 Panama 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

 France (Mayotte)             0 0 0 0 0 1 2 2 2 3 3 3 

 Belize 3 4 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 Mauritius 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 Seychelles 5 5 5 5 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 6 6 9 9 9 9 9 9 8 8 7 7 7 

 Iran 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 3 3 

 Netherlands Antilles 2 2 1 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 
Total 53 48 48 48 50 50 50 50 49 50 51 51 53 52 51 51 49 50 50 48 48 50 50 50 

3.1.2          Vessels Active 
 
According to data obtained from logbooks, there were between 43 and 48 vessels ac-
tive per month in 2001, giving an average of 46 vessels active per month, for the 
whole year (45 for 2000). 
 
3.1.3          Catches, Fishing Effort, Catch Rates and Species Composition of  
                  Catches 
 
For the year 2001, the total catch in the Indian Ocean by purse seiners holding Sey-
chelles licences is estimated at 295,735 MT (330,340 MT for 2000). This shows a de-
crease of 10%. The fishing effort reported was 13,825 days fished, showing 454 days 
less than in the year 2000. Catch rates by the different fishing nations ranged from  

Table 3.1  Number of purse seiners licensed to fish in the Seychelles EEZ by country of registration 

2000 2001 

3 Industrial and Semi-Industrial Tuna 
Fishing Activities 
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Year (MT) MT/Day Catch % Catch % 
1994 280,114 22.21 94,610 34 154,002 55 

1995 307,135 21.27 108,123 35 159,591 51 

1996 265,658 20.52 92,429 35 145,134 55 

1997 271,100 17.41 71,370 26 171,404 63 

1998 252,595 16.35 69,905 28 151,894 60 

1999 331,424 23.66 87,659 26 213,182 64 

2000 330,340 24.71 118,738 36 191,912 58 

2001 295,735 21.39 106,449 36 166,380 56 

28.68 MT/day to 11.05 MT/day. The average catch rate reported was 21.39 MT/day 
(24.71 MT/day in 2000). The total catch of tuna reported inside the Seychelles EEZ 
has again increased, by 67% compared to the previous year. There has been an in-
crease in the reported catch of yellowfin over the last three years. Yellowfin ac-
counted for 36% of the total catch for 2001 compared to 26% in 2000.  
 
Table 3.2 summarises the tuna catch statistics for the last eight years and table 3.3 
summarises the tuna catch statistics by country of registration for the years 2000 and 
2001. 

Table 3.2  Tuna catch statistics for the last eight  years (only the targeted species are considered) 

Table 3.3  Tuna catch statistics by country of registration for 2000 and 2001 

 Country of registration (MT) % (MT) % 

 Belize 29,406 9 2,930 1 

 Spain 140,475 43 123,754 42 

 France & Italy 92,895 28 82,030 28 

 Mauritius 514    

 Netherlands Antilles 24,536 8 34,526 12 

 Panama 10,934 3 6,681 2 

 Seychelles 27,296 8 41,804 14 

 Iran 4,284 1 4,010 1 

Total 330,340 100 295,735 100 

 2000 2001 

Catch rate Yellowfin Skipjack                    Total catch 
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Figures 3.1 to 3.3 show the trends in the total tuna catch, fishing effort reported and 
catch rates of purse seiners licensed to fish in Seychelles waters, from 1984 to 2001. 
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Figure 3.1  Total catch (MT), of purse seiners licensed to fish in Seychelles waters, 1984 - 2001 

Figure 3.2  Total effort (fishing days), of purse seiners licensed to fish in Seychelles waters, 1984 - 2001 

Figure 3.3  CPUE (MT/fishing days), of purse seiners licensed to fish in Seychelles waters, 1984 - 2001 
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Nation Transhipment % of 
catch * Transhipment % of 

catch * 
 Belize 25,501 87 3,541 83 
 Spain 119,546 85 103,363 84 
 France + Italy 74,117 80 74,429 91 
 Mauritius 965 0   
 Netherlands Antilles 19,528 80 24,535 71 
 Panama 10,531 96 6,435 96 
 Seychelles 18,590 68 34,808 83 
 Iran 2,061 48 1,343 33 

Total 270,839  248,454 84 

3.1.4          Transhipment in Port Victoria 
 
Table 3.4 shows the total transhipment by month (including landings to the canning 
factory) by purse seiners in Port Victoria for the last seven years, and table 3.5 shows 
transhipment in Port Victoria by nationality. Port Victoria remained the principal 
transhipment port in the Indian Ocean for the year 2001. A total of 248,454 MT of 
tuna was transhipped, representing 84% of the total catch. In 2000, 82% of the total 
tuna caught (269,673 MT) was transhipped in Port Victoria. 

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 
1995 19,414 13,017 13,801 2,179 2,771 10,039 19,777 20,471 16,848 28,434 19,337 19,401 185,489 
1996 20,604 12,349 12,407 6,143 3,375 6,850 13,296 14,442 14,695 21,483 26,990 11,023 163,657 
1997 28,785 15,039 20,249 7,685 3,245 7,255 4,027 21,707 24,337 26,177 24,996 16,777 200,279 
1998 10,253 5,489 7,907 2,364 4,075 15,376 18,347 16,897 17,040 15,454 31,142 7,248 151,592 
1999 23,964 17,075 15,185 3,509 14,080 14,111 13,683 31,488 38,550 34,291 35,721 15,790 257,447 
2000 19,472 26,468 19,148 8,030 9,455 14,273 21,493 34,091 25,290 42,273 25,636 24,044 269,673 
2001 20,120 23,357 21,671 9,474 5,990 11,010 12,776 25,331 30,149 37,424 30,308 20,844 248,454 

Table 3.4  Total transhipment (MT) by purse seiners in Port Victoria for the last seven years 

Table 3.5  Transhipment in Port Victoria by nationality 

* 1  :  P e r c e n t a g e  o f   t u n a  t r a n s h i p p e d  i n  P o r t  V i c t o r i a  b y   c o u n t r y ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  i t s  t o t a l  c a t c h  

3.1.5          Purse Seine Tuna Sampling in Port Victoria 
 
The tuna sampling programme for length frequency continued in Port Victoria. The 
aim of the programme is to collect information on the size composition of various 
species of tunas and the specific composition of transhipment. Four field workers are 
employed to sample tuna during transhipment in Port Victoria. This information is 
required to evaluate the state of the tuna resources. 

 
Following certain observations it became necessary to introduce a new sampling sys-
tem. In April 2001, a French technician from IRD (ex-orstom) arrived to reinforce 
the SFA sampling team and to monitor the new sampling system. The sampling re-

  2000 2001 

Industrial and Semi-Industrial Tuna Fishing Activities 
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sults obtained in 2001 were satisfactory and encouraging. The number of fish meas-
ured totalled 119,473 and the grand total of fish measured and counted was 314,936. 
The volume of data collected is illustrated in table 3.6. 

Country Sample Measure Total Measure Total Measure Total Measure Total 

  France 285 29,024 29,024 8,748 70,932 5,734 5,734 2,950 3,099 

  Spain 323 24,659 24,659 13,301 105,232 7,458 7,458 4,188 4,188 

  Panama 15 992 992 650 5,605 139 139 84 84 

  Seychelles 52 3,862 3,862 2,050 16,920 1,055 1,055 576 576 

  Italy 32 3,621 3,621 800 6,670 526 526 235 235 

  Belize 1 78 78     0 0 

  Netherlands Antilles 51 5,043 5,043 2,200 17,704 840 840 660 660 

Total 759 67,279 67,279 27,749 223,063 15,752 15,752 8,693 8,842 

Table 3.6  Details of  sampling by nationality in Port Victoria (no. of fish) 

3.2           The Longline Fishery 
 
A total of 241 licences were issued to 175 longliners in 2001 compared to 165 licenses 
issued to 137 vessels in 2000. This shows increases of 46 % and 28% respectively  in 
the number of licences issued and in the number of vessels. This increase can be at-
tributed to 93% rise in the number of licences taken by Japanese vessels. An increase 
by more than two fold was also recorded in the number of licences issued to Taiwan-
ese longliners. However there was a drop of 86% and 52% respectively in the number 
of licences issued to South Korean longliners and to those from other countries (table 
3.7). 
 
Other nationalities included French, Portugese, Spanish, Indonesian and Chinese in 
2000. French and Chinese vessels did not take any licences in 2001, but two vessels 
from Cambodia and one from Mauritius took licences. It is to be noted that French 
and Spanish vessels usually take licences for a period of one year, whereas Japanese 
and Taiwanese licences have an average duration of three months and one month re-
spectively. This has been the usual trend in recent years. 
 

 

Yellowfin  Skipjack  Bigeye  Other species   
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Nationality Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

 Japanese 8 6 3 2  2  1 4 8 2 7 43 6 3 9 6 6 7 4 3 6 8 6 19 83 

 South Ko- 
 rean 11 10 1  1    1 2 1 1 28 3 1           4 

 Taiwanese 3 3 1  1 1  8 11 23 10 8 69 3 2 6 8 3 2   2 17 43 56 142 

 Others 23  1     1     25 7   2  1    1 1  12 

Total 45 19 6 2 2 3 0 10 16 33 13 16 165 19 6 15 16 9 10 4 3 8 26 50 75 241 

2000 2001 

Table 3.7  Longline licences issued by month and by nationality for 2000 and 2001 

Table 3.8 summarises the catch statistics reported to SFA for the last eight years and 
table 3.9 shows the catch statistics by country for 2000 and 2001. Due to late arrival 
of logbooks, the figures for 2000 and 2001 are based on data compiled from 83 and 
59 logbooks respectively. These figures (especially the most recent) are subject to revi-
sion as more data are compiled. 

1994 79  (36) 2,828 0.357 1,344 46 1,039 43 424 15 

1995 20  ( 7) 1,576 0.63 774 49 596 38 206 13 

1996 56  (16) 2,244 0.435 1,146 50 805 35 295 13 

1997 66  (18) 2,675 0.38 797 51 497 32 280 17 

1998 122  (62) 3,799 0.353 1,667 44 1,583 42 549 14 

1999 120  (54) 4,840 0.363 2,237 46 2,025 42 578 12 

2000 89  (54) 3,287 0.310 1,534 47 1,238 38 515 15 

2001 71  (29) 4,830 0.426 2,172 45 1,704 35 954 20 

Year 
Logbooks 
returned 
No    % 

Total catch 
 

(MT) 

Catch rate 
 

(MT/1000) 

Yellowfin 
 

Catch            % 

Bigeye 
 

Catch              % 

Others 
 

Catch            % 

Table 3.8  Catch statistics reported to SFA for the last eight years 

Country Catch (MT) % Total 
catch 

Catch rate (MT/1000 
Hks) Catch (MT) % Total 

catch 
Catch rate (MT/1000 

Hks) 

 Japan 1,331 40.49 0.514 1,964 40.66 0.574 

 Taiwan 1,315 40.00 0.229 2,116 43.81 0.302 

 France 15 < 1 0.373    

 South Korea 53 1.61 0.378 4 < 1 0.290 

 Others 573 17.43 0.244 746 15.45 0.558 

Total 3,287 100 0.310 4,830 100 0.427 

Table 3.9  Catch statistics reported by country for 2000 and 2001 

 2000 2001 
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3.3           The Semi-Industrial Fishery 
 
3.3.1          Vessels Active and Fishing Effort (total trips) 
 
A total of 171 fishing trips were conducted by ten local vessels compared to 153 fish-
ing trips conducted by nine vessels during the previous year.  
Figure 3.4 shows the number of vessels active and total trips conducted since the be-
ginning of the fishery. 
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3.3.2          Total Catch, Catch Rates and Predation 
 
The total landed catch was 411 MT compared to 390 MT for the previous year (figure 
3.5). The catch rate estimated in 2001 was 0.80 kg/hook (0.91 kg/hook for 2000) 
(figure 3.6). The reported loss of catch due to predation was estimated at 9 % of the 
catch, compared to 11% for 2000. In 2001 around 37 MT of fish was predated by 
false killer whales (Pseudorca crassidens) and by sharks. 
 

Figure 3.4  Total effort for 1995 - 2001 

Illustration of the damage that can be caused to longline catch by predation from false killer whales and sharks 
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Figure 3.5  Total catch landed 1995 - 2001 
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Figure 3.6  Catch rates (kg/hooks) 1995 - 2001 

3.3.3          Species Composition of the Catch 
 
The species composition of the catch for the year compared to the previous year is 
given in table 3.9. 

Species 2000 2001 

  Swordfish 52 % 48 % 

  Yellowfin 9 % 10 % 

  Bigeye 10 % 18 % 

  Other species 29 % 24 % 

Table 3.9  Species composition for the year 2000 - 2001 
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3.4           Research Activities 
 
3.4.1          Collaboration with IRD (UR THETIS Programme) 
 
A tuna research program, THETIS, has been designed by IRD for the period 2001-
2004 covering both Atlantic and Indian Oceans. This program focuses on the meso-
scale biophysical processes that are controlling the dynamics of pelagic ecosystems, 
with emphasis on tuna populations and their relationships with other top predators 
and their forage. In addition to biological interactions, the dynamics of tuna are also 
analysed with regards to fishing strategies. Mr Vincent Lucas, a biologist with the 
SFA, is actively involved in the first stage (trophodynamics in pelagic ecosystem) of 
this programme analysing the biotic interactions between principal exploited pelagic 
zones. This stage involves the analysis of the stomach contents of various pelagic spe-
cies caught by longline and purse seine. Mr Lucas has undertaken various research 
trips onboard RV L’Amitié to collect biological samples (otoliths, muscles, stomach 
content) of tuna and other top predators. He has also attended a short training course 
in Reunion with the following objectives; 
 

− learn the techniques required for separating the different prey found in the 
stomach contents of tuna and other top predators 

 
− aquire the necessary skills for taxonomic identification of the different prey 

found in the stomach contents 

The training has resulted in the development of the necessary skills to be able to ana-
lyse samples stored at the SFA.  

Specimens collected from the stomach content of A. ferrox   Biologist examining gut specimens 
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3.4.2          Project to Develop the Seychelles Longline Fishery in Collaboration  
                  with IFREMER Reunion 
 
This two year project sponsored by the French Government was signed in June 2000 
by H.E. Mr M. Surbiguet, the French Ambassador, and the Chairman of SFA, Mr G. 
Savy. 
 
The aims of this project are : 

− to improve knowledge on the abundance of the species targetted by this 
fishery 

− to reinforce the bilateral collaboration between France (Reunion) / Sey-
chelles in the monitoring and scientific aspects of this fishery 

− to initiate the exchange of scientific and technical knowledge between the 
two countries 

− to assist fishermen with satellite charts (altimetry, sea surface temperature, 
ocean color) so as to improve the probability of locating productive  fish-
ing grounds 

 
In order to reinforce the technical and scientific aspects of this programme SFA re-
quested the assistance of a technical adviser. In July 2001, Mr Bertrand Wendling re-
cruited by the French Government attached to SFA for 1/3 of his working pro-
gramme. Mr Wendling is also attached to the Ministry of Environment. 
 
The contract with CLS ARGOS regarding the delivery of satellite charts to local in-
vestors via SFA was amended and renewed for another two years, to compensate for 
the delay by the station in the delivery of  the Sea Surface temperature (SST) and 
planckton charts.  
 
From August to December 2001, eight experimental trips were undertaken with the 
SFA research vessel R/V L’Amitié to conduct research on the longline fishery. Hook  
timers and temperature / depth recorders were utilised so as to collect or estimate the 
time of catches, survival rates of the species, depth of the catch and relationships with 
the environment. Altimetry charts were used to locate potential fishing grounds for 
the experimental trips. 
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4.1            Catch Assessment Survey 
 
The Catch Assessment Survey (CAS) of the Artisanal Fisheries Research Programme 
continued throughout 2001 and generated monthly bulletins of fisheries statistics, 
which are briefly summarised below. 
 
The general catch trends for all artisanal fisheries in 2001 have been average. A total 
of 4,290 MT was landed on Mahé, Praslin and La Digue. The 2001 catch landings 
represents a decline of 474 MT compared to landings in 2000. The 2001 total catch 
was 248 MT less than the 4,538 MT historical average landed catch calculated since 
the start of the CAS in 1985.  
 
The year 2001 CAS estimated that a total of 4,290 MT of fish was landed on Mahé, 
Praslin and La Digue by 377 fishing boats, excluding the sport fishing vessels. This 
represents a decrease of eight vessels all falling into the small boat category. The 377 
fishing vessels include 14 schooners, 95 whalers and 268 small boats. The small boat 
fishery is made up of 197 full time and 71 part time fishing boats. 84.3% of the total 
catch was landed on Mahé alone, representing a decrease of 5.2% over the previous 
year. The landed catch  for Praslin and La Digue increased by 48% compared to 2000 
landings. Figure 4.1 shows the total artisanal catch for Mahé, Praslin and La Digue 
from 1985 to 2001. 

4     Artisanal Fishery 

Unloading of catch at the artisanal fishing port 
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Figure 4.1  Artisanal catch for Mahé, Praslin and La Digue for 1985 - 2001 

Table 4.1 shows the landed catch for the artisanal fisheries for Mahé, Praslin and La 
Digue. The highest landing for a single month was 478 MT recorded in June. 
 
Table 4.2 shows the proportion of catch as a percentage of the total landed by boat 
types operating in the artisanal fishery, including the SFA research vessel. Whalers, in-
cluding the Lavenir and Lekonomi class vessels, again dominate the landings, making 
up 66.7% of the total catch.  

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

 Mahé 315.3 299.1 336.5 385.3 266.1 382.6 302.0 241.3 119.9 258.7 365.5 345.3 3,617.6 
 Praslin/ 
 La Digue 27.7 65.0 38.8 55.8 63.5 95.3 10.4 19.8 41.9 121.1 64.8 68.2 672.1 

Total 343 364.1 375.3 441.1 329.6 477.9 312.4 261.1 161.8 379.8 430.3 413.5 4,289.7 

Table 4.1  Monthly catch for the artisanal fisheries for Mahé, Praslin and La Digue (MT) for 2001 

Boat Type 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

 Pirogues 4 3 1 3 4 0.7 1.7 1.2 

 Outboards 39 36 36 34 25 33.7 31.6 24.9 

 Whalers 48 50 53 54 62 59 59.4 66.7 

 Schooners 7 6 7 7 7 5.2 3.9 6.1 

 Foot Fishermen - 1 1 1 1 1.1 0.8 1.1 

 Research Vessels 2 3 1 1 1 0.1 0.1 1.7 

 Dropline Vessels - 1 1 1 1 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Table 4.2  Proportion of catch (%) landed by boat type for 1994  - 2001 
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Table 4.3 shows the number of fishing vessels operating for the last eight years. Year 
2001 shows a decrease in the number of fishing boats operating and this trend also 
represented decrease of two fishing days in fishing effort from 13,538 fishing days in 
the year 2000 to 13,536 fishing days in the year 2001. 

  Pirogues* 42 42 39 40 38 41 37 32 

  Outboards* 182 189 182 201 214 239 250 236 

  Whalers 95 92 91 94 90 90 95 95 

  Schooners 9 11 12 11 11 13 13 14 

  Sports 0 0 28 32 38 35 40 38 

  Dropline Vessels 0 3 3 2 2 2 2 1 

Total 328 337 355 380 393 420 437 416 

Boat type 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

*  -  i nc ludes  pa r t - t ime  f i sh ing  boa ts 

Table 4.3.  Number of operating fishing vessels 1994 - 2001 

Table 4.4 below shows the percentage species composition for the artisanal catch. As 
expected trevally was the dominant species group (1,285 MT) of the fishery, followed 
by jobfish (703 MT), red snapper (605 MT) and emperors (484 MT). There was a de-
crease in the catch of mackerel from 469 MT in 2000 to 264 MT in 2001. In 2001 the 
total catch (245 MT) of the trap fishery (‘Kordonnyen’ and ‘other trap fish’) declined 
by 127 MT compared to the 2000 catch of 372 MT.  

English / Scientific Kreol 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

 Trevally (Carangoides spp.)  Karang 35 38 30 30.4 37 30 

 Red Snapper (Lutjanus spp.)  Bourzwa, bordmar, 
 etc 8 5 13 10.1 8.7 14.1 

 Jobfish (Aprion virescens)  Zob 10 11 18 17 11.6 16.4 

 Emperors (Lethrinus spp.)  Kaptenn 7 5 8 5.9 8.9 11.3 

 Bonito (Euthynnus spp.)  Bonit 4 5 1 3.3 1.7 1.2 

 Groupers (Epinephelus spp.)  Vyey 3 3 3 3 3.2 2.5 

 Rabbitfish (Siganus spp.)  Kordonnyen 8 4 4 5.1 3.4 2.1 

 Mackerel (Rastrelliger spp.)  Makro Dou 9 7 1 6.6 6.2 6.1 

 Others  16 21 22 18.6 19.2 16.3 

4,510 4,095 3,334 4,842 4,764 4,290 Total landings (MT) 

Species Group  

Table 4.4  Species composition of the artisanal catch (%) for 1996 – 2001 
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4.2           Lobster Fishing Season 
 
The lobster fishing season was opened for the third consecutive year in November 
2001. An analysis of the catch indicates a sharp drop in landings with preliminary esti-
mates of 5.5 MT reported for the season 2001/2002 compared to 10 MT for the pre-
vious season. Last year 40 licences were granted (as in the previous season) and the 
fishery was closely monitored with night patrols organised and catch and effort data 
collected on a regular basis. Reports indicate, however, that there was still a consider-
able amount of illegal fishing activity taking place. Because of this and the sharp drop 
in the catch, SFA is seriously considering closing the fishery for the 2002/2003 fish-
ing season. A final decision will be made to this effect once all the data has been col-
lected and analysed. 

2001/2002 

5.5 

1992 1993 1994/1995 1995/1996 1996/1997 1999/2000 2000/2001 

4.9 4.1 4.1 2.4 0.67 7.2 10.2 

Table 4.5  Landed catch of lobster per fishing season from 1992 to 2002 (MT) 

4.3           Sea Cucumber Fishery 
 
This fishery was subject to additional management measures following environmental 
concerns on the status of the stocks and the low compliance in catch reporting. There 
was a freeze on new licences whilst the SFA reviewed the fishery. The fishery was re-
opened in November, but with 
more stringent measures, which 
included a separate licence for 
fishing and processing and a 
requirement to produce more 
relevant data. Despite these 
measures, the SFA lacks the 
necessary technical capacity to 
carry out a comprehensive 
stock assessment study of the 
fishery. SFA therefore made a 
formal request to the FAO for 
technical assistance.  
 

Artisanal Fishery 
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26 

4.4           Research Activities 
 
Research activities for 2001 included the continuation of a comprehensive stock as-
sessment on important species to the fishery including vyey makonde, varvara, kor-
donnyen, and bourzwa. New equipment for the development of the otolith/stock as-
sessment lab was donated by the Rhodes University Department of Ichthyology and 
Fisheries Science which will enable the Artisanal Research Section to become self suf-
ficient in the production of age and growth validation parameters for stock assess-
ment purposes. The equipment includes a state-of-the-art dual blade otolith saw. 

Research co-operative programmes included the ongoing collaboration with James 
Cook University, Queensland University and the Smithsonian Institute, which in-
volves the genetic determination of coral reef fish in order to examine the genetic 
structure and connectivity throughout the Indo-Pacific region. The research also in-
cluded demographic investigations based on micro-structures of otoliths in particular 
for those species exploited by the live reef fish trade in other countries of the Indo-
Pacific. 
 
Ongoing research into the determination of local scallop stocks was continued as a 
stock prospection programme utilising the SFA research vessel R/V L’Amitié. The 
objective was to assess local scallop stocks on the Mahé plateau to determine whether 
a new fishery could be economically viable.  

Artisanal fisheries research technician using the new state-of-the-art dual blade otolith saw 
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5.1            Prawn Farming 
 
Prawn production at the Coëtivy farm decreased by 34% in 2001 compared to  2000. 
A total of 282 MT of prawns were produced compared to 425 MT in 2000. Around 
77% of the production (figure is not final) was exported, and only about 30 MT of 
prawns were sold on the local market. Production of post-larvae at the hatcheries fol-
lowed the same trend with a 32% decrease compared to 2000 (table 5.1). 

5     Aquaculture 

Year Hatchery PL % increase Farm Prod. % increase Exports % of 

 ('000) Hatchery Prod. MT Farm Prod. MT Prod. Exported 

1995 127,710  195  128 66% 

1996 2,397 -98% 278 43% 188 68% 

1997 66,020 2654% 584 110% 406 70% 

1998 52,400 -21% 642 10% 581 90% 

1999 48,708 -7% 227 -65% 159 70% 

2000 56,280 16% 427 88% 333 78% 

2001 38,006 -32% 282 -34% 230 77% 

Table 5.1  Hatchery and Farm Production 

So u r c e :  SM B  & MI S D 

Small boat supplying feed to the prawns ponds at Coëtivy 
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The decrease in farm production is mainly linked to the decrease of post-larval pro-
duction at the hatcheries. This reduction in the output from the hatcheries has even 
more significance since the number of ponds in operation has increased from 74 to 
154 in 2001. One of the reasons of the lower production by the hatcheries is quality 
and quantity of broodstock that can be obtained from the suppling countries.  
Several steps have been taken to remedy this situation. The filtration and holding ca-
pacities of the broodstock suppliers in Madagascar and Mozambique have been im-
proved, so that better quality broodstock can be supplied. On the local side, a holding 
station has been built on Coëtivy, that can hold large amounts of broodstock until 
they are required by the hatcheries. This also acts as a quarantine station for imported 
broodstock. There are several advantages to this system. One is that only good quality 
broodstock is supplied to the hatcheries. The other is that broodstock can be stocked 
in large numbers, prior to the closed-fishing season for broodstock in the supplying 
countries, which lasts from January to April. In this way, the hatcheries can now pro-
duce all-year round. The filtration system in the hatcheries have also been changed 
and improved, so that the better water quality is obtained. There is also a plan to build 
a small farm area where local broodstock can be produced. This is the best long-term 
solution, as it will reduce dependency on imported broodstock, as well as reducing 
foreign-exchange outlays. 
 
5.2           Giant Clams and Pearl Farming 
 
The giant clam culture project continued during 2001, but export has been considera-
bly reduced. All clams exported during the year went to the USA. There does not 
seem to be a big export potential for the present stock of clams, as most of them are 
of a brown colour which is not popular with the aquarium trade. 
 
The year 2001 was a transition period for the pearl farm at Praslin. Since there were 
no oysters grafted in 1999 (it takes around two years for a grafted oyster to produce a 
pearl), only a few pearls were harvested. These were mainly obtained from oysters 
grafted during early 2000. Several thousand oysters were grafted in 2000 and 2001, so 
there should now be regular harvests of pearls as from 2002 onwards.  
 
A second pearl farm will soon start its operation at Platte Island. An aquaculture con-
cession has been earmarked inside the lagoon and an EIA was conducted at the be-
ginning of the year.  

Annual Report 2001 



29 

6.1            Registration of  Fishermen 
 
A scheme was introduced in 1996 by SFA in collaboration with the Social Security 
Division to pay full time fishermen when they fall sick or are unable to work. Under 
the scheme, fishermen receive SR 100 per day for the first 20 days that they are un-
able to work and, thereafter, SR 48 for each additional day a claim is made. Any 
claims made by fishermen should be supported by a doctor’s certificate and SFA’s 
approval. In 2001, SFA recorded an increase of 38% in the number of registered 
fishermen. This was due to greater effort on SFA’s side to ensure that all full time 
fishermen are registered. In an effort to promote the process, SFA officers were sent 
to Praslin and La Digue especially to register fishermen at the beginning of the year. 
Figure 6.1 shows the number of registered fishermen over the last six years. 
 
 

6    Fisheries Development and 
Management 
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Figure 6.1  Number of registered fishermen over the last six years 

Fishermen have to be reminded that they need to renew their registration each year in 
order that they can benefit from the sickness benefit scheme. 
 
6.2           Fishermen Record Books 
 
SFA continued to issue record books to fishermen who are employed on foreign tuna 
purse seiners, and to those who are fishing on locally registered fishing vessels which 
are likely to enter foreign ports. Over the past 12 years SFA has issued a cumulative 
total of 610 record books. In 2001, 19 record books were issued to fishermen. Table 
6.1 indicates the number of record books issued annually since 1995. 

Fisheries Development and Management 



30 

Year 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 

No. of Books 43 29 68 50 48 50 19 

Table 6.1  Number of fishermen record books issued between 1995 and 2001 

6.3           Meetings with Fishermen 
 
In view of the critical need for fishermen to participate in fisheries management deci-
sions, SFA in collaboration with the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine Resources 
has organised a Fishermen Representative Committee to discuss fishing industry re-
lated matters. The Committee is made of the Principal Secretary (Ministry of Agricul-
ture and Marine Resources), the Chairman of SFA, Managing Director (SFA), Sey-
chelles Christian Seamanship Association, Apostleship of the Sea, Fish Processors, 
Fishermen, and SFA Technical staff.  
 
6.4           Fuel Incentive Scheme for Fishermen 
 
This scheme, initiated in 1991 by SFA in collaboration with the Ministry of Finance, 
continues to be a major service provided to boat owners’ with the objective of im-
proving the viability of their fishing operations. 
 
A combined total of 2.34 million litres of diesel and benzine worth SR 3.68 million 
was sold under the fuel voucher incentive scheme. Benzine, subsidised at SR 5.51 per 
litre, continues to be the dominant type of fuel utilised in the fishing industry. During 
the year 2001, benzine accounted for 53% of the volume of fuel used by fishermen 
benefiting under this scheme. This represents a cost of nearly SR 2.3 million to the 
government, an increase of 17% from the previous year. A rebate of SR 1.73 is given 
on every litre of diesel sold under the scheme, accounting for the remaining SR 1.4 
million, representing a 13% increase from the previous year. 
 
As in previous years, the volume and subsequently the value of fuel subsidised contin-
ued to rise, this being mainly due to the increase in the size (horsepower) of engines 
utilised by fishermen. The increase in the subsidy by the Government in 1998 also 
partly explains the exponential increase in expenditure thereafter. Overall there was a 
10% increase in the total value being disbursed under the scheme.  
 
In order to counter any abuse of the system, SFA organised regular spot checks and 
surveys on Mahé, Praslin and La Digue. Also, all new boats are visited before fuel is 
allocated with the boat’s picture and identification number stored in a database. 
Figure 6.2 shows the total expenditure as a subsidy to the artisanal sector from 1991 
to 2001. 

Annual Report 2001 



31 

6.5           Safety of  Life at Sea 
 
The Extension and Operations Section continued in its efforts to promote and im-
prove the standard safety of life at sea for fishermen. This involved working closely 
with the Port and Marine Services Department and the Seychelles Coastguard who 
are responsible for safety of life at sea. A safety awareness programme for fishermen/
mariners was initiated with the assistance of SBC Television. 
 
The section continued to provide training in basic radiotelephony (VHF, MF/HF) to 
skippers/boat owners who wished to install a radio on their boats. 
 
Nineteen local fishing boats were fitted with 121.5 MHz EPIRBS (Emergency Posi-
tion Indicating Radio Beacon) under a scheme financed by the British Government 
from the previous year. This scheme was closely monitored throughout the year. This 
included changing the batteries of most of the EPIRBs which had expired. 
 
The section also provided advice to boat owners on the type of safety equipment 
available and information on the latest developments on safety of life at sea.   
 
The section was also very active in issues related to Global Maritime Distress and 
Safety System (GMDSS). This included participation in a regional workshop held in 
Seychelles on the setting up of Regional Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre 
(MRCC) in Mombasa, Kenya. 
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Figure 6.2  Amount of subsidy by Seychelles Government 1991 - 2001 
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6.6           Coastal Fisheries Development Project (Japanese Grant Aid) 
 
The Extension and Operations section worked closely with the Japanese officials 
throughout all the phases of this grant aid project funded by the Japanese Govern-
ment. This included the preparation of specifications for various components of the 
project such as fishing boats, safety equipment, marine diesel engines and fishing gear. 
The final shipment of material donated under the Project, which included five boats, 
marine engines, fishing gear and safety equipment, was delivered by a delegation of 
Japanese officials in December.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Section was responsible for the storage, control of the equipment and prepara-
tion of the boats for commissioning (sea trials). In view of the heavy workload of the 
staff, the R/V L’Amitié ceased operations for the month of December. 
 
6.7           Training and Extension Services 
 
6.7.1          Advanced Training in La Réunion 
 
SFA worked closely with the operators of the semi-industrial fishing vessels, in order 
to have more trained personnel, by sending trainees to the Maritime School in La 
Réunion. One trainee successfully completed his course for skipper while another 
started a more advanced course in navigation. These trainees benefit from scholar-
ships given by the French Government. A mission with the objective of reinforcing 
the cooperation between SFA and the training school in La Réunion was also carried 
out in view of the success of this programme. 
 

13 M fishing vessels donated as part of the Japanese Grant Aid Project 
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6.7.2          Oil Spill 
 
The Extension and Operations Section participated in two oil spill tabletop exercises 
organised by the Seychelles Coastguard. 
 
6.8           Research Vessel Activities 
 
The R/V L’Amitié carried out a total of 26 trips for various purposes (table 6.2). This 
included trips undertaken in collaboration with the French scientific organisations 
IRD and IFREMER station based in La Réunion. 
 
The trips for IRD fell under “Project Thetis”, which is a project aimed at studying the 
behaviour of tuna in the Indian Ocean. It involves the study of three sub-areas, So-
mali Basin, East of Seychelles and the Mozambique Channel. 

Purpose of Trip No. of Trips Catch (Kg) 

 Joint research with IRD (Project Thetis) 4 2,766 

 Research, dredging for scallops 9 3,613 scallops 

 Installation/maintenance of light buoys around Mahé 4  

 Towing of pontoon to Bel Ombre 1  

 Research with James Cook University and Smithsonian Institute on reef fishery 1  

 Research –  in collaboration with IFREMER in semi-industrial fishery for   
 swordfish and tuna 2 4,185 

 Research – Experimental fishing for ‘etelis’ and diamond squid 1  

 Research – Experimental fishing for ‘etelis’ and other deep water species at   
 Coco de Mer Seamount 1 5,321 

 Outings for foreign delegation and SFA staff 3  

Table 6.2  Summary of trips by R/V L’Amitié 

6.9             Fisheries Resource Information Management System  
 
SFA embarked on a major programme to develop a Resource Management Informa-
tion System, with the objective to integrate all domestic fishing industry activities to 
aid fisheries management. The system comprises of five modules: 
 

1.        Fishermen picture, socio-economic database (registration, fuel voucher etc.) 
2.        Picture boat database 
3.        Licence and permits database 
4.        Fishery database (lobster, sea cucumber, nets, sharks) 
5.        Geographical information system 
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The two main components are; the boat and fishermen picture database, which will 
provide a comprehensive profile of the domestic fishing industry, and secondly, the 
integration of a geographical information system within the database for mapping and 
other analyses. This programme is long term, with the objective of proving at a key-
stroke, detailed and concise information about a fishery and its users. 
 
6.10           Fisheries Reserves 
 
A strategy to conserve fishery resources around 16 of the outlying islands was defined 
in November 2001, and a fisheries management regime covering these islands was de-
veloped through a proposed Fisheries (Reserves) Regulations. The Fisheries 
(Reserves) Regulations, which have yet to be enacted, were subject to a comprehen-
sive review by the Fishermen Representative Committee to ensure that views of the 
fishing community were taken into account and to explain the objectives of such a 
strategy. The management regime is to be implemented in 2002.  
 
6.11          Credit Facilities to the Fisheries Sector 
 
Compared to the year 2000, an increase of around 17% was recorded in the total 
value of loans granted to the fisheries sector, representing a sharp increase from SR 
12.1 million in 2000 to SR 14.1 million in 2001. 
 
For the year 2001 there were general increases in both the number of loans approved 
and value of loans granted by the Development Bank of Seychelles (DBS) and the 
Young Enterprise Scheme (YES). The number of loans granted by these two institu-
tions in 2001 grew by about 15%, from 48 in 2000 to 55 in 2001. The total value of 
the loans grew from SR 4.8 million to around SR 7.0 million in 2001. 
 
It is also to be noted that the Commercial Banks are becoming important lending in-
stitutions to the fisheries sector. For the year 2001 a total of SR 6.3 million was 
granted to the fisheries sector by commercial banks compared to SR 4.4 million in the 
year 2000. This represents an increase of 43%. On the other hand, funds disbursed 
under the Semi-Industrial Longline Development Fund reported a significant drop as 
the two vessels financed under this fund joined the fishery during the year. 
 
Table 6.3 summarises the details regarding loans to the fisheries sector for the years 
2000 and 2001. 
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 YES DBS Total YES DBS Total YES DBS Total 

 Applications received by SFA 14 46 60 16 57 73 14.3 23.9 21.7 

 Received for approval 13 44 57 12 56 68 -7.7 27.3 19.3 

 No. loans approved 10 38 48 21 34 55 110.0 -10.5 14.6 

 Value of loans approved 0.231 4.573 4.804 0.650 6.362 7.012 181.0 39.1 45.9 

  Semi industrial longline development fund 2.876   0.800   -72.2 

 Loans by commercial banks 4.400   6.300   43.2 

12.080   14.112   16.8 Total value of loans granted (SR M) 

 2000 2001 % change 

Table 6.3  Number and value of loans approved in 2000 and 2001 

So u r c e :  Dev e l opm e n t  Ban k  o f  Se yc he l l es ,  S I DEC a nd  Cen t ra l  B an k  

6.12          Vessel Monitoring System (VMS) 
 
The EU funded VMS project that has taken almost three years to be implemented 
was commissioned in December 2001. The contract for supplying the system was 
awarded to the French company Collecte Localisation Satellites (CLS) following the 
visit of the Managing Director, Project Manager and Project Consultant to the five 
companies that had each responded with an expression of interest to supply the Sey-
chelles VMS.  
 
Of the five expressions of interest received by the SFA, CLS’s solution was found to 
be better suited to the technical specifications required for the Seychelles VMS. Lo-
cally, Cable & Wireless (Seychelles) Ltd was awarded the contract to provide the X.25 
communication line to ensure secure delivery of position reports between the SFA, 
satellite communications Service Providers and other fisheries monitoring centres. 
The Seychelles national VMS is capable of monitoring, in almost real time, over 1000 
fishing vessels. The system is able to receive and process position reports from In-
marsat-C, Argos and Euteltracs terminals. Although it is expected that all vessels that 
will be monitored by the VMS centre will either be using the Inmarsat-C or Argos 
systems, the developer has included the flexibility for receiving position reports from 
any other systems that may be developed in the future. 
 
6.13          Illegal Fishing Activity 
 
A 43 metre Malagasy registered vessel MODELL Mahajanga was apprehended by the 
Seychelles Coastguard near Farquhar in April 2001. It had 110 persons on board who 
were engaged in sea cucumber fishing. A few days later 103 crew members were al-
lowed to leave Seychelles on a chartered flight paid for by the Seychelles Govern-
ment. In November 2001, the owner and the master of the vessel were found guilty 
of unauthorised fishing. They were fined SR 25,000 each and the vessel, equipment  
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and catch were forfeited to the State.  
 
In December, five licensed tuna purse seiners were intercepted fishing in a restricted 
zone during a surveillance patrol. They were ordered to Port Victoria where an inves-
tigation was carried out. Subsequently, an out-of-court settlement was reached and 
each vessel had to pay a fine of US$50,000. 
 
6.14          Legislation 
 
In March 2001, new regulations (Fisheries (Amendment) Act 2001) was passed re-
quiring all fishing vessels registered in Seychelles to request for authorisation to fish 
outside Seychelles EEZ. This new regulation provides SFA with the necessary legisla-
tive tool to improve the management of its fleet fishing in waters under non-
Seychelles jurisdiction or in international waters.  
 
This change of legislation is the result of technical assistance provided by the FAO 
concerning Flag States responsibilities for fishing vessels under UN instruments. It 
will allow Seychelles to comply with two international fishing agreements namely: the 
Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations Conven-
tion on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the Conservation and 
Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory Fish Stocks (UN Fish 
Stocks Agreement); and the Agreement to Promote Compliance with International 
Conservation and Management Measures by Fishing Vessels on the High Seas (FAO 
Compliance Agreement). 
 
Applications for an authorisation to fish outside the Seychelles EEZ will have to be 
made by all boat owners on a prescribed form to the SFA. Vessel owners will have to 
satisfy the SFA that their vessels comply with all relevant conditions under the Mer-
chant Shipping Act. 
 
Since granting authorisation provides for payment of a fee, the new regulations makes 
provision for two categories of vessels : local fishing vessels and foreign owned locally 
registered fishing vessels. The former will pay a fee of SR 500 and the latter SR 2,500 
for the authorisation which is valid for a period of one year from the date that the au-
thorisation is granted. 
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6.15          National Agricultural and Horticultural Show 
 
The SFA once again participated in the National Agricultural and Horticultural show. 
Unlike previous years where the focus was mainly on the artisanal fishery, this time 
emphasis was placed on the Industrial (purse seine and foreign longline) and the 
Semi-Industrial (local monofilament) fisheries. The display focused on various aspects 
of the two fisheries with exhibits ranging from the different gears and materials used 
to posters showing technological advances (sea surface temperature and sea surface 
anomaly charts) aiming at the development of the local longline fishery. For the purse 
seine fishery the use of Fish Aggregating Devices (FADs) and its effect (catching 
more small sized fish) was highlighted in the posters. Catch statistics and the ex-
ploited fishing grounds were also displayed. Displays were further supported with vid-
eos showing longline and purse seine fishing operations. 
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7.1            Industrial Fishing Port 
 
7.1.1           Berth Occupancy 
 
As was the case in previous years, the quays, including the bunker pier within the In-
dustrial Fishing Port were fully utilised. The total number of ship cumulated days re-
corded in 2001 were 2,748, out of which 1,419 were purse seiners, 827 reefer vessels 
and 502 longliners and other vessels. However, the figure represents a slight decrease 
of 3.65% compared to the year 2000 when 2,852 ship days were recorded (table 7.1).  

7     Fishing Port Management 

Month No. of 
Purse Seiners 

No. of 
Reefer Vessels 

Others (supply ves-
sels, longliners etc.) Total 

 January 132 110 26 268 
 February 156 93 37 286 
 March 133 58 34 225 

 April 92 29 38 159 
 May 51 8 58 117 
 June 78 54 60 192 
 July 102 72 40 214 
 August 130 72 38 240 
 September 135 118 47 300 
 October 178 71 47 296 

 November 110 82 38 230 
 December 122 60 39 221 

Total 1,419 827 502 2,748 

Table 7.1  Berth occupancy for the year 2001 (ship days) 

7.1.2          Transhipment and Landings at the Industrial Fishing Port 
 
The year 2001 saw a decrease of 2.34% in tuna transhipment at the Industrial Fishing 
Port compared to the year 2000. A total of 218,020 MT of tuna were transhipped and 
landed out of which 77,995 MT were discharged to IOT, 281 MT were transhipped 
from Reefer to Reefer and 139,743 MT were transhipped from Purse Seiners to Reef-
ers (table 7.2). 
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Month Discharged to IOT Discharged from 
Reefer to Reefer 

Discharged  from 
Purse Seiner to Reefer Total 

 January 4,232 0 13,163 17,395 

 February 5,994 86 16,211 22,291 

 March 7,721 0 13,048 20,768 

 April 2,121 0 6,609 8,730 

 May 5,203 0 19 5,222 

 June 7,281 0 4,820 12,101 

 July 4,529 0 7,596 12,125 

 August 8,978 196 12,171 21,345 

 September 4,394 0 20,773 25,167 

 October 10,341 0 18,951 29,292 

 November 9,202 0 14,670 23,871 

 December 7,999  11,713 19,711 

Total 77,995 281 139,743 218,020 

Table 7.2  Transhipment and landings at the Industrial Fishing Port (MT) 

7.1.3         Stevedoring 
 
The number of stevedores employed in the year 2001 has decreased by 2.22% com-
pared to the previous year. However, the month of May recorded the lowest activity, 
compared to April for the previous year, whilst October still remained the busiest 
month during the year 2001. The number of days on which stevedores were em-
ployed declined from 335 in 2000 to 332 in 2001 (table 7.3). 
 

Tuna purse seiners and reefers at the industrial fishing port 
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Month Spanish French Total No. of days 
worked Spanish French Total 

Average no. 
of hours 

worked per 
day 

 January 2,096 1,016 3,112 29 72 35 107 7.40 

 February 2,264 1,748 4,012 28 81 62 143 8.00 

 March 2,241 872 3,113 31 72 28 100 6.35 

 April 496 852 1,348 21 24 40 64 6.25 

 May 137 540 677 22 6 25 31 4.30 

 June 1,322 664 1,986 27 49 25 74 6.25 

 July 1,602 676 2,278 27 59 25 84 6.30 

 August 2,044 1,260 3,304 29 70 43 113 8.15 

 September 2,433 1,508 3,941 28 87 54 141 6.40 

 October 2,305 1,940 4,245 31 74 63 137 8.25 

 November 2,006 1,152 3,158 30 67 38 105 8.20 

 December 2,020 1,172 3,192 29 70 40 110 7.10 

Total 20,966 13,400 34,366 332 61 40 101 7.30 

 No. of stevedores  employed   Average no. of stevedores employed 
per day 

7.3  Breakdown of stevedores employed (man/days on vessels under French and Spanish management) 

7.2           Artisanal Fishing Port 
 
Some 6,830 vessels (cumulated ship days) used these facilities, which were upgraded 
in 1999. A total of 1,471 shipdays were by longline vessels, 730 by schooners, 3,246 
by whalers, 959 by lavenir type boats and 424 lekonomi type boats. The average num-
ber of vessels using the facilities stood at 569 ship days per month. 

Month Longliners Schooners Whalers Lavenir Lekonomi 
Total 

2000             2001 
2001  

7.4  Berth occupancy for the year 2001 (ship days) 

 January 81 15 235 121 44 458 496 

 February 79 12 269 71 25 496 456 

 March 114 15 228 61 4 718 422 

 April 122 55 207 66 16 608 466 

 May 122 56 207 67 16 522 468 

 June 118 62 202 67 27 424 476 

 July 151 84 315 91 55 402 696 

 August 157 87 363 80 48 501 735 

 September 101 67 246 65 29 517 508 

 October 137 103 327 94 55 421 716 

 November 138 90 293 83 51 411 655 

 December 151 4 354 93 54 404 736 

Total 1,471 730 3,246 959 424 5,872 6,830 
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7.2.1          Fuel Station 
 
Both the artisanal fishing vessels and the semi-industrial ones based in Victoria have 
continued to benefit from this facility throughout the year 2001. A significant in-
crease of 40.08% in the fuel sale was recorded in comparison to the sales figures of 
2000. A total of 591,427 litres of gas oil (diesel) were sold compared to 422,194 litres 
in 2000. The average monthly sales recorded in the year 2001 was 49,285 litres. As a 
result of the increase in sales there is a pressing need to increase the fuel stock ca-
pacity of the fuel station. 

Artisanal fishing vessel refuelling at the fuel station 

Month 2000 2001 2000 2001 

 January 32,499 37,955 162,495 189,775 

 February 37,929 43,219 189,645 216,095 

 March 34,332 38,836 171,660 194,180 

 April 35,706 50,780 178,530 253,900 

 May 39,258 51,660 196,290 258,300 

 June 28,228 47,233 141,140 236,165 

 July 36,033 58,933 180,165 294,665 

 August 20,416 56,391 102,080 281,955 

 September 38,989 52,364 194,945 261,822 

 October 44,113 54,539 220,565 272,695 

 November 46,181 61,923 230,905 309,615 

 December 28,510 37,594 142,550 187,970 

Total 422,194 591,427 2,110,970 2,957,135 

 No. of litres sold Sale value (SR) 

Table 7.5  Sales for the year 2000 - 2001 
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7.3           Other Activities 
 
Apart from the management of both the Artisanal and Industrial Fishing Ports, the 
Fishing Port Section has been involved in two other notable activities during the year 
2001. 
 

(i)      The Section has constantly been involved in the ongoing government fi-
nanced land reclamation project (East Coast Phase III). It forms part of 
the Technical Steering Committee. 

 
(ii)     During the last quarter of the year 2001, the Port Section has been actively 

involved in the construction of a five tonne ice plant at Anse Royale which 
formed part of the Japanese Grant Aid Project 2001/2002. The ice plant 
has been operational since December 2001 and is presently being managed 
by the Section. Fishermen residing on the south and west coasts of Mahé 
are benefiting from this facility and have expressed satisfaction with re-
gards to the quality of ice produced. 

 

New ice plant funded under the Japanese Grant Aid Project  

Annual Report 2001 



43 

8.1            Acquisitions 
 
The Centre’s collection of new material has continued to increase during the year. A 
total of 329 volumes were acquired, of which 90% were through its gifts and ex-
change programmes. These figures show a dramatic increase over the year 2000 when 
103 volumes were acquired. Its biggest achievement was the donation by the South-
ampton Oceanography Centre through the ODINAFRICA Project of the complete 
set of ”Estuarine Coastal and Shelf Science, 1973-2000”. 
 
8.2           Library Management and Cooperation 
 
Cooperation with ODINAFRICA was maintained and strengthened. In line with this, 
the subscription to ASFA CD ROM was also maintained. Several journal articles were 
requested and received through the document request activity. The Centre also bene-
fited from equipment donation and training. 
 
The officer in charge, Mrs Josette Confait, attended the first ODINAFRICA training 
course on Marine Information Management held in South Africa. The course, a first 
in a series of three (next to be held in the year 2002) introduced the Intergrated Li-
brary Management System ILMS (INMAGIC) for librarians. During that session she 
was also assigned the task of being the regional library database helpdesk. This is to 
assist with any database-building questions and also to check on quality control of the 
data before submission to IOC in Paris. 
 
In line with this new development the conversion of the old database and cataloguing 
of new inputs using the newly introduced system will commence early in the year 
2002. 
 
8.2.1          Equipments Received 
 
During the year the Documentation Centre received the following equipments from 
ODINAFRICA Project; 

• two Dell computers 
• one HP scanner 

8     Documentation Centre 
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• one HP LaserJet 1200 printer 
• INMAGIC DB/Text library software 

 
The main purpose of the donation was to strengthen and improve the flow of infor-
mation and services within the region. This has also greatly benefited SFA and its re-
searchers and other external users, since one computer has been allocated to the assis-
tant documentation officer to be used primarily for database building and other ser-
vices. The other has been allocated to users for database searches and other uses. 
 
8.3           Publications and Distribution of  SFA Reports 
 
The Documentation Centre distributed some 600 copies of SFA publications to sev-
eral institutions, individuals and government bodies both national and international. 
 
8.3.1          Publications  
 
AUMEERUDDY, R. (January 2001). EIA of a proposed pearl oyster farm project at 

Platte Island for Montecristo Operations (Seychelles) (Proprietary) Ltd. 37 p 
 
BARGAIN, R.M. (2001). Trends in the Seychelles Semi-Industrial Longline Fishery, 

IOTC WP on Billfish, 5th – 8th November 2001, Reunion, 13 p 
 
BARGAIN, R.M.; THOMAS, A.; LUCAS, V. (December 2001). Seychelles Industrial 

Fishery Statistical System, 11 p 
 
BOULLE, D.P.; AZEMIA, R.T. (2001). Seychelles Artisanal Fisheries Statistics for 

2000. SFA Technical Report, SFA/R&D/051, 88 p 
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SFA has experienced a tremendous change to its Information Technology (IT) capa-
bilities. This evolution has transformed the organization’s IT processing capability, 
from that of an out-of-date system to new modern facilities that enables the organiza-
tion to efficiently accomplish its mission in this ever changing world of technology, 
especially that relating to fisheries stock management. 
  
The major transformation has been the change in networking environment, from a 
Novell base networking operating system to the Windows 2000 Server families, with 
the aim of operating in a native Windows 2000 environment. 
 
The change of networking environment was inevitable since SFA had to accommo-
date the new VMS to its Local Area Network (LAN). The VMS is a near real time 
tracking system used for monitoring fishing vessels. The VMS server is connected to 
a Land Earth Station (LES) in the Netherlands via a dedicated X.25 link for the recep-
tion of the fishing vessels location. This has resulted in an expansion of our LAN to a 
Wide Area Network (WAN). 
  
In order to be able to attain this connectivity, the building was re-wired with Un-
shielded Twisted Pair (UTP) cables to replace the now almost obsolete thin coax ca-
bles. All of our clients and servers are connected to switches providing us with far 
more bandwith, which is essential for operating in such an environment. The IT Sec-
tion expanded the LAN from the main SFA building to the Research and Japanese 
Lab building which also hosts a training room. 
 
Improvement was also made to the internet access facility. The Section acquired a 
dedicated wireless connection with the Internet Service Provider (ISP) Kokonet. In 
addition to that it installed and now hosts its own email server locally, hence improv-
ing the flow of information both within and external to the organization. An intranet 
facility now exists, with plans for hosting an internet server and enabling remote con-
nection to the LAN to follow suit. In order to achieve all this, a number of new com-
puters, printers, switches, and other networking devices were acquired. The Section  
now has over 50 computers connected on the LAN. 
 
 

9     Information Technology 
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A basic Microsoft Excel training course was conducted in-house, and some eight staff 
attended various courses locally at the Victoria Computer Centre (VCS) in fields of 
core and expert Microsoft Word, expert Microsoft Excel, Microsoft FrontPage, Sup-
porting Microsoft Windows 2000 Professional and Server and Microsoft Windows 
2000 Networking and Operating Systems Essential. 
 
Further in-house trainings are scheduled for next year, as the IT Section is committed 
to training all end-users, so as to improve their efficiency. 
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For the financial year 2001, the Government of Seychelles provided the main source 
of revenue to finance the recurrent and minor capital expenditure of the Authority. 
The Audit of the accounts, prepared under historical cost convention is carried out by 
the Authority’s Auditors, KPMG Pool & Patel, Chartered Accountants. 
 
The allocation of SR 8.0 million for the current year remained the same as in the year 
2000. Additional revenue was generated in the year through application fees for au-
thorisation to fish outside the Seychelles EEZ and fees for inspection and issuing 
catch documents for Seychelles flag fishing vessels. 
 
SFA’s expenditure from 1991 to 2001 is shown in figure 10.1. As in the previous 
years personnel emoluments are the biggest cost item followed by administrative 
costs. 

10    Iinance 
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Figure 10.1  SFA’s expenditure from 1991 - 2001 

SFA is responsible under its recurrent budget for Seychelles contribution to IOTC, 
which was SR 178,603 for the current year, an increase of SR 24,092 over the 2000 
contribution. During the current year, SR 402,000 was also spent on IOTC related ex-
penses. 
 

Annual Report 2001 



49 

The fuel incentive scheme payments, financed outside SFA’s budget, rose to SR 
3,681,987 for the year 2001, thus representing an 18% increase over the previous year. 
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11.1          Staffing 
 
A new section for Monitoring, Control and Surveillance has been created and is 
headed by Mr Gerard Domingue. The main objective of the section is to track the po-
sition of foreign vessels operating with a fishing licence in the Seychelles’ EEZ as well 
as to track the Seychelles’ national fleet for reasons of both safety and resource man-
agement. However, it is likely that it will expand in the future. 

 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 
 Administration/Secretariat 15 15 13 13 13 13 13 14 15 16 

 Accounts 5 6 5 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 

 Fishing Port Services 27 24 23 23 25 23 26 26 25 23 

 Fisheries Management 72 53 49 47 44 48 44 52 47 48 

 Information Technology 5 6 6 7 7 7 7 7 6 6 

Total 124 104 96 94 93 95 99 103 97 97 

IRD (ex ORSTOM) 5 4 3 4 2 2 1 0 1 3 

11.2          Staff  Movements 
 
Most of the staff recruited have been replacements for those who have resigned, with 
the exception of the recruitments of Mr Paul Khan to the newly created post of Main-
tenance Supervisor, and a Trainee Technician in the Resource Section who then left 
for further studies. Mr Edwin Grandcourt, Assistant Research Manager who had 
worked at SFA since 1991, resigned for an overseas posting and has been replaced by 
Mr. Jan Robinson. Mr Rondolph Payet returned following the completion of his MSc. 
in UK. 

 2000 2001 
  Appointments 6 8 

  Transfers 2 0 

  Promotions 11 3 

  Resignations 2 6 

  Terminations 4 1 

  Retirements 0 0 

Table 11.1  Number of Staff from 1992 - 2001 

11     Staffing and Administration  

Table 11.2  Staff Movements (2000 - 2001) 
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11.3          Training 
 
As an on-going process, training continues to be one of our main objectives. The 
Authority tries as much as possible to keep its staff abreast with new technology in 
order that they may perform their duties efficiently. Training is also an encouragement 
and morale-booster for the staff. The number of staff who benefited from training is 
shown in table 11.3 and 11.4 

Name Title/Country Duration 
 Assistant Manager – E. Grandcourt,   
 Fisheries Technicians:  R. Azemia 
                                       D. Julie 
                                       T. Morel 
                                      A. Dina 

 Technical Training Course on Fish 
Ageing (South Africa) 05/02/01 – 14/02/01 

 Monitoring, Control & Surveillance Manager 
 G. Domingue 
 Senior Inspection Officer 
 F. Labrosse 

 Training in the implementation of 
Catch Documentation Scheme of 
the Commission for the Conserva-
tion of Antarctic  Marine Living Re-

sources (Mauritius) 

05/03/01 – 07/03/01 

 Manager – Industrial Fishing Research 
 R.M. Bargain 

 IOTC Working Group on Stock As-
sessment Methodology 

 (France) 
22/04/01 – 29/04/01 

 Manager – Industrial Fishing Research 
 R.M. Bargain 

 Working Group Meeting with IFRE-
MER under the Longline Semi-

Industrial Programme 
 (La Reunion) 

19/05/01 – 29/05/01 

 Operations Manager 
 P. Woodcock 

Working visit to the School of Mari-
time Studies 
 (La Reunion) 

19/05/01 – 29/05/01 

 Director – Resource Management 
 J. Nageon de Lestang 

 Workshop on Ecotoxycology  
 (Rodrigues – Mauritius) 05/06/01 – 12/06/01 

 Monitoring, Control & Surveillance Manager 
 G. Domingue 

 Workshop of the SADC Fisheries 
Monitoring, Control & Surveillance 

Programme  
 (Namibia) 

09/06/01 – 13/06/01 

 Principal Economist   
 M. Marguerite 

Workshop on Application of the 
Principal of Responsibility in  

Fisheries (Senegal) 
12/06/01 – 13/06/01 

 Manager – Artisanal Fishing Research 
 D. Boulle 

Regional Consultative Workshop on 
the ACP – Fish II Project 

 (Mombasa – Kenya) 
27/06/01 – 29/06/01 

Table 11.3  Overseas training and workshops 
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 Director – Resource Management  
 J. Nageon de Lestang 
 Principal Economist – M. Marguerite  

 SADEC Seminar on Harmonization   
 of Fisheries Policy 

 (Zanzibar) 

23/07/01 – 30/07/01 

 Managing Director 
 P.Michaud 
 Monitoring, Control & Surveillance Manager 
 G. Domingue 

 Workshop on Regional Monitoring   
 Control and Surveillance Project  

initiated by the Indian Ocean Comis-
sion (Mauritius) 

04/09/01 – 06/09/01 

 Biologist 
 V. Lucas 

Training in the Taxonomic identifica-
tion of the stomach content of some 

pelagic species (La Reunion) 

08/09/01 – 22/09/01 

 Manager – Industrial Fishing Research 
 R.M Bargain 

 Working Group Meeting with IFRE-
MER 

 (La Reunion) 

13/10/01 – 23/10/01 

 Resource Manager  
 R. Payet 

 Workshop on the “Ocean Data and   
 Information Network for Africa  

(ODINAFRICA) 
 (Kenya) 

14/11/01 – 17/11/01 

 Manager – Industrial Fishing Research  
 R.M Bargain 

 IOTC Working Party on billfish 
(La Reunion) 

03/11/01 – 10/11/01 

 Senior Documentation Officer  
 J. Confait  

 Marine Information Management  
Workshop 

 (South Africa) 

27/10/01 – 10/11/01 

 Senior Documentation Officer  
 J. Confait  

 International Training Programme 
on Information 

 (Belgium) 

01/11/01 – 07/12/01 

 Aquaculture Manager 
 R. Aumeeruddy 

 International Workshop on the Bio-
diversity of the Rodrigues lagoon 

 (Rodrigues) 

14/09/01 – 09/10/01 

 Assistant Documentation Officer 
 D. Mathiot 

 International Training Programme 
on Information 

 (Belgium) 

01/10/01 – 31/10/01 

 Personnel & Admin. Manager  
 J. Payet  
 Senior Accountant 
 P. Carosin 

 Familiarization visit, Ministry of Ag-
riculture & Albion Research Centre 

 (Mauritius) 

12/11/01 – 20/11/01 

Name Title Duration 

 Clerk/Typist   
 B. Gill 

Core Microsoft Word 2000 3rd – 5th July 2001 

 Support/Training Officer  
 R. Jasmin  
 Senior Accountant 
 P. Carosin 

Expert Microsoft Excel 2000 24th, 29th, & 31st Octo-
ber 2001 

 Assistant Documentation Officer  
 D. Mathiot  
 Database Administration - C. Pierre-Louis 

Expert Microsoft Word 2000 15th, 17th & 22nd Octo-
ber 2001 

 Project Manager  
 R. Clarisse 

Microsoft Windows 2000 Network & 
Operating Systems Essential Sup-
porting Microsoft Windows 2000 

Professional and Server 

 

 Personnel & Admin. Manager - J. Payet &  
 Senior Accountant - P. Carosin 

Quality Management Seminar  16th – 18th May 2001 

 Personnel & Admin. Manager 
 J. Payet  
 Senior Accountant  
 P. Carosin 

ISO 9001:2000 Quality Manage-
ment System Development Course 

16th – 17th July 2001 

Table 11.4  Local training and workshops 
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11.3.1        Training Delivered to External Organisations by SFA Personnel 
 
SFA staff have been involved with training of students from the Maritime Training 
Centre. Staff have assisted the school by developing training/lecture modules as part 
of the curriculum development process implemented in 2000. The modules are based 
on fisheries science, biology and economics and were presented to students as part of 
the schools’ lecture series for their academic year. Students were also given practical 
demonstrations of fish biology at the SFA laboratory. 
SFA gave several presentations on themes such as safety at sea, tuna fishing, coral reef 
monitoring procedures and database training to various target groups. 
 
11.4          Recognition upon Completion of  Fifteen Years Service 
 
One of our senior staff, Ms Peggy Carosin was awarded with a Certificate and a mo-
mento for having completed 15 years continuous service. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.5          Social Club 
  
A social club has been created with the aim of getting staff to socialize and harmonize 
together in various organised activities such as dominoes, hikes and picnics. 
 

P. Carosin being presented with her certificate by the Managing Director 
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12    International Co-operation  

12.1          Arab Bank for Economic Development in Africa  (BADEA) 
 
In the year 2000, at the request of BADEA, SFA prepared a Terms of Reference for 
the preparation of a report on the project needs for the fisheries sector. In June the 
BADEA Board of Directors approved a grant to the Seychelles government for the 
sum of US$ 150,000 to finance the cost of the study. The letter of understanding was 
signed in June by the Minister for Foreign Affairs on behalf of the Seychelles Govern-
ment. An appraisal mission from the Bank visited Seychelles in July and held discus-
sions with SFA officials. 
 
This technical assistance project is aimed at identifying the projects needed for the 
fisheries sector in order to ensure the long term sustainable development of the fish-
ing industry, taking into consideration Government’s policies and objectives for this 
sector. The project will culminate in identifying activities to be undertaken, the socio-
economic benefits and costs of each activity, its environmental impacts, funding re-
quirements and sources of financing. 
 
SFA as the executing agency for the project prepared the necessary documents and, 
with the assistance of BADEA, a shortlist of seven consulting firms was drawn up. 
Implementation of the project is expected to be completed by the end of the year 
2002. 
 
12.2          British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission  
 
In 1995, a Joint Statement signed between the British and Seychelles Governments 
established the setting up of a British Seychelles Fisheries Commission to promote, 
facilitate and coordinate conservation and scientific research of fish stocks. 
 
In 2001, the Sixth British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission and the Tenth Sub-
Committee Meeting were held in London from 4th – 5th June and Seychelles was rep-
resented by the Managing Director and an SFA Biologist. 
 
The Commission reviewed and endorsed the reports of the ninth and tenth scientific 
sub-committee meetings in which a number of recommendations were made, and 
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considered matters arising from these meetings. Of particular importance in the meet-
ing was the agreement to recommend to both governments that cooperation should 
be enhanced to combat illegal fishing. In particular, it recommended that cooperation 
should be continued to combat illegal shark fishing. 
 
12.3          Centre for Economics and Management of  Aquatic Resources  
                (CEMARE) 
 
During the year, Seychelles was involved on a contract basis in a project titled “ The 
Application of the Principle of Responsibility to Fisheries Policy: The Impact on both 
National and EU policies on the livelihoods of poor people in Less Developed Coun-
tries” This project was funded by the Department for International Development, 
UK, and was conducted by (CEMARE) of the University of Portsmouth.  
 
For its contribution to the project SFA had to prepare two reports: 
 

1.      “The Impacts of the Seychelles Fishing Agreement on the Supply of Fish 
and Fish Products in Seychelles”. This paper was presented at the first 
workshop organised under the project by the Principal Economist who 
represented SFA at the Workshop. 

 
2.      Coherence of National and Fisheries Development Policies and EU Fish-

ing Agreement Policies.  
 
In all, five countries were involved in this project, namely Ghana, Mauritania, Mo-
rocco, Senegal and Seychelles. Seychelles was chosen to participate on the basis that it 
is one of the African countries to have signed a tuna fishing agreement with the EU 
whilst Ghana on the other hand has no fishing agreement with the EU. 
 
12.4          The Commission for the Conservation of  Antarctic Marine  
                Living Resources (CCAMLR) 
 
In 2001, four Seychelles flagged vessels were involved in the toothfish (Dissostichus 
spp.) fishery in the Southern Ocean. Each of these vessels conducted on average three 
trips of approximately ninety days during that year. A combined total of 3,684 MT of 
Dissostichus eliginoides (Patagonian toothfish) were landed by these vessels at Port-Louis, 
Mauritius. As in the past, fisheries inspectors from the SFA were present on site to 
inspect the vessels when transhipping their catch at Port-Louis. Validation of Dissosti-
chus Catch Documents (DCD) were also completed after the inspectors were satisfied 
that these vessels had not fished in CCAMLR’s convention area or in waters under 
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the jurisdiction of sovereign States. Seychelles has continued to provide trade infor-
mation to CCAMLR in order to facilitate the trade of toothfish caught by these Sey-
chelles flagged vessels. The catch from these vessels, were in 2001, sold mostly to 
buyers in Japan and in the United States of America. 
 
During the year, several investors showed keen interest to enter this highly regulated 
but lucrative fishery and to register their vessels in Seychelles. However, the SFA has 
recommended that no newly registered vessels should be authorised to target tooth-
fish, despite the national vessel monitoring system becoming operational late in 2001. 
The decision not to authorise other Seychelles registered vessels to enter this fishery, 
apart from the four that are already active, is a result of the controversy surrounding 
the exploitation of this fragile resource. 
 
12.5          Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO) : South West Indian  
                  Ocean Fisheries Commission (SWIOFC) 
 
Following the two ad-hoc meetings held in the year 2000, another two Inter-
Governmental Consultation meetings were held during 2001. The first was held in St. 
Denis, Reunion, from the 6th to 9th February, whilst the second was held in Antanana-
rivo, Madagascar, from the 25th to 28th September. 
 
The aim of these consultations was to discuss and revise the Agreement for the Es-
tablishment of the South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Commission, which was elabo-
rated in the ad-hoc meetings. Seychelles was represented at both meetings by officials 
from SFA and the Attorney General’s Office. 
 
12.6          Indian Ocean Rim 
 
In the 3rd meeting of the Council of Ministers in April in Muscat, Oman, a report on 
future co-operation in the fisheries sector was submitted by the Sultanate of Oman. 
The Working Group on Trade and Investment recommended that a Group of Ex-
perts on Fisheries be created with the main objectives of exploring possibilities of 
identifying specific areas for co-operation between member states. 
 
The first meeting of the Group of Experts met on the 15th and 16th September in 
Muscat, Sultanate of Oman, and Seychelles was represented by SFA’s Principal 
Economist. The meeting considered working papers submitted by the Sultanate of 
Oman and India and discussed in detail possibilities of future co-operation between 
the member states in the field of fisheries management, research, aquaculture, trade 
and investment. The meeting also adopted a set of recommendations, which was  

Annual Report 2001 



57 

presented to the meeting of the Working Group on Trade and Investment. 
 
12.7          Indian Ocean Tuna Commission (IOTC) 
 
Seychelles, as a founding member of the Commission and as an important tuna na-
tion, has always played an active role in the IOTC. SFA participated in the various 
meetings of the IOTC, the most important being the Commission Meeting which was 
held from 10th  – 14th  December in Seychelles. This Sixth Session was chaired by Mr. 
Komatsu of Japan and was opened by Minister William E. Herminie, Minister of Ag-
riculture and Marine Resources. The Seychelles delegation at the Commission was 
headed by SFA’s Managing Director. 
 
The Commission agreed to establish a Control and Inspection Committee and 
adopted seven resolutions. These concerned observer programmes, control of fishing 
activities, a scheme to promote compliance by non-contracting party vessels, limita-
tion of fishing effort by non-members of IOTC, a modification of mandatory statisti-
cal requirements for IOTC and a recommendation concerning a Bigeye Tuna Statisti-
cal Document Programme. The Commission adopted by consensus a resolution con-
cerning support to the International Plan of Action to Prevent, Data and Eliminate 
Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (IPOA). 
 
The Commission decided to defer consideration of three other resolutions concerning 
limitation of fishing capacity of bigeye fishing vessels, an Action Plan to ensure the 
effectiveness of the conservation programme for bigeye tuna and the establishment of 
a Vessel Monitoring System. 
 
Support was received for a tuna tagging programme. Seychelles and Mauritius had al-
ready submitted a project to the EU for the financing of such a programme. 
 
The meeting preceded the Scientific Committee Meeting which was also held in Sey-
chelles. This meeting discussed the report which was submitted to the Commission. 
The Industrial Research Manager of SFA, who is also the Chairperson of the perma-
nent working party on data collection and statistics, led the Seychelles delegation at 
this meeting. 
 

12.8          Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) 
 
In early 2001, the scientific team of IRD, formerly ORSTOM, which consisted of Dr. 
Alain Fonteneau, expert in tuna population dynamics, was reinforced by the arrival of 
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Mr Patrice Dewals, senior technician specialising in the collection and analysis of bio-
logical data. He was followed by the arrival of Mr Olivier Maury, expert in tuna mod-
elling. These new appointments reinforced the scientific output of the IRD and SFA 

in Seychelles. 
 
The research carried out by 
IRD is in line with its research 
unit THETIS, whose objective 
is to conduct oceanic research 
on the pelagic ecosystem with 
the aim of attaining sustainable 
exploitation of the tuna re-
source. 
 
 

12.8.1                  Collaboration between SFA/IRD and Observers 
 
The joint research trips carried out by the scientific team from IRD and SFA have 
collected important research data, particularly in Seychelles waters. These include 
feeding and growth rate cycle of tuna (as well as sharks and billfish), information on 
the marine environment and on the physiological state of these species. 
 
Three research trips have been successfully completed on the SFA research vessel 
R/V L’Amitié. These research campaigns will continue for the next few years, based 
on the research plan submitted by scientists from IRD in La Réunion and from the 
Ecole Nationale Supérieure Agronomique de Rennes. These scientists have also ac-
tively participated on those trips. 
 
In addition, scientific observers on board purse seiners based in Seychelles have also 
collected data. Preliminary results of these campaigns have been presented in techni-
cal reports. Finally during 2001, IRD gave priority to sampling tuna landed in Port 
Victoria (size frequency and species composition). This work was jointly carried out 
by SFA and IRD technicians. 
 
12.8.2                 Tuna Tagging Programme 
 
The large scale tuna tagging programme developed in July 2001 and recommended by 
IOTC is another priority for the IRD. A joint request for financial assistance to the 
European Union, made by Seychelles and Mauritius emphasized the priority given to 
this programme. 

Dr A. Fonteneau, lead scientist for the IRD team based in Seychelles 
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This large scale tagging programme for tuna (yellowfin, skipjack and bigeye) and 
swordfish was officially approved by IOTC in December 2001. There is a general 
consensus between experts that this tagging programme is essential in order to assess 
the tuna resources of the Indian Ocean, since the fishing pressure on certain stocks 
such as bigeye and yellowfin is increasing and is a serious cause for concern to scien-
tists. It is of considerable importance for Seychelles as well as for SFA and the IRD 
that this project is successfully implemented. 
 
12.9          Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of   
                UNESCO : Ocean Data and Information Network in Africa  
                (ODINAFRICA) 
 
SFA continued to be active in this project, which was initiated in 1997 in Eastern Af-
rica with its main objective to enhance capacity building of African countries in Data 
and Information Management. SFA was designated as the Oceanographic Data Cen-
tre for Seychelles and currently holds an archive for the oceanographic data of Sey-
chelles. 
 
During the year the Centre continued with its inventory of the Seychelles oceano-
graphic and satellite data acquisition. In addition to the existing 7000 Oceanographic 
Stations sampled during the research cruises, the centre acquired SST satellite images 
from 1990-1999 for the Seychelles Region (0° - 12°S, 40° - 70°E). The Centre is also 
equipped with the necessary scientific data access and visualisation applications to as-
sist in analysing these images, which are usually stored in HDF (Hierarchical Data 
Format). 
 
The ODINAFRICA National Coordinator attended the Annual Planning and Review 
meeting for the ODINAFRICA Project, which took place in Nairobi (13-17 Novem-
ber 2001).  
 
12.10         James Cook University 
 
The SFA’s joint venture programme with Australia’s foremost marine science re-
search institution continued in 2001 with two visits by the head of the School of 
Tropical Marine Science, Prof. Howard Choat and some of his staff. Reef fish abun-
dance, fish population dynamics and genetic structure were the focus of studies con-
ducted aboard the SFA research vessel. 
 
The fish visual census and benthic community data from the research trip to the 
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Amirantes are currently being worked on, as are the genetic analyses for selected spe-
cies. Sampling for otoliths from Epinephelus chlorostigma (vyey makonde) and Lutjanus 
bohar (varvara) will continue until the end of 2002. The otoliths will eventually be 
processed at James Cook University to validate the periodicity of increment formation 
and to assess demography. SFA has also developed a long term programme to pro-
vide the University staff with otoliths from Cephalopholis argus, (vyey kwizinyen) Epi-
nephelus polyphekadion (vyey ros) and E. fasciatus (madamn dilo) in order to assess demo-
graphic characteristics in relation to visual count data from research carried out here. 
 
12.11         Rhodes University 
 
As part of the Memorandum of Understanding set up between Rhodes University 
and SFA, Rhodes University’s Department of Ichthyology and Fisheries Science de-
veloped and hosted two training programmes on the state-of-the-art processes in fish-
eries stock assessment. The course was attended by five SFA staff members and pro-
vided the technical know-how and latest lab equipment to help make SFA one of the 
leading fisheries labs in the region. 
 
12.12         Shoals of  Capricorn 
 
After four years of conducting marine related research in Seychelles the Shoals pro-
gramme drew to a close in September 2001. The Shoals programme, which was based 
on Ste. Anne, had had a close working affiliation with SFA since its inception. SFA 
has provided technical and logistical support to the programme as well as participa-
tion in several of the research activities.   
 
SFA staff also developed training modules for local training courses run through the 
Shoals programme. Some of the projects SFA staff have participated in include, the 
Royal Navy bathymetric studies of the Mascarene Plateau on the HMS Beagle, sides-
can sonar imaging of bleached coral reefs on R/V L’Amitié, a biodiversity inventory 
of bivalve seashells, monitoring the recovery of Seychelles reefs following the 1997-98 
bleaching event and examining the role of zooplankton as hosts for tuna parasites. 
 
A detailed description of these projects and the results obtained can be found in the 
Shoals field report entitled: Shoals of Capricorn Programme Field Report 1998 – 2001: Ma-
rine Science, training and education in the Western Indian Ocean. Burnett, Kavanagh and Spencer 
(eds). Royal Geographical Society London.  
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12.13         Southern African Development Community (SADC) 
 
As a member of this regional organisation, Seychelles actively participated in various 
activities related to fisheries, which were organised by the organisation. 
 
12.13.1                Fisheries Protocol 
 
After extensive internal consultation and intense reviewing, the SADC Fisheries Pro-
tocol was finally adopted at the 9th Marine Fisheries, and Resources Ministers meeting 
held in Maputo, Mozambique in May. The Protocol was subsequently signed by each 
member states at the SADC Summit, which was held in August in Malawi. The Proto-
col will be enforced upon the ratification of two thirds of the member states.  
 
12.13.2                Marine Fisheries and Resources Ministers’ Meeting 
 
The Minister for Agriculture and Marine Resources was this year invited to attend the 
Marine Fisheries and Resources Ministers’ Meeting, which was held in Maputo, Mo-
zambique on the 18th May. The Ministers’ meeting was preceded by the Senior Offi-
cial meeting, from the 15th to the 17th. Both meetings were attended by the Managing 
Director of SFA, as the Minister was unable to attend. 
 
Discussions at the meeting focussed on the following issues: 

− SADC restructuring 
− The fisheries protocol 
− Training 
− Issues discussed at the committee on fisheries (COFI), including CITES 
− Illegal, unregulated and unreported fishing 
− Economic incentives for responsible fishing 

 
12.13.3                Policy Harmonisation of Marine Fisheries 
 
The national report was submitted to the FAO sub-regional office for Africa in De-
cember 2000 and a workshop was held in Uroa, Zanzibar from the 24th – 27th July. 
Seychelles was represented by a five-member delegation comprising two SFA offi-
cials, a representative from the private sector, the Christian Seaman’s Association and 
a lawyer.  
 
The purpose of the workshop was to ensure full participation of all stakeholders in-
volved in fisheries in order to elaborate a sound strategy for the harmonisation of  
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fisheries policies within the SADC region. The workshop discussed the draft synthesis 
report on Trade, Legal Framework and Fisheries Management and also produced an 
action plan, which will assist in the harmonisation process. 
 
12.13.4                Technical Committee Meeting 
 
The 26th Technical Committee Meeting for the Marine and Inland Fisheries was held 
from the 4th – 7th April in Mauritius and was attended by SFA’s Principal Economist. 
Important issues discussed in the meeting were: 

− Draft SADC Protocol on Fisheries 
− Planning of workshop for Women in Fisheries in the SADC Region 
− Hosting of the joint Exhibition on Fisheries at the SADC Summit 
− Hosting of Donors Forum to sensitise donors on the draft activities pro-

posal 
− Plan of the Inland Fisheries Sector Programme of Action. 

 
A formal request was made at the meeting for Seychelles to join the Regional Fisher-
ies Information System. 
 
12.13.5                SADC Fisheries MCS Programme 
 
The Inception Workshop of the SADC Fisheries MCS Programme was held in Wind-
hoek, Namibia from the 9th – 13th July and was attended by the SFA’s MCS Manager. 
The workshop objectives was to discuss the programme strategy over the next five 
years, revise the programme Logical Framework, develop the programme and na-
tional working plans for the first operation year and to address any upcoming issues. 
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13    Foreign Fisheries Agreements 

13.1          European Community (EC) 
 
An EC delegation headed by Mr. Alexandrou, deputy Head of Unit in DG Fish of the 
European Commission and a Seychelles delegation headed by Mr. G. Savy, Chairman 
of SFA concluded a new 
protocol to the EC/
Seychelles Fisheries 
Agreement during nego-
ciations held in Sey-
chelles from 26 to 28 
September 2001. The 
new Protocol, of a three 
year duration, will be ap-
plicable as from 18th 
January 2002. 
 
 
 
The new Protocol allows for the possibility of 40 ocean-going tuna seiners and 27 sur-
face longliners to fish in Seychelles waters. This compares to 47 tuna seiners and 32 
longliners in the previous agreement. 
 
The total financial contribution is fairly similar to the previous agreement except for 
the fact that more funds have been allocated to specific programmes or projects. 
 
A new feature of this agreement is that EU vessels will be equipped with a VMS and 
will be monitored when they are in Seychelles EEZ. The VMS Protocol was negoci-
ated and signed in January 2002. 
 
13.2          Fisheries Agreement with Japan Tuna and ZENGYOREN 
 
This one-year agreement with the Federation of Japan Tuna Fisheries Cooperative 
Associations (Japan Tuna) and the National Federation of Fisheries Co-operative As-
sociations of Japan (ZENGYOREN) was renewed in April 2001.  

Signing of the fisheries protocol by the SFA Chairman, Managing Director and  
EC representative 
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13.3          Memorandum of  Understanding with Sri Lanka 
 
In April 2001, Seychelles and Sri Lanka signed an MoU whereby each party shall, 
amongst other obligations “seriously consider as soon as practicable such measures as 
may be necessary to ensure that nationals and fishing vessels flying its flag or of its 
registry or based in its territory do not engage in illegal fishing in the waters falling 
within the jurisdiction of the other party or in activities which contravene the fisheries 
laws of the other party …”  
 
The Minister for Agriculture and Marine Resources, Mr Dolor Ernesta who was ac-
companied by the Director for Resource management, Mr J. Nageon de Lestang, 
signed the MoU in Sri Lanka. 
 
This signature follows a series of incidents whereby Sri Lankan vessels had been ar-
rested for illegal fishing in Seychelles waters. This agreement provides for publicity to 
be given by both parties to fishermen not to engage in illegal fishing. Seychelles ves-
sels have never been engaged in fishing in or close to Sri Lankan waters. 
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