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INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION 
(of UNESCO) 

 
Seventeenth Session of the IOC Committee on International Oceanographic Data and Information 

Exchange (Paris, France, 3-7 March 2003) 
 
 

ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
 
1. OPENING 

The official opening of the Plenary Session will be held at 10:00 on Monday 3 March 2003. The Session 
will be inaugurated by Dr Efstathios Balopoulos, Chair of the IOC Committee on IODE and will be followed by 
the welcoming address by the Executive Secretary IOC. 
 
 
2. ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 
 
2.1 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 

The Provisional Agenda (Document IOC/IODE-XVII/1 prov.) was distributed together with the IOC 
Circular Letter 2044 on 12 September 2002. The Committee will be requested to consider the Provisional Agenda 
for adoption, taking into account comments, if any, by Member States. The Agenda may be amended at any stage 
during the Session in accordance with the procedures presented in Rule No. 9 of the Revised Rules of Procedure 
(Doc. IOC.EC-XXVII/Inf.1). 
 
2.2 DESIGNATION OF RAPPORTEUR 

The Session will designate a Rapporteur for the Session under IOC Rule of Procedure No. 25(3) (Doc 
IOC/INF-785). 
 
2.3 SESSION TIME TABLE AND DOCUMENTATION 

The IODE Technical Secretary (Mr Peter Pissierssens) will review the arrangements for the Session, 
introduce the provisional Timetable (Document IOC/IODE-XVII/1 add. prov.) and present the List of 
Documents (Document IOC/IODE-XVI/4 prov.). It is recalled that all working documents have been made 
available through the IODE web site (http://www.iode.org) and more particularly its IODE-XVII section 
(http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/categories.php?category_no=56 ) as soon as they were received or prepared by the 
Secretariat. 

The working hours for the Session and any other details relevant to the conduct of the Session will be 
determined. Though the Committee will work in plenary it may decide on the establishment of ad hoc sessional 
working groups to deal with particular items. 

The working languages of the Session will be English, French, Spanish and Russian. Ad hoc sessional 
working groups will work in English only. 
 
2.4 LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS 

The IODE Technical Secretary will inform the Session on local arrangements. Information and guidelines 
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for participants are provided in Document IOC/IODE-XVI/Inf. 1. 
 
 
3. STATUS OF IODE 

Under this Agenda Item reports will be presented to give an overall picture of the IODE system, its 
activities and implementation of the programme at national, regional and global levels. Member States will have 
submitted their National Reports prior to the Session. In view of the fact that the Session’s duration was reduced 
to 5 days (the duration of meetings of all other IOC Governing and Major Subsidiary Bodies has been reduced), it 
will not be possible for participants to introduce reports on “Activities of RNODCs” (Agenda Item 3.3), “Reports 
of NODCs and DNAs” (Agenda Item 3.4). Instead the Chair will provide Member States with the opportunity to 
ask specific questions on any of the aforementioned reports. 

 
3.1 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

The Chair will present his report  (Document IOC/IODE-XVII/6) on intersessional activities since the 
Sixteenth Session of the Committee. The Chairman will also provide a brief report on the IODE Officers Meeting 
that preceded the Session (3 March 2003). 

The Chair will provide an overview of the major activities and implementation of decisions adopted by 
IODE-XVI and the IOC Governing Bodies pursuant to the IODE programme. He will also provide information 
concerning the growing co-operation between IODE and other research, monitoring and marine data management 
programmes with special emphasis on GOOS and JCOMM. 

The Report of the Chair will be followed by discussions and comments on the IODE programme in 
general.  The Committee will be requested to consider the Chair’s report, together with discussions on other 
Agenda items, in order to discuss and decide upon future directions of the IODE programme under Agenda Item 7 
– Future of IODE. 
 
3.2 ACTIVITIES OF WORLD DATA CENTRES  

The Directors of the World Data Centres for Oceanography (Silver Spring, Obninsk and Tianjin) and 
for Marine Geology and Geophysics (A, B) will inform the Committee of the activities of their respective centres. 
Special attention will be given to the implementation of the IODE-XVI decisions relevant to WDCs and on the 
future of the WDC system taking into consideration the impact of technology (especially Internet-based) on the 
operation of WDCs. 

The Chairman of the ICSU Panel on WDCs will be invited to share his views on WDCs-IODE co-
operation and on the role of the WDCs in meeting new needs and requirements for ocean data. 
 
3.3 ACTIVITIES OF RNODCs 

The RNODCs were established to take on the responsibility of assisting the World Data Centres in 
support of their mission. Reports will contain information on the ways of implementing this responsibility, on the 
progress achieved in implementing their Terms of Reference, on the problems associated with RNODCs activities 
and will contain recommendations on future activities. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to take note of the information and provide 
guidance and advice for further actions needed to strengthen the role and 
responsibilities of WDCs (Oceanography and MGG) and RNODCs taking into 
consideration the planned expanded coverage of IODE (and its data centres) and 
advances in information technology. 
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3.4 REPORTS OF NODCs AND DNAs 

The Letter of Invitation for IODE-XVI (Circular Letter 2033) contained a request to submit reports on 
national activities in marine data and information management to the IOC Secretariat in accordance with the 
guidelines (Doc. IOC/IODE-XVII/Inf.2). It will not be possible to allow delegations to make individual 
presentations during the Session. Nevertheless it will be possible to ask questions or make comments.  
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be invited to comment on the reports and proposals 
and provide advice on: 
(i) ways to increase governmental support for management of marine data and 

information at the national level;  
(ii) how IODE can help IOC Member States in developing or improving 

national data and information management infrastructure and activities;  
(iii) how to make the activities of national oceanographic data centres known 

more widely.  
Member States will be requested to share experiences in identification of user 
audiences, audience feedback and service evaluation. 
 

 
3.5 NEW DATA CENTRES 

The IODE Technical Secretary will introduce Document IOC/IODE-XVII/11 (Establishment of new 
data centres during the inter-sessional period). During the inter-sessional period 7 notifications on the 
establishment of new IODE data centres were received by the Secretariat: Georgia, Cameroon, Togo, Tunisia, 
Italy, Senegal, and Benin. We note that of these 7, 5 were established within the framework of the ODINAFRICA 
project. Information on these new data centres is provided as part of the National Reports (see 3.4).  
 
3.6 REGIONAL CO-ORDINATORS REPORTS 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary . The Regional Co-ordinators will give 
short presentations on IODE activities in their region. Reference will be made to Documents IOC/IODE-
XVII/12.1 to 12.9. It will be recalled that IODE-XVI established the nomination of IODE regional coordinators 
for each of the IOC Regional Programmes, and that IODE-XVI adopted Recommendation IODE-XVI/2 
(Strengthening of the Regional Co-ordinators Mechanism). This Recommendation strongly supported the 
continuation and strengthening of the IODE Regional Coordinators mechanism, amended the Terms of Reference 
(see also http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/contents.php?id=13 ), invited the IOC Executive Secretary to provide the 
necessary support to the Regional Co-ordinators, and recommended that Regional Co-ordinators be members of 
the IOC Regional Bodies and participate in their regular meetings and that the Regional Co-ordinators be invited 
to the regular IODE Officers meetings. 

The Committee will be informed that, although a sum of US$ 27,000 was budgeted, no extra-budgetary 
support was received to cover this item in 2001. In 2001 one request was received (Regional Coordinator Black 
Sea) for US$ 2000 was approved. In 2002 one request was received (Regional Coordinator IOCINDIO) for 
US$1500 and was approved. No direct requests were made for support of IODE Regional Coordinators to attend 
meetings of IOC Regional Subsidiary Bodies that took place during the inter-sessional period: IOCARIBE-VII 
(February 2002); IOCINCWIO-V (September 2002); WESTPAC-V (September 2002). (No Sessions were held 
of IOCEA, IOCINDIO during the period 2001-2003). 

The Committee will be informed that the IOC Assembly, during its Twenty-first Session (2-13 July 2001) 
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dissolved the Regional Committee for the Southern Ocean (IOCSOC). 

It will be noted that no regional co-ordinator has been identified for the IOCARIBE region after the 
departure of Mr. Alan Duncan (who was acting IOCARIBE Secretary).  

 
 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to:  

(i) assess the progress made by the regional coordinators; 
(ii) to assess the need to maintain regional coordinators;  

If the Committee decided to maintain regional coordinators then: 
(i) if necessary, re-define their terms of reference; 
(ii) nominate, as necessary, IODE national coordinators; 
(iii) decide on whether the position of IODE Regional Coordinator for 

Southern Ocean should be maintained; 
(iv) identify ways and means to strengthen their position. 

 
 
3.7 IODE DATA FLOW 

This item will be introduced by Mr Greg Reed (IOC Consultant). With regard to NOPs (National 
Oceanographic Programmes) the Committee will recall that it decided, at its 16th Session, to cease the mailing of 
NOPs by the Secretariat, requested NODCs to mail NOPs directly, and recommended that NOP information be 
made available on-line through OCEANIC. At its Ninth Session, the IODE Group of Experts on the Technical 
Aspects of Data Exchange (GETADE) agreed to request that OCEANIC create a link from the Oceanic research 
schedule page http://ships.cms.udel.edu/ship_gen.asp to the ICES page www.ices.dk/ocean/roscop and vice versa. 

With regard to IODE’s metadata management activities, the Committee will recall that, based upon the 
“Pilot Project on the Revision of MEDI” (implemented during the IODE-XV inter-sessional period by the 
Australian Oceanographic Data Centre), it established the MEDI Programme (Recommendation IOC/IODE-
XVI.1) as well as the MEDI Steering Group. Progress will be reported under Agenda Item 4.2.6. 

With regard to the role of IODE in Ocean Science and Monitoring Programmes, the Committee will recall 
that is adopted Recommendation IODE-XVI.3 (Establishment, maintenance, and strengthening of co-operation 
between IODE and Research and Monitoring Programmes), and recommended that a Steering Group should be 
established. The Committee will be informed that the Steering Group had not been established during the inter-
sessional period. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to decide whether the Steering Group 
should be established and if this is the case, to redefine the tasks of the Steering 
Group, as appropriate. 
 

 
3.8 IOC OCEANOGRAPHIC DATA EXCHANGE POLICY 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. Reference will be made to Document  
IOC/IODE-XVII/14 (IOC Oceanographic Data Exchange Policy: Status Report) as well as to Document 
IOC/INF-1175 (Second Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on IOC Oceanographic Data 
Exchange Policy, UNESCO Headquarters, Paris, France, 17-18 June 2002) and to the Draft Statement 
included therein. 
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The Committee recalled that it had adopted Recommendation IODE-XVI.5 (IOC Oceanographic Data 

Exchange Policy) in which it stressed its strong concern that a change to the existing data exchange policy would 
severely limit exchange and access to data and place additional management and legal burdens and responsibilities 
on the IODE system and its data centres. It therefore reiterated is strong support for the existing data exchange 
policy (that was recommended by IODE as Recommendation IODE-XIV.6 in December 1992 and adopted by the 
IOC Assembly at its 17th Session in 1993).  

The First Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on IOC Oceanographic Data Exchange Policy 
was held in Brussels, Belgium between 29 and 31 May 2001 and attended by 21 Member States, as well as 
observers from ESA, EU, ICSU, IODE, SCOR and WMO. During its three days of deliberations the Group 
reviewed the results of the ad hoc Group of Experts (2000), discussions during the 33rd Session of the IOC 
Executive Council, the 16th Session of the IOC Committee on IODE, and been informed on the status of 
implementation of WMO Resolutions 40 and 25 as well as on the view of ICSU on data exchange policy. 
Participating Member States had also been given the opportunity to inform the Meeting on national policies. The 
Meeting then split into three sessional Working Groups: one dealing with the issue of a two tier approach (as used 
by WMO Resolution 40, distinguishing between ‘essential’ and ‘additional’ data), and two dealing with the 
elements to be included in the revised policy statement. Reports of the groups were collated by the Chairman who 
prepared a composite statement for discussion. After substantial discussion, the First Session of the 
Intergovernmental Working Group on IOC Oceanographic Data Exchange Policy prepared a draft statement for 
submission to the 21st Session of the IOC Assembly (Report available as INF-1163). The Assembly had 
congratulated the Working Group with the progress made during its first Session, but noted that a second Session 
would be required to achieve its goals. The Assembly also stressed the importance of ensuring that a new IOC 
policy should not result in a reduction of data flow.  

The Second Session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on IOC Oceanographic Data Exchange 
Policy was held at UNESCO Headquarters, Paris on 17 and 18 June 2002 (ie immediately following the 35th 
Session of the IOC Executive Council). It was attended by 16 Member States as well as by observers from IODE 
(Dr E. Balopoulos, IODE Chair), European Commission and ICSU/SCOR. The Session adopted a  “Draft IOC 
Oceanographic Data Exchange Policy”. This policy will be submitted to the IOC Assembly at its 22nd Session in 
June 2003 as a Draft Resolution.  
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to comment on the draft statement. 
 

 
 
4. PROGRAMME PROGRESS REPORTS 
 
4.1 GROUPS OF EXPERTS 
 
4.1.1 Group of Experts on Biological and Chemical Data Management and Exchange Practises (GEBCDMEP) 

This item will be introduced by Dr Edward Vanden Berghe (Chair, GEBCDMEP). He will refer to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/15.1 (Group of Experts on Biological and Chemical Data Management and 
Exchange Practices). He will recall that this Group of Experts had been established as requested by 
Recommendation IODE-XVI.4 (Establishment of a Group of Experts on Biological and Chemical Data 
Management and Exchange Practices). Circular Letter 1694 (25 May 2001) had invited Member States to submit 
nominations for membership of this Group. The First Session of the Group was held in Silver Spring, MD, USA 
from 25-27 June 2002. The Group had discussed the need for an inventory of existing databases and agreed to 
define and distribute a questionnaire to request information about documenting systems, databases and 
inventories. The Group had decided to commence planning for an International Workshop that would provide a 
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forum for scientists to be informed of the latest developments in biological and chemical data management. The 
Report of the Session is available as (IOC/IODE-BCDMEP-I/3 - IODE Group of Experts on Biological and 
Chemical Data Management and Exchange Practices, First Session, National Oceanographic Data Center, Silver 
Spring, MD, USA, 25-27 June 2002 ). 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the First Session of the IODE Group of 
Experts on Biological and Chemical Data Management and Exchange 
Practices (GEBCDMEP); 

(ii) Approve funding for the concerned actions: for the period 2003-2005 
 

 
4.1.2 Group of Experts on Marine Information Management (GEMIM) 

This item will be introduced by Dr Murari Tapaswi (Chair, GEMIM). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/15.2 (Group of Experts on Marine Information Management).  

Dr Tapaswi will inform the Committee that, after an inter-sessional period of 3 years (since June 1999) 
the Seventh Session of GEMIM was organized between 23 and 25 October 2002 at UNESCO Headquarters, 
France. It will be noted that the first year of the inter-sessional period of GEMIM-VI had already been reported on 
during IODE-XVI. Since then the GEMIM had completed or collaborated in a substantial number of action items 
in terms of products and services (development of BeeBox, the IODE dynamic content management system;  
OceanPortal; OceanTeacher; OceanExpert); Capacity Building (initiation of training resources for MIM as a 
contribution to ODINAFRICA and ODINCARSA); Collaboration with the data community (MEDI); Network 
development (IAMSLIC, ASFA,…). 

GEMIM-VII adopted two recommendations comprising 32 action items. These covered the further 
enhancement of OceanPortal and OceanExpert; further expert to ODIN networks; coordination of continuous 
professional development in MIM; support to MIM experts from developing countries to attend important 
conferences; cooperate in the marineXML initiative. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the Seventh session of GE-MIM including 
both the recommendations therein, and; 

(ii) Identify ways and means to implement the work plan for 2003-2005 - 
2003: US$ 20,000; 2004: US$20,000; 2005: US$ 20,000 

 
 

4.1.3 Group of Experts on Technical Aspects of Data Exchange (GETADE) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Greg Reed (Chair, GETADE). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/23 (Group of Experts on the Technical Aspects of Data Exchange).  

Mr Reed will recall the objectives of the Group and provide an overview of the the Ninth Session of the 
Group which was held in Helsinki, Finland, from 20–22 April 2002 where the Group reviewed the achievements 
made during the previous intersessional period. Issues discussed at the meeting included the development of a 
Marine XML and collaboration with the ICES/IOC Study Group on the Development of Marine Data Exchange 
Systems using XML (SGXML), the development of an end-to-end data management framework and cooperation 
with other programmes concerned with marine data management, in particular the Joint WMO/IOC Technical 
Commission for Oceanography and Marine Meteorology (JCOMM). The Group adopted a comprehensive work 
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plan for the next intersessional period. The Summary Report of the Session is available on the IODE home page: 
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/contents.php?id=118. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the 9th Session of the IODE Group of 
Experts on the Technical Aspects of Data Exchange (GETADE); 

(ii) Provide funding for the concerned actions: US$ 15,000 for the biennium 
2003-2004. 

Member States will be requested to consider nominating suitably qualified experts to 
join GETADE. 

 
 
4.2 GLOBAL PROJECTS 
 
4.2.1 Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Mika Odido (IOC Consultant). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/24 (Aquatic Sciences and Fisheries Abstracts (ASFA)). 
 
4.2.2 Global Oceanographic Data Archaeology and Rescue (GODAR) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Sydney Levitus (GODAR Project Leader). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/17 (Global Oceanographic Data Archaeology and Rescue (GODAR)) 
 
4.2.3 Global Temperature and Salinity Profile Programme (GTSPP) 

This item will be introduced by Mr. Scott Tomlinson (MEDS). He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/18 (Report on GTSPP).  

Mr Tomlinson will report on activities during the last intersessional period including the meetings of the 
GTSPP Steering Group, support for WOCE, XBT fall rate corrections, support for the Ship Of Opportunity 
Programme (SOOP), the Revised Project Plan and discuss the proposed activities for the next intersessional 
period. It should be noted that at a previous IODE meeting, it was recommended that IODE data centres collect 
probe and fall rate information for new data received and where possible for data already in their archives, but that 
no action be taken to make corrections. The archives at NODC have not been corrected. It is time for IODE to 
address making corrections to the global archives for XBT data so that there will not be a mismatch between what 
clients find on the WOCE Data Resource and what they find in the global archives.  
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Review the actions taken by the US NODC to correct the fall rates of 
XBT data for the WOCE DR; 

(ii) Propose an appropriate strategy for all IODE data centres and other 
global archives to correct their holdings; 

(iii) Encourage all member states to implement these corrections as quickly 
as possible. 

 
 
4.2.4 Development of a marine XML (marineXML) 
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This item will be introduced by Mr Robert Gelfeld (SGXML Co-chair). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/19 (Development of a marine XML: ICES-IOC Study Group on the Development of 
Marine Data Exchange Systems Using XML (SGXML)). 

Mr Gelfeld will recall the SGXML Terms of Reference and will inform the Committee of the first meeting 
of the SGXML, held in Helsinki, Finland, from 15-16 April 2002, which resulted in the initial development of a 
plan to guide an investigation into how XML technology might best be used in an oceanographic context. From an 
IODE perspective, the requirement was to design a framework for an XML structure that data centres can use. He 
will outline the major lines of action form the First Session. The Session Report available on the MarineXML 
home page at MarineXML.net. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the First Session of the ICES-IOC Study 
Group on the Development of Marine Data Exchange Systems Using 
XML (SGXML); 

(ii) Approve funding for the concerned actions: US$ 15,000 for the period 
2003-2005. 

 
 
4.2.5 Global Ocean Surface Underway Data Pilot Project (GOSUD) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Loïc Petit de la Villeon (IFREMER). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/19 (IODE Steering Group for Global Ocean Surface Underway Data (GOSUD)). 

Mr Petit de la Villeon will recall IODE Steering Group for Underway Sea Surface Salinity Data Pilot 
Project (now renamed to the Global Ocean Surface Underway Data Pilot Project) was established during IODE-
XVI. The objective of the project is to organize surface salinity data that are currently collected and to work with 
data collectors to improve data collection to meet the benchmarks of spatial and temporal sampling and data 
accuracies set out by the Ocean Observations Panel for Climate (OOPC). The First Session of the Steering Group 
was held in Brest, France, from 15-16 November 2001. During its First Session the Steering Group reviewed the 
current status of collection of in-situ surface salinity data using the thermosalinograph and addressed each of the 
functions of the data management process for underway sea surface salinity data – Collection, Transfer, 
Processing, Archiving and Products. The Summary Report for the meeting is available on the IODE home page at 
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=108&fcat_id=51. The Second Session of the Steering 
Group was held in Ottawa, Canada, from 16-17 September 2002. During its Second Session the Steering Group 
reviewed the draft project plan. The three Working Groups - (i) Products, (ii) Transfer, processing and archiving 
and (iii) Data Collection - outlined their input to the project. The draft working group reports will be completed 
and presented at IODE-XVII. The Summary Report for the meeting is available on the IODE home page at 
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=196&fcat_id=51.  
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the First and Second Sessions IODE 
Steering Group for GOSUD (formerly USSDAP) Pilot Project; 

(ii) Endorse the Project as a pilot study and some small monetary support to 
help interested partied attend subsequent meetings; 

(iii) Agree that the GOSUD project chairs approach JCOMM for their 
support as this group is a natural partner in the objectives for the 
project; 
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(iv) Encourage members of IODE to take an active role in organization of the 

project and in carrying out work required by the project; 
(v) Encourage IODE members to contact their national organizations who 

are now, or are ready to collect underway data and to contribute these 
data to the project. 

 
 
4.2.6 Marine Environmental Data Inventory (MEDI) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Greg Reed (Chair, SG-MEDI). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/20 (Marine Environmental Data Inventory (MEDI)).  

Mr Reed will recall that MEDI is a directory system for datasets, data catalogues and data inventories 
within the framework of the IOC's International Oceanographic Data and Information Exchange (IODE) 
programme. It has been set up to ensure the widest possible coverage of data holdings and included a review of 
existing national and international data directory systems as well as implications of inter-operability with similar 
systems within other international organizations. He will recall that the Steering Group for the MEDI Project 
was established as requested by Recommendation IODE-XVI.1. The First Session of the Steering Group was 
held in Oostende, Belgium from 23-27 April 2001. During its First Session the Steering Group reviewed the 
current status of the MEDI software tool and previewed the next release of the software (version 2.2) that will be 
an internet-based system. The Group discussed the changes required to the new version of the software before its 
release and drafted a list of recommended software changes. The Summary Report for the meeting is available on 
the IODE home page at http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=81&fcat_id=25. The Second 
Session of the Steering Group was held in Honolulu, USA from 2-4 April 2002. During its Second Session the 
Steering Group reviewed the current status of the MEDI metadata authoring tool (version 3.0b). The Group 
discussed the changes required to the current version of the software and drafted a list of recommended software 
modifications. The Summary Report for the meeting is available on the IODE home page at 
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=82&fcat_id=25. 

Mr Reed will describe the MEDI authoring tool which has been developed to encourage data collectors 
and scientists to produce metadata descriptions for their datasets. Full details of the MEDI project are found on the 
home page at http://ioc.unesco.org/MEDI. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the First and Second Sessions IODE 
Steering Group for MEDI; 

(ii) Approve funding for the concerned actions: US$ 15,000 for the period 
2003-2005. 

Member States will be requested to encourage the use of the MEDI authoring tool to the 
maximum extent and to promote its use to the widest possible audience 

 
 
4.2.7 Global Directory of Marine and Freshwater Professionals (OceanExpert) 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. Reference will be made to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/21 (The Global Directory of Marine and Freshwater Professionals: OceanExpert). In his 
introduction Mr Pissierssens will give an overview of the history of OceanExpert since its start in 1997 as 
GLODIR. He will report that OceanExpert has been totally re-engineered in 2002 and now counts approximately 
10,000 records covering experts on marine and freshwater. He will note that very few IODE centres include links 
to OceanExpert (GLODIR) in their web site. 
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GEMIM-VII agreed to review and evaluate the new OceanExpert. GEMIM-VII also agreed, in 
collaboration with IAMSLIC and EURASLIC to promote OceanExpert and to recruit institutional, national and/or 
regional editors. Mr Pissierssens will invite Member States to utilize OceanExpert for the management of their 
ocean related human resources information. OceanExpert is designed to enable institutional as well as national 
‘editors’ who can edit records. OceanExpert can also be used as a mass mailing tool. OceanExpert has the 
potential to be used as a mass communication tool to inform the ocean research and observation community about 
IOC’s activities. The current 10,000 records cover probably only 1/10th to 1/20th of the total ocean research 
community. If IOC member States approve of OceanExpert as an appropriate tool to advertise IOC then national 
awareness will need to be created by IOC Action Addresses, IODE National Coordinators and other experts 
involved in IOC activities about OceanExpert. 

A sum of US$5000 has been allocated in the 2003 UNESCO Regular Programme budget for the further 
development of OceanExpert. This will be the amount required for basic maintenance of the system (without 
payments for national/regional coordinators) as well as minor software development. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the OceanExpert product and decide on its usefulness and 
possible continuation; 

(ii) Make recommendations for future development; 
(iii) Recommend ways means to further develop OceanExpert (2003-2005) 

including financial support for 2003-2005 (based upon requirements 
defined by the Committee). 

 
 
4.2.8 OceanPortal 

This item will be introduced by Dr Murray Brown (IODE Contractor). He will make reference to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/22 (OceanPortal). In his presentation Dr. Brown will recall that IODE had 
supported the creation of a global index of Internet websites containing ocean data and information, called 
OceanPortal.  It currently holds 3400+ records, but it is linked to approximately one-half million web pages with 
marine-related content. Users can either search the ‘catalogue’ database (i.e. they can search in the title of the 
site/page or the summary description). This is the ‘search the catalogue’. The user can also browse through this 
catalogue. Web sites in OceanPortal have been categorized into nearly 200 categories and sub-categories. A very 
powerful function in OceanPortal is the website indexer: once a month OceanPortal ‘visits’ all sites and pages 
catalogued, and indexes their content. This index is also searchable by the user. This therefore represents a very 
specialized search engine for ocean data and information on the web. Users can access this service through ‘search 
the sites’.  

GEMIM-VII decided on a full review of OceanPortal including scope, categories and content. It was 
decided to undertake these actions jointly with IAMSLIC. During its 2002 Conference, IAMSLIC had expressed 
strong interest in the development of a ‘marine information portal’ and that co-operation with IODE’s 
OceanPortal in this regard would be welcomed. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the OceanPortal product; 
(ii) Approve proposed work plan and budget - (2003: US$10000; 2004: 

US$4000; 2005: US$ 4000) 
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4.2.9 OceanTeacher (see also 4.3.4.3) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Greg Reed (Chair, Steering Group on OceanTeacher). He will  refer to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/23 (IODE OceanTeacher). 

Mr Reed will recall that the IODE Steering Group for the IODE Resource Kit was established as 
requested by Recommendation IODE-XVI.7 to support the IODE Resource Kit Project. The IODE Resource Kit 
is a follow-up to Ocean-PC and a complement to IODE data and information management capacity building 
activities. The First Session the Steering Group was held in Miami, USA, from 19-23 March 01. During its First 
Session the Group reviewed the current status of the Resource Kit, noting that the Data Modules had been 
developed and used during the ODINEA project data management courses and would be used during 
ODINAFRICA data management courses. The Steering Group developed a comprehensive table of contents for 
the Marine Information Management Module, as well as a programme for standard MIM Training Courses. . The 
Summary Report for the meeting is available on the IODE home page at  
http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=107&fcat_id=26. 

Mr Reed will describe the OceanTeacher website and CD-ROM publication which comprise two 
segments: marine data management and marine information management. The Kit provides the latest versions of 
popular public-domain software, documentation for global and regional datasets, documentation for major 
formats, and links to data sources. Other resources in OceanTeacher for data management include annually written 
Training Manuals, and specially produced regional datasets (currently five volumes are published online). The 
Information Management Courses cover the breadth of marine information science from establishing an 
information centre, building and documenting a collection, to developing professional connections and working 
with information technology. OceanTeacher is available on-line at http://oceanteacher.org. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee will be requested to: 

(i) Adopt the summary report of the First Session IODE Steering Group 
for the Resource Kit; 

(ii) Approve funding for the concerned actions:  
US$ 45,000 for the biennium 2003-2004. 

Member States will be requested to participate in the project by submitting relevant 
material for inclusion in OceanTeacher. 

 
 
4.2.10 BeeBox 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/36 (IODE’s Dynamic Content Management System (CMS): BeeBox).  

Recalling previous discussions on the need for effective dissemination of information within the IODE 
community through web-based information systems, Mr Pissierssens will state that one of the major challenges 
faced by the IODE Secretariat has always been to keep the IODE community informed about programme progress 
both in terms of execution of the IODE Session work plans and in enabling the IODE data and information centre 
community to share knowledge and expertise. Getting the community to regularly visit the IODE site has always 
been difficult and this often resulted in missed opportunities. It was therefore felt that a more pro-active and 
interactive technical solution needed to be found. In addition the IODE secretariat found that it was increasingly 
being asked to produce new web sites and offer the kinds of ‘community services’ described above. However, the 
resources required to design, build and maintain many such sites are extensive. At the same time, it was clear that 
many other institutions had trouble setting up web pages and regularly updating them due to a similar lack of 
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resources (human, infastructural and financial). We therefore began the search for a tool that would enable us to: 
(i) quickly set up web sites that have a uniform structure and functionality; (ii) enable the adding and updating of 
content to these sites by non-technical users; (iii) provide ‘interactive community services’ to the users of those 
sites, including the ability to discuss online and submit their own material for publishing through an easy-to-use 
and platform independent GUI; (iv) use ‘push’ technology (through email ‘content informer’ services) in order to 
inform people when the site is updated; (v) manage text, images, documents (Word, PDF), links (lists of web 
sites) and events (calendar); (vi) utilize multiple languages (initially E, F, S); and (vii)  be freely available to 
Member States at little or no cost. After assessing several commercial options that were found too expensive, it 
was decided to seek a solution in the open source environment. This led to the development in 2001-2002 of 
BeeBox, the IODE’s Dynamic Content Management System. BeeBox responds to all requirements defined above, 
is developed using open source and can thus be distributed freely to Member States. Additional developments 
planned for 2003 will enable (i) sharing of information using ‘web-services’ technology, enabling content 
produced in one site to be shared with other BeeBox sites across a local network or the internet; and (ii) updating 
of the layout and display using a templating system, enabling web designers to design more ‘creative and unique’ 
templates. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the BeeBox product  
(ii) Make recommendations for future development 
(iii) Recommend ways and means to further develop BeeBox:  

(2003: US$ 10,000; 2004: US$ 10000; 2005: US$10,000) 
 

 
4.3 IODE CAPACITY BUILDING 
 
4.3.1 IODE’s capacity building programme 
 
4.3.2 Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa (ODINAFRICA) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Mika Odido (IOC Consultant, Regional Coordinator, ODINAFRICA 
Project). He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-XVII/24 (Ocean Data and Information Network for Africa 
(ODINAFRICA)). . He will discuss the activites and achievement of the ODINAFRICA project for the 
intersessional period. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment progress of ODINAFRICAC  
(ii) Approve the 2003-2004 work plan  
(iii) Recommend ways and means to identify required extra-budgetary 

funding to enable full implementation of the work plan  
 

 
4.3.3 Ocean Data and Information Network for the Caribbean and South America regions (ODINCARSA) 

This item will be introduced by Mr Rodney Martínez Gûingla (Regional Coordinator, ODINCARSA 
Project). He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-XVII/25. (Ocean Data and Information Network for the 
Caribbean and South America regions (ODINCARSA)). He will discuss the activites and achievement of the 
ODINCARSA project for the intersessional period. 
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ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment progress of ODINCARSA  
(ii) Approve the 2003-2004 work plan  
(iii) Recommend ways and means to identify required extra-budgetary 

funding to enable full implementation of the work plan  
 

 
4.3.4 IODE Training activities 
 
4.3.4.1 National initiatives 

Member States have been requested to report on national training activities in relation to ocean data and 
information management (organization of national or regional training courses related to IODE and funded by 
Member States). Reference will be made to Document IOC/IODE-XVII/26.1. 

During discussions the Committee will be requested to take into consideration the expertise available in 
the Member States and how this trainer expertise could be made available to the IODE community at large, 
possibly through combining it with ODIN and OceanTeacher initiatives. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the reported national initiatives  
(ii) Make recommendations on how to share the trainer expertise 

 

 
4.3.4.2 Regional initiatives  

IODE Regional Coordinators have been requested to report on regional training activities in relation to 
ocean data and information management (organized and funded/co-funded by IODE). Reference will be made to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/26.2. Note that this is also partially covered by item 4.3.2 and 4.3.3. 

The IODE Training Course in Ocean Data Management for the Caspian and Black Sea Regions was held 
in Tehran, I.R. Iran from 20 - 30 October 2002, hosted by the Iranian National Center for Oceanography (INCO). 
The workshop was attended by students from Azerbaijan, Georgia, Islamic Republic of Iran, Romania, Russia, 
Turkey and Ukraine. Lectures were provided by resource persons from the Islamic Republic of Iran and the IOC. 
The workshop programme was based on the IOC OceanTeacher capacity building tool. 

Taking into consideration the successes and failures of the training events that were organized and the 
experience gained the Committee will be requested to identify priority regions where IODE training activities 
should be organized. 

The Committee will be requested to note that in the past IODE has mainly organized basic training 
courses for participants with no or minimal expertise in ocean data and information management. The Committee 
should consider whether this type of training should continue to be the main focus or whether focus should be 
placed on ‘continuous professional development’ concentrating on teaching staff in established data and 
information centres on new methods and technologies. If the latter is preferred then the Committee should identify 
priority areas (both in subject and geographic terms),. The Committee should also identify required resources (as 
well as source of funds). 
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ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the regional training initiatives that have taken place; 
(ii) Decide on ‘level’ choices for future training events; 
(iii) Decide on priority areas (subjects and regions); 
(iv) Identify required financial resources and sources. 

 
 
4.3.4.3 OceanTeacher (report on use) 

OceanTeacher is the IOC/IODE capacity building system and is intended to provide training tools for 
Oceanographic Data and Information Management. These tools are used during IODE Training Courses but can 
also be used for self -training and continuous professional development. The OceanTeacher curriculum forms the 
basis of the IODE capacity building programme and has been used in the following training activities:First 

ODINAFRICA-II Training Course in Marine Data Management, Casablanca, Morocco, April 2-13, 2001  
• First ODINAFRICA-II Training Course in Marine Information Management, Cape Town, South Africa, 

29 October-9 November, 2001 
• Second ODINAFRICA II Training Course in Marine Data Management, Tunis, Tunisia, 29 April-10 

May, 2002  
• Second ODINAFRICA II Training Course in Marine Information Management, Tunis, Tunisia, 29 April-

10 May, 2002 
• First ODINCARSA Training Course in Marine Data Management, Guayaquil, Ecuador, 20-30 May 2002 
• First ODINCARSA Training Course in Marine Information Management, Mazatlan, Mexico, 29 

September-4 October 2002  
• IODE Training Course in Ocean Data Management for the Caspian and Black Sea Regions, Tehran, I.R. 

Iran, 20-30 October 2002The IODE OceanTeacher web site can be found at http://oceanteacher.org. It is 
also available on CD-ROM for off-line use. To date over 180 CD copies have been provided to requesters from 
73 countries. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the OceanTeacher capacity building system; 
(ii) Encouraged Member States to participate in the project by submitting 

relevant material for inclusion in OceanTeacher. 
 

 
5. IODE PUBLIC AWARENESS 
 
5.1 IODE web sites 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/27 (Public Awareness).  

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on, and evaluate the new IODE site;  
(ii) Provide guidance to the IODE Secretariat with a view of improving the 

site;  
(iii) Evaluatethe BeeBox software and make recommendations for its further 
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development.  

The Committee is requested to consider the target audiences of the site.  
The Committee is requested to identify editors for selected categories in the IODE 
site who will take responsibility for (a) identifying authors for specific subject areas 
within the scope of their category; (b) validating content within the scope of their 
category; (c) promoting the IODE web site at the national and/or regional level and 
attract content.  

 
 
5.2 IODE brochures, posters and publications 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/27 (Public Awareness).  
 

 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Comment on the posters and brochure; 
(ii) Recommend future posters and brochures to promote IODE.  

 

 
5.3 National IODE awareness activities 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/27 (Public Awareness). All IODE National Coordinators have been requested to report on their activities 
to promote the visibility of IODE. The committee will be requested to comment on ways to promote IODE at the 
National level. 
 
 
6 COOPERATION WITH OTHER PROGRAMMES 
 
6.1 Cooperation with GOOS 

This item will be introduced by Mr Greg Reed (IODE Consultant). He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/28 (IODE Cooperation with GOOS). 

 
6.2 Cooperation with JCOMM 

This item will be introduced by Dr Savi Narayanan (Co-president of JCOMM). Reference will be made to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/29 (IODE Cooperation with JCOMM). The committee will be requested to 
discuss ways IODE can cooperate with JCOMM. 
 
6.2.1 Cooperation of IODE in JCOMM's Data Management Programme Area 

This item will be introduced by Dr Savi Narayanan (Co-president of JCOMM). Reference will be made to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/29 (IODE Cooperation with JCOMM). The committee will be requested to 
discuss ways IODE can cooperate with JCOMM DMPA. 
 
6.2.2 Cooperation of IODE in OIT 

This item will be introduced by the Dr Neville Smith (OIT Project Leader). Reference will be made to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/32 (Ocean Information Technology). The committee will be requested to discuss 
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ways IODE can cooperate with OIT. 
 
6.3 Cooperation with science and monitoring programmes 

This item will be introduced by Dr Savi Narayanan (Co-president of JCOMM). Reference will be made to 
Document IOC/IODE-XVII/30 (IODE Cooperation with science and monitoring programmes). ). The 
committee will be requested to discuss ways IODE can cooperate with other science and monitoring programmes. 
 
6.4 Others (BILKO,…) 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will discuss potential cooperation with 
other programmes. In particular he will outline the UNESCO Bilko project initiated in 1987 under UNESCO's 
then Marine Sciences Training and Education Programme (TREDMAR) to develop training capability in coastal 
and marine remote sensing through a series of computer-based learning modules, and how Bilko could be used in 
IODE capacity building programmes.  
 
7 FUTURE OF IODE 
 
7.1 IODE Review (Progress Report) 

This item will be introduced by the Chair. Reference will be made to Document IOC/IODE-XVII/31 
(IODE Evaluation Progress Report: A proposal for an IODE Review).  

The Committee will be reminded that IODE-XVI had tasked the IODE Officers (and, as required, some 
consultants) to undertake a comprehensive review of the IODE system, and to report to the 21st Session of the IOC 
Assembly. However, due to the many actions that were undertaken by IODE since IODE-XVI, many of which 
impacted strongly on the ‘nature’ of IODE, it was felt that a review during this critical phase of changes (2001-
2002) would result in an incomplete and possibly even incorrect representation of “the state and future of IODE”.  

In addition (see also Agenda Item 7.3) the IOC Executive Council, during its 35th Session (4-14 June 
2002) adopted Resolution EC-XXXV.2 entitled “IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data and Information 
Management. The Resolution calls for the development of “an IOC Strategic Plan with clearly defined roles 
for each of its observational and data management elements, for oceanographic data and information 
management, embracing the requirements, capabilities and infrastructures of its Member States, as well as the 
needs of their user communities”. As such it will require input from IODE, and in particular it will require a 
(preliminary) version of the IODE Review. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) The Committee is requested to advise on the composition of the Review 
team (in addition to the IODE Officers should other experts be invited). 
If it is decided to add consultants then the Committee will need to 
identify criteria for their selection and/or recommend names. 

(ii) The Committee is therefore requested to take into consideration the cost 
of the required consultants (cost approximately US$5,000/month) when 
preparing the 2003-2005 work plan and budget 

(iii) The Committee is requested to prepare a detailed work plan and 
timetable for the Review Team 

(iv) The Committee is requested to Provide guidance to the review team on 
clients consultations for the review. 

(v) The Committee will be requested to adopt the Table of Contents for the 
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Review Report. 

 

 
7.2 Evolution of IODE at the national level 

The Committee will be informed that despite the sending of 21 Circular Letters during the inter-sessional 
period, the number of responses from Member States was often very low. The Secretariat considers this a 
worrying issue as Circular Letters enable the Secretariat to obtain advice in order to effectively implement the 
IODE Programme. Member States will be requested to inform the Committee why responses are so few and 
whether this should be interpreted as a lack of interest, whether there are other regions and how the problem can 
be resolved. 
 
7.3 IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data and Information Management 

This item will be introduced by the IODE Technical Secretary. He will refer to Document IOC/IODE-
XVII/35 (IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data and Information Management: Status Report). 

He will inform the Committee that the JCOMM Management Committee, during its First Session 
(Geneva, Switzerland, 6-9 February 2002) had recommended that a draft resolution be prepared for the 35th 
Session of the IOC Executive Council calling for the development of an IOC integrated data management strategy, 
encompassing all programmes. In order to assist with this task, the Management Committee had further requested 
IODE to carry out an assessment of data and data product requirements of existing oceanography and marine 
meteorology programmes/projects, and evaluate whether these were currently met by the various groups of data 
centres (1). It had been recommended also to use the experience gathered in the preparation of the GOOS Data 
Management Plan (1998-199) and possibly the GCOS Data Management Plan as examples. A draft resolution 
had subsequently been prepared and was submitted and adopted by the 35th Session of the IOC Executive Council 
(Resolution EC-XXXV.2 (IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data and Information Management). The 
Resolution also established a Task Team on the Development of an IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data 
and Information Management and defined its Terms of Reference.  

Due to the heavy schedule in 2002 it had not been possible to organize the First Session of the Task 
Team. In addition it was felt that progress should first be made with the IODE Review (See also Agenda item 7.1) 
as this document would contribute to the work of the Task Team.  The First Session of the Task Team will be 
organized on 23 June 2003.  

No action has been taken on (1) above due to the substantial amount of work involved. The Committee 
will be requested to identify ways and means to carry out this important task. 

The Committee will be requested to guide the IODE Chair in his/her capacity as Member of the Task 
Team. 
 

 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Identify ways and means to carry out an assessment of data and data 
product requirements of existing oceanography and marine meteorology 
programmes/projects, and evaluate whether these were currently met by 
the various groups of data centres; 

(ii) Provide guidance to the Chair IODE with regard to the Task Team on 
the Development of an IOC Strategic Plan for Oceanographic Data and 
Information Management. 
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7.4 Ocean Information Technology Project 

This item will be introduced by the Chair. Reference will be made to Document IOC/IODE-XVII/32 
(Ocean InformationTechnology). The Committee will be informed that the First Session of the Steering Team of 
the Oceans Information Technology Pilot Project (ST-OIT) was held in Brussels, Belgium on 29 November 2002. 
The Session members discussed the origins of the OIT Pilot Project initiative and presented an overview of current 
national and programme activities. The session discussed the specific components of the OIT Pilot project 
(metadata systems; data circulation and communication; data assembly, quality control and quality assurance; data 
archival; and the user interface). The Session developed an Action Plan based on the agreed action items arising 
from the meeting and assigned tasks to each member of the Group. The report for the meeting is available on the 
IODE home page at http://ioc.unesco.org/iode/files.php?action=viewfile&fid=212&fcat_id=53.  

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 
(i) Comment on the report of the First Session of the Steering Team of the 

Oceans Information Technology Pilot Project (ST-OIT); 
(ii) IODE is invited to consider implementation of activities that contribute and 

frame within OIT as a way of strengthening the technological capabilities of 
IODE 

 
 
7.5 Establishment of an IODE Project Office 
 

This item will be introduced by Dr Efstathios Balopoulos, Chair IODE. He will refer to Document 
IOC/IODE-XVII/34 (Proposal for the establishment of an IODE Project Office). The Committee will be 
informed that the main problems faced by the IODE Secretariat are (i) limitations in bandwidth at UNESCO 
Headquarters; (ii) shortage of technical staff; (iii) no equipped training facilities are available and (iv) difficulties 
in obtaining meeting room facilities.  

In order to respond to these problems it is proposed to establish an ‘IODE Project Office’ with the 
following core objectives: (i) establish a creative environment facilitating the further development and 
maintenance of IODE Projects, services and products with emphasis on improving the efficiency and effectiveness 
of the data and product/service stream between the stage of sampling and the user; (ii) assist in strengthening the 
capacity of Member States to manage oceanographic data and information and to provide ocean data and 
information products and services required by users. Whereas the proposal to establish a project office is currently 
an initiative of IODE, this Office should be seen as a service to all IOC programmes. This will be fully in line with 
the ‘new’ IODE objectives that aim towards serving all IOC programmes in the area of ocean data and 
information management. Being aware of the problems, the Director of VLIZ, Dr Jan Mees offered to investigate 
the possibility to host an IOC office, considering that space would be available at the current location of VLIZ. On 
the basis of these initial informal contacts Dr Mees requested IOC to prepare a preliminary document that 
described the requirements and objectives. This resulted in the Document ‘The IODE Project Office – Proposal 
and Terms of Reference’ drafted in collaboration with Dr E. Balopoulos, IODE Chair. This document was very 
well received by the Flemish authorities and it was at that time (September) that IOC was informed, informally, 
that Flanders/Belgium could possibly host an IOC/IODE Project Office. Based upon this information the IODE 
Chair (Dr E. Balopoulos) then contacted the IODE Officers by email attaching the above-mentioned draft 
document. Fourteen out of fifteen Officers responded, all positively. Dr Balopoulos then proceeded with 
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contacting all IODE National Coordinators (we could reach 57 by email) and asked their opinion as well. Out of 
the 57 that were contacted, 44 responded. Out of these 44 responses, 43 were positive. 

The delegate(s) of Flanders/Belgium will be requested to inform the Committee on the status of the 
possible formal offer. If such an offer is made then the Committee will be requested to consider it and possibly 
adopt a recommendation for consideration by the Assembly during its 22nd Session. 

In its deliberations, the Committee should also take into consideration the progress of the inter-sessional 
working group on “Guidelines for the establishment of IOC Decentralized Offices”, the recommendations of 
which may impact on the establishment of the Project Office. 

 
 
ACTION. The Committee is requested to: 

(i) Consider the proposal to establish a Project Office;  
(ii) Consider and possibly revise its Terms of Reference; 
(iii) Consider the offer made by Flanders/Belgium to host an IODE Project 

Office. 
 

 
 
8 REQUIRED RESOURCES AND PLAN OF ACTION FOR 2003-2005 

The Committee will be requested to draft a detailed work plan and budget based upon the priorities it has 
established during the Session (Agenda items 3 to 7). In drafting the work plan and budget the Committee is 
requested to take into consideration the limited funding provide through UNESCO’s Regular Programme 
(approximately US$ 100,000/year). As detailed in Document IOC/IODE-XVII/7 (Budget and Staffing IODE 
2001-2003) this amount is not likely to increase substantially. In order to provide to IODE the momentum it 
requires, as stated repeatedly by the Committee, additional funds will need to be provided to the Programme from 
extra-budgetary sources. In order to obtain such funds the Secretariat has launched requests for funding during 
IODE-XVI (one Member State provided US$ 5000 – Belgium) and again on 30 October 2002 through Circular 
Letter 2050 (no responses received). 

In addition the Committee will be requested to note that many Member States have been unable to 
allocate funds for participation in IODE Sessions. Several support requests have been received for IODE-XVII. 
The Committee will be reminded that IOC Manual  (IOC/INF-785 – page 41) under ‘Responsibilities of Member 
States’ states “For the intergovernmental bodies (Sub-Commissions, Scientific and/or Technical Committees, 
Regional Committees and Task Teams), the Member States are expected to (i) nominate to their delegations to 
the meetings thereof appropriately qualified persons, as called for in Rule of Procedure No. 26; (ii) cover the 
cost of the attendance and participation of their delegates in the meetings thereof; (iii) provide the essential 
means to the individuals (delegates) or national institutions concerned to give effect to the 
decisions/recommendations of a give subsidiary body of which they are a member…”. The Committee members 
will be requested to consider this issue as the inability of all Member States to participate in Sessions of the 
Committee negatively impacts on the effectiveness of the programme and involvement of its Member States. 

The Committee will be requested to identify ways and means to complement the UNESCO Regular 
Programme budget on a sustained basis. The Committee may consider regular annual trust fund contributions by 
all Member States as a condition to participation in the Programme. 
 
 
9 ELECTIONS OF CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR 

The IODE Technical Secretary will recall that Mr Ben Searle (Australia) and Dr Efstathios Balopoulos 
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(Greece) were elected during IODE-XV (Athens, Greece, 1996) as Chair and Vice Chair of IODE respectively. On 
14 May 2002 the Secretariat was informed by Mr Ben Searle that he wished to step down as IODE Chair. In 
accordance with the IOC Manual  Dr Efstathios Balopoulos was then requested to take over from Mr Searle as 
IODE Chair until the next Session i.e. the 17th Session of the IODE Committee. As Dr Balopoulos has fulfilled 
two terms (first term IODE-XV to IODE-XVI and second term IODE-XVI to IODE-XVII) he will step down, in 
accordance with the IOC manual, at the 17th Session of the IODE Committee. It is therefore the responsibility of 
the Committee to elect both a new IODE Chair and IODE Vice-Chair. 

The IODE Technical Secretary will review the rules and practical arrangements for the election of the 
Officers of the IOC Subsidiary Bodies as they are presented in Document IOC/INF-785, IOC Manual of 1989, 
Part I, Item 5 and in the Revised Rules of Procedure, as of June 1994 (Document IOC/EC-XXVII/Inf.1).  

The Committee will be invited to elect its Chair and Vice-Chair along these guidelines. 

The Secretariat will remind the Committee that Circular Letter 2045 (Sent 12 September 2002) had been 
sent to all Member States inviting them to nominate candidates for the positions of Chair and Vice-Chair of 
IODE. Two nominations were received: 

• Dr Lesley Rickards as candidate for IODE Chair 
• Dr Ricardo Rojas as candidate for IODE Vice-Chair 

The Committee will be requested to consider these (and possibly others as submitted prior to or during the 
Session) candidatures and elect Chairs. 
 
 
10 DATE AND PLACE OF IODE-XVIII 

The Committee will be invited to decide on the date and place of its Eighteenth Session and on any 
invitation from Member States to host the Session, bearing in mind that the inter-sessional period should be not 
less than 2 years and the Session should be arranged at the lowest possible cost to the IOC budget. 

 
 

11 ADOPTION OF THE SUMMARY REPORT 

The Committee will be requested to adopt the draft Summary Report (Document IOC/IODE-XVII/3) with 
Resolutions and Recommendations therein. 

The Committee will also be invited to authorize the IODE Chair and Technical Secretary to submit the 
Executive Summary with all Resolutions and Recommendations therein to the Twenty-Second Session of the IOC 
Assembly that will take place in June/July 2003. The full Summary Report will be published by June 2003 as 
well. 
 
 
12 CLOSURE 

The Chair will close the Session by 18:00 on Friday 7th March 2003. 


