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1. Name of Data Centre: 

Flanders Marine Data Centre/Vlaams Marien Datacentrum (VMDC) 
 
2. National IODE Co-ordinator: 
 

Dr Edward VANDEN BERGHE 
Victorialaan 3 
B-8400 Oostende 
BELGIUM 
Tel: +32 59 342130 
Fax: +32 59 342131 
E-mail: wardvdb@vliz.be  

 
3. Data Centre URL: 
 

http://www.vliz.be  
 
4. IODE Data Centre Designation Date: 
 

June 2000 
 
 
5. Data Centre Description: 
 

The Flanders Marine Data Centre acquires and processes oceanographic data and information, 
and redistributes these according to the users’ needs. It integrates various types of data, 
checks their consistency, and performs the quality control. To realize the objectives, 
agreements about data exchange are made with partners at the regional, federal and 
international level. VMDC actively participates in international networks, primarily through the 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO. 

 
 
 
6. Brief History: 

http://www.vliz.be/
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The Flanders Marine Institute (VLIZ) was created on 2 April 1999 by the Government of 
Flanders, the Province of West Flanders and the Fund for Scientific Research - Flanders. 
It is an autonomous institute, with the legal status of a not-for-profit organisation. VLIZ 
supports the marine scientific research in Flanders and hereby integrates a number of 
important functional and operational tasks, one of which is to host the Flanders Marine 
Data Centre. VLIZ has taken over all responsibilities from the former Institute for Marine 
Scientific Research (IZWO). One of these tasks is managing an extensive library, which is 
now formally part of the VMDC. 

 
 
7. Roles and Responsibilities of the Data Centre: 
 

The objectives of the Flanders Marine Data Centre are:  
 

• To provide researchers, the government and those interested with data and 
information, in a suitable and prompt way  

• To stimulate networking by maximally centralising available data of research groups 
and governmental authorities, also on international scale  

• To detect needs; create series of data for interdisciplinary research, taking the 
accepted international standards into account.  

• To integrate various types of data, including control on consistency and quality.  
 
To accomplish these objectives, data exchange agreements will have to be reached with 
relevant partners, in first instance with researchers of Flemish universities and federal 
institutes with similar objectives.  
 

In a first phase, an extensive network of contacts will be formed with governmental 
authorities, researchers and the private sector that manage data and information and/or 
dispose of marine scientific expertise, nationally and internationally. This information, 
together with meta-information about the datasets managed by these parties, and the 
projects in which they are involved, will be made available through the website of the 
VLIZ. 
 
Data from public sources will be uploaded to a local database, and combined with data 
extracted by VLIZ/VMDC from local archives, and with data generated through the 
activities of the VLIZ. This activity will be restricted to data relevant to the Southern Bight 
of the North Sea. As for the meta-information, the method of choice to access this 
database will be the www. For specific target groups and datasets CD-ROMs and DVDs 
can be provided. 
 
 

8. Data Centre Projects and Activities during the Intersessional Period 
 

Since both the VMDC and its parent institution, the VLIZ, are very young, most activities have 
been directed at development. Choices for hard- and software have been made, the computer 
infrastructure installed, and a start has been made to develop several databases. In the mean 
time, several other NODCs have been visited (NODC Washington and MEDS), others will be 
visited later this year. 
 
The most important database being developed is an integrated information system for VLIZ. 
Different modules will allow storing information on scientists, institutions, projects and 
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infrastructure. A library component will serve both as a bibliography of marine sciences in 
Belgium, and as a catalogue of the VLIZ library; the structure used is modelled on the ASFIS 
structure. The meta-database component will be compatible with MEDI. Persons and 
institutions components will be an extension/combination of GLODir and EDMED. Each of 
these modules will have a web interface, and will be consultable through the www. 
 
VLIZ was asked to organize the research activities on the Zeeleeuw, a 55-m vessel belonging 
to the Ministry of Flanders. Some effort has gone into creating a database to capture data 
generated by the automatic data acquisition system. This system should be fully operational 
early 2001. 

 
 
9. Data Centre Products and Services Developed and/or Made Available during 

the Intersessional Period 
 

Several projects have been worked on in the limited time of VMDC’s existence: 
 

• Mysidlan is a taxonomic database, on the biogeography of Mysidacea from the 
Western Indian Ocean. A CD-ROM will be published later this year, in collaboration 
with the University of Ghent, Belgium. 

• Using VLIZ library resources, further record entry was done for MASDEA (Marine 
Species database for Eastern Africa). These activities are carried out in collaboration 
with the Kenya Marine and Fisheries Research Institute, Mombassa. 

• The holdings of the VLIZ library are being entered into the electronic catalogue. The 
serials list is finished, holdings are being added. Monographs and reprints are 
entered; priority is given to publications by Flemish marine scientists, and publications 
about the Southern Bight of the North Sea. 

 
A web site was developed, giving information on VLIZ (and VMDC), its (short) history, 
objectives, and structure. Additional information is primarily accessible through the ‘links’ 
pages. For technical reasons, it is presently not possible to offer access to the VMDC 
databases; this should, however, change in the near future. 

 
A weekly list is compiled, comprising all publications acquired by the library. This list does not 
include the publications that have been entered retrospectively in the catalogue database. The 
list is mailed to 250 subscribers. 

 
(End of document) 
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