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I am pleased to present the Annual Report of the Seychelles Fishing Authority for the year 
2005.  It reflects on the work and the achievements of both the Authority and the sector. 
 
In this year following the Tsunami event of the 26th December 2004, the activities of the 
SFA tended to concentrate on restoring the livelihood of the over 100 fishermen affected by 
the event and approximately 30% of the artisanal fleet damaged. The total estimated loss, 
social and economic, was in the range of US$10M.  A Government Flash Appeal to the do-
nor community raised around US$1.5M for the fishing sector.  The SFA would like to ex-
tend its sincere appreciation to all the donors and the FAO for the successful rehabilitation 
of the sector. 
 
Despite the setback, the fishing sector, although with a slow start, maintained its importance 
in the socio-economic development of the country with a gross inflow of SR1.475 Million.  
Catches recorded by the industrial purse seiners in the Western Indian Ocean rose from 
358,26 MT in 2004 to 384,256 MT in 2005.  Transhipment and landing of tuna in Port Vic-
toria increased by 32% and Port Victoria once again maintained its position (84%) as the re-
gional tuna hub of the Indian Ocean.  The artisanal catch during the year was 4,439 MT, an 
increase of 6.3%.  The semi-industrial fishery showed signs of recovery with catches increas-
ing to 290 MT from 90.19 MT in 2004. 
 
Monitoring, Control and Surveillance has remained increasingly important both for the for-
eign and local fisheries.  SFA has been stepping up its effort in both Port State control and 
surveillance at sea and intends to continue with this in 2006, through regional cooperation. 
 
The SFA completed its restructuring to realign its organisational structure to the ever chang-
ing need of the fishing industry and the recent policy adjustments.  The SFA will, however, 
continue to evolve to take on additional challenges.  Training will therefore be at the core of 
this evolution to ensure that we meet those challenges. 
 
Finally, I would like to avail myself of the opportunity to thank all staff of the Authority for 
their immeasurable effort in making 2005 a success despite its many challenges. 
 

 
 
 
 

Rondolph Payet 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
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The SFA was incorporated on 31st August 1984 by the Seychelles Fishing 
Authority (Establishment) Act, although it had physically been in exis-
tence since September 1983 when the Seychelles Industrial Fishing Au-
thority (SIFA) was formed. The first Chief Executive of SFA was Mr 
Maxime Fayon. The Authority was established at a time of intense fisher-
ies development, especially in foreign industrial tuna fishing. It was cre-
ated to develop the fishing industry to its fullest potential and to safe-
guard the resource base for sustainable development. It absorbed person-
nel from the defunct Fisheries Division and the Fishing Development 
Company (FIDECO) and became the executive arm of the Government in 
the field of fisheries. 
 
SFA works closely with the Ministry of Environment and Natural Re-
sources (MENR), which replaced the Ministry of Agriculture and Marine 
Resources in 2003. The functions of the SFA as defined in article (5) of 
the Seychelles Fishing Authority (Establishment) Act are : 
 

• To promote, organise and develop fishing, fishing industries and 
fishing resources in Seychelles. 

 
• To assist in the formulation of national policy with respect to 

fishing, fishing industries and fishing resources and in the imple-
mentation of that policy. 

 
• To conduct negotiations, engage in meetings, seminars or discus-

sions, with regard to fishing or fisheries and the establishment 
or operation of fishing industries, whether at a national or inter-
national level, on behalf of the Republic. 

 
• To identify the manpower training requirements of Seychelles 

with regard to fishing and fishing industries. 
 

Subject to this Act, the Authority has the power to do all things necessary 
or convenient in connection with, or incidental to, the performance of its 
functions and, in particular the Authority may : 
 
1. Own, lease or dispose of movables or immovables. 
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2. Form companies under the Companies Act. 
3. Enter into partnership or joint-ventures 
4. Act as agent for the purpose of the management of any business or 
 enterprise, or for any other purpose. 
5. Hold shares in, or debentures of any company.  
6. Carry on any business or enterprise for or in connection with: 
 a. fishing or fisheries 
 b. processing, transporting, handling, marketing or distributing  
  f ish or fish products 
 c. exporting fish or fish products 
 d. the sale of equipment or apparatus to be used for fishing, or 
 e. any other matter relating to its functions where, in the opinion 

of the Authority, the carrying out of such a business or enterprise is 
in the best interest of the Republic. 

7.  Conduct surveil lance operations, in conjunction with the Ministry of 
Defence, in relation to fishing operations in the Exclusive Economic 
Zone (EEZ) or in waters adjacent to the continental shelf. 

8. Monitor the catch of all  fishing vessels, and 
9. Carry out scientific and development research. 
 
SFA is unique in that it is an organisation with management, planning, de-
velopment, scientific and training functions. 
 
SFA is a parastatal organisation whose Board of Directors is appointed by 
the President.  
 
The composition of the board as of June 2005; 
 
 Mr Claude Morel     - Chairman 
· Mr Philippe Michaud  - Director 
· Mr Wilton Ernesta   - Director 
· Mr Ronny Govinden  - Director 
 Mr Brian Commetant  - Director 
 Mr David Ardill   - Director  
 Mr Rondolph Payet  - Mangaging Director  
 
It is to be noted that in January 2006 Mr Finlay Racombo replaced Mr 
Morel as Chairman. Mr Brian Commetant and Mr Davil Ardill were re-
placed  by Mr Roger Toussaint and Mr Ronald Cafrine respectively. 

Structure and Functions 



 
Manager Monitoring, 

Control & Surveillance 
Vacant 

 
Senior Manager  

Corporate Services 
Vacant 

Senior Manager Fisheries Develop-
ment & Extension 

Clifford Toussaint 

Managing Director 
Rondolph Payet 

New SFA Administration Structure as of October 2005 

Senior Manager Fisheries Re-
search 

Riaz Aumeeruddy 

Senior Manager Monitoring, 
Control & Surveillance 

Gerard Domingue 

Principal Liaison Officer 
Colleen Morel 

 Manager Fisheries Resource 
Marlene Isidore 

Manager Industrial Fisheries 
Vincent Lucas 

Manager Artisanal Fisheries  
Jan Robinson 

Board of Directors 

Senior Accountant 
Peggy Carosin 

Senior Manager Policy & Planning 
Michel Marguerite 

Legal Officer 
Mike Laval 

Manager Information & Technology 
Roy Clarisse 

Manager Administration & Human 
Resources 

Jacqueline Payet 

 Manager Development & Extension 
Pierre Woodcock 



The year 2005 started slowly as a result of the severe damage caused by 
the December 2004 tsunami to the local fishing fleets and infrastructure.  
However, the sector quickly recovered and both the artisanal and semi-
industrial sub-sectors performed better than the preceding year. The year 
also saw the coming into force of the “Agriculture and Fisheries Incen-
tives Act”, a fiscal package introduced to encourage investment in these 
two sectors. 
 
Artisanal catch increased by 6.3%. This increase was accompanied by an 
increase in the price of fish, suggesting that the demand was higher than  
supply. Between January and December 2005, the average price of fish on 
the domestic market increased by about 5.5% and the high prices were 
more predominant during the second half of the year. 
 
The semi-industrial fishery also performed well with the landed catch in-
creasing by about 162%. Exports from this sub-sector were boosted as the 
restriction on export of swordfish to the European Union (EU) market 
was l ifted after a revision of the permissible level of cadmium. A positive 
trade balance was achieved again this year in the transactions of fish and 
fish products, and in terms of foreign exchange earnings generated, the 
fisheries sector and related activities regained their position as the princi-
pal foreign exchange earner in 2005. 
 
2.1  Employment 
 

It is estimated that there has been a slight increase in the number of peo-
ple employed in the sector and other related services. Direct and indirect 
employment increased from about 5,800 in 2004 to around 6,000 in 2005, 
an increase of 3%. This resulted in an increase in the ratio of employment 
in the sector to total formal employment, from 15% the previous year to 
17%. Figures produced by the National Statistics Bureau¹ (NSB) indicate 
that there were 440 people directly employed in the sector 100 in the pri-
vate  sector  and 340 in the parastata l  sector ,  a  s l ight  increase of  seven 
workers over the previous year. The number of fishermen normally varies 
be tween  1 , 700  and  1 ,800 ,  wh i l s t  t h e  numb er  o f  peop l e  i nvo l ved  i n  

 ¹ Statistical Bulletin, Formal Employment and Earnings, 2003 – 2005, March 2006 
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Table 2.1  Production of fish and fish products (MT) 2003 - 2005  

processing and ancil lary services is estimated at about 4,000. The IOT 
canning factory had a workforce of a just over 2,500 workers and the Co-
etivy Prawn Farm around 330 workers. On average, the SFA had a staff 
complement of 106 in 2005. During 2005, a maximum of around 80 fish-
ermen were employed on EU purse seiners. 
 
A study² commissioned in 2005 by the MENR indicated that there were 
another 100 or so persons engaged in full-time activities related to indus-
trial tuna fishing activity and an estimated 975 employed on a casual basis. 
The study also concluded that the best prospects for employment are in 
fish processing and export activities (including ancillary services.) More-
over, with appropriate training and improved working conditions, there is 
scope to employ more Seychellois seaman on foreign fishing vessels. 
 
2.2  Production 
 

The level of production of fish and fish products registered a moderate 
increase of 10.5%, from 42,205 MT in 2004 to 46,737 MT. This is in con-
trast to the previous year when the volume of production registered a 
drop of 3.6%. The table below gives an account of the production of fish 
and fish products. 

  2003 2004  % Change 2005  % Change 

 Artisanal Catch 3,852.0 4,177.0 8.4 4,439.0 6.3 

 Semi-Industrial 
 Catch 76.0 110.6 45.5 290.3 162.5 

 Canned Tuna 36,436.0 36,109.0 - 0.9 40,606.0 12.5 

 Other Proc 
 essed Tuna 2,288.0 585.0 - 74.4 334.0 - 42.9 

 Prawns 1,084.0 1,175.0 8.4 772.0 - 34.3 

 Smoked Fish 15.7 15.9 1.3 14.8 - 6.9 

 Others 46.0 32.4 - 29.6 36.8 13.6 

Total 43,797.7 42,204.9 - 3.6 46,637.0 10.5 

²  Nageon de Letang,  J. March 2006 - Report on Existing and Potential Employment Opportunities in the Fisheries Sector 

  Source: SFA, NSB 

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 



-
5.0

10.0
15.0
20.0
25.0
30.0
35.0
40.0
45.0
50.0

19
90

 
19

91
 

19
92

 
19

93
 

19
94

 
19

95
 

19
96

 
19

97
 

19
98

 
19

99
 

20
00

 
20

01
 

20
02

 
20

03
 

20
04

 
20

05
 

'0
00

 M
T

Total Canned Tuna Artisanal & Semi Ind. Catch Others

As usual, canned tuna dominated production with 40,606 MT representing 
an increase of 12.5% over 2004. There was a sustantial recovery in the 
semi-industrial fisheries with 290 MT landed, registering an increase of 
162.5%. There was a moderate increase of 6.3% in landings by the ar-
tisanal fleet. The output of other processed tuna, prawns and smoked fish 
dropped during the year, while the quantity of dried shark fins and sea cu-
cumber rose by 13.6% to reach 36.8 MT. 
The 11 Seychelles registered purse seiners caught a total of 87,535 MT of 
tuna in 2005 representing 23% of the total catch of tuna by purse seiners 
l icensed to fish in Seychelles EEZ. This catch constitutes a 6% rise over 
the 82,600 MT of tuna caught the preceding year. 
 

In general , total fisheries output has followed an upward trend despite 
drops in 2000 and 2001 (Figure 2.1). Because of the high production of 
canned tuna, total production is highly influenced by that commodity. 
Landings by the artisanal and semi-industrial catch have been relatively 
constant at about 5,000 MT per year, while output of other products  such 
as prawns are small by comparison. 
 
2.3  Revenue from the industrial tuna fishing activity 
 
The industrial tuna fishing activity in the Western Indian Ocean continues 
to be an important source of foreign exchange and employment. Gross in-
come from the fisheries sector comes mainly from expenditure on goods 
and services by foreign fishing vessels in port and from spending by the 
foreign fishing companies, as well  as from fishing access fees. The total 
gross revenue generated by the industrial  tuna fishing activity amounted 
to a record SR 637 mil l ion in 2005, an increase of about 56% over the  

Figure 2.1  Trends in the production of f ish and fish products 1990  - 2005 
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SR 409 mill ion generated in 2004 (Table 2.2).  The revenue derived from 
this activity represented about 38% of the total gross foreign exchange 
e a r n -

  2003 2004 % change 2005 % change 

 Vessels’ Spending 305.35 344.45 12.80 559.60 62.46 

 Companies’ Expenditure 6.69 6.15 - 8.07 5.55 - 9.76 

 License Fees 38.87 58.40 50.24 71.95 23.21 

Total 350.91 409.00 16.55 637.10 55.77 

Table 2.2  Main sources of revenue from the industrial tuna fishing activity 2003 – 
2005 SR million 

  Source: SFA, Shipping Agents, IOT 

The large increase in the gross inflow is due principally to the high fuel 
prices, which started to increase during the latter part of 2004. The price 
of fuel quoted by SEPEC rose from US $ 330 per MT in January 2004 to 
reach a peak of US$ 620 per MT between July and October 2005 (Figure 
2.2) or an increase of 90%. 

Figure 2.2  Price of fuel quoted by SEPEC Jan 2004 - Dec 2005 

Note : This figure does not take into account various discounts offered by SEPEC on fuel purchase by the ship-owners 

With regards to bunkering, figures obtained from SEPEC indicate that in 
2005 the foreign fishing vessels spent a total of SR 462 mill ion on  
153,000 MT of fuel, far greater that the SR 97 mill ion vessel expenditure 
on other goods and services in port. The bunkering expenditure in 2005 is  
58% greater than the expenditure on fuel in 2004. 
 
Vessel expenditure in Port Victoria remains by far the largest source of 
foreign currency earnings from the industrial tuna activities, contributing 
over 89% of the total gross inflow. In 2005, there was a decrease in com-
p a n y  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r ,  w h i l e  l i c e n s e  f e e s  

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 



-

100

200

300

400

500

600

700

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005

SR
 m

ill
io

n

Gross Expenditure Licence Fees Total Revenue

Increased by 23%. This resulted from an increase in the EU contribution 
stemming from the new Fisheries Partnership Agreement, which was 
signed between the two parties during the year. 
 
In general, a decreasing trend in the total gross inflow (Figure 2.3) from 
industrial tuna fishing activities occurred until the mid 1990s, after which 
inflow has increased steadily. 

Note:  The dark line shows the trend in total inflow 
 Source: SFA 

Figure 2.3  Revenue from industrial tuna fishing activity (1990 - 2005) 

  2003 2004  % Change 2005  % Change 

 EU Contribution 13.20 25.71 94.77 39.18 52.39 

      Compensation 13.20 12.33 -6.59 28.25 129.12 

      Excess Catch 0.00 13.38   10.93 -18.31 

 Purse Seiners 8.36 16.87 101.79 15.41 -8.65 

        Fixed Payment 1.73 2.32 34.10 4.01 72.84 

        Excess Catch 2.16 9.84 355.56 9.07 -7.83 

        Private Vessels 4.39 4.05 -7.74 1.71 -57.78 

        Fines 0.00 0.55    0.00   

        Supply Vessels 0.08 0.11 37.50 0.62 463.64 

 Longliners 17.25 15.78 -8.52 17.36 10.01 

Total 38.81 58.36 50.37 71.95 23.29 

Table 2.3  Main sources of l icense fees 2003 – 2005 (SR mill ion)  

Source: SFA  
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The total EU contribution, which is comprised of financial compensation 
and payment for excess catch, rose by 52%, from SR 25.71 mill ion in 2004 
to SR 39.18 mill ion in 2005. The financial compensation increased by 
129%, while the excess catch payment for 2005 over the 46,000 MT refer-
ence tonnage recorded a drop of 18.3% compared to 2004. During the 
year, the total fees paid by purse seiner owners dropped slightly, from SR 
16.87 mill ion in 2004 to SR 15.41 mill ion. Longline payment for access 
registered a moderate increase of 10% with a total of SR 17.36 mill ion. 
 
The reduction in payment for excess catch by both the EU and ship-
owners of vessels under the Seychelles/EU agreement is due to a 12% re-
duction in the EEZ catch. However, the fixed payment paid by ship-
owners increased by 73% compared to the previous year. There was a  
drop in the payments by vessels not covered under the Seychelles/EU 
Agreement. The total l icense fees paid by longliners increased by about 
10% over the previous year due to an increase of 14% in the number of 
individual l icenses issued. 
 
In terms of the distribution of l icense fees, amongst the major sources the 
EU contribution increased from 44% in 2004 to 55% in 2005. Payment by 
purse seine owners registered a sl ightly bigger drop than payment by 
longline owners (Figure 2.4). 

EU
44%

PS 
Owners

29%

LL 
Owners

27%

EU
55%PS 

Owners
21%

LL 
Owners

24%

Figure 2.4  Major sources of license payment 2004 and 2005 

2.4  Exports of  fish and fish products 
 

Exports of fish and fish products constitute an important source of for-
eign exchange earnings for the country. In addition, processing of fish 
into exportable products generates a significant amount of employment 
and income. For the year 2005, there were increases in both the volume  

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 



and value of exports. The exported quantity of fish and fish products in-
creased by 7.1% over the previous year, from 38,720 MT to 41,480 MT, 
while the value increased by 5.2%, from SR 988 mill ion to SR 1,040 mil-
l ion. However, because of an increase in the value of other domestic ex-
ports, the share of fish and fish products to total domestic exports fell 
from 90.3% in 2004 to 89.3% in 2005. 

2004 2005 % Change 

MT SR,000 MT SR,000 MT SR,000 

 Fresh and Frozen Fish 374.00 13,131.00 503.00 16,451.00 34.49 25.28 

 Canned Tuna 36,738.00 923,247.00 39,653.00 979,851.00 7.93 6.13 

 Frozen Prawns 1,111.00 42,718.00 772.00 31,643.00 -30.51 -25.93 
 Other Processed Fish 470.00 8,329.00 513.00 10,232.00 9.15 22.85 

 Dried Shark Fins & Sea Cucumber 27.00 1,099.00 39.00 1,626.00 44.44 47.95 

 Others 0.20 21.00     

 Total 38,720.20 988,545.00 41,480.00 1,039,803.00 7.13 5.19 

 Total Domestic Exports  1,095,080.00  1,164,772.00  6.36 

 % of Domestic Exports  90.27  89.27  -1.11 

    

Table 2.4  Exports of fish and fish products 2004 - 2005 

Source: NSB 

There were increases in both volume and value for fresh and frozen fish, 
canned tuna, dried shark fins and sea cucumbers. The latter showed an 
impressive increase of 44% and 48% in volume and value respectively. 
The increase in the semi-industrial catch was the main driver behind the 
increase in exports of fresh and frozen fish, while an increase in produc-
tion of canned tuna contributed to the increase in export of that commod-
ity. 
 
2.5  Imports of  fish and fish products 
 

During 2005, increases in both the value and volume of fish and fish 
product imported in the country was registered. The main products, fro-
zen tuna, is destined for the IOT canning factory either for canning or for 
fish-meal production. The other commodities imported are for the hotel 
market, bait for the fishing industry and for local retail ing (Table 2.5). 
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  2004 2005 % Change 

  MT SR’000 MT SR’000 MT SR,000 

 Fish, Fresh or Chilled 1.82 66.36 0.09 0.10  -95.00 -99.85 

 Fish, Frozen 81,562.91 405,797.88 87,281.03 422,511.22 7.01 4.12 

 Fish, Fillets and other fish meat 1.75 107.91 0.44 19.69 -74.86 -81.75 

 Fish, dried, salted or in brine 1.47 86.59 21.42 170.60 1,357.41 97.02 

 Molluscs and Crustaceans 93.71 5,220.59 131.86 5,197.24 40.71 -0.45 

 Others 7.15 239.43 29.01 628.71 305.73 162.59 

Total 81,668.81 411,518.76 87,463.86 428,527.56 7.10 4.13 

Table 2.5   Import of f ish and fish products 2004 – 2005 

Source: NSB 

The import of frozen fish, principally frozen tuna for the IOT canning 
factory, continued to dominate imports, accounting for 99.8% of the to-
tal volume imported and 98.6% in value terms. The total volume of fish 
and fish products imported increased by 7.1%, from 81,669 MT in 2004 
to 87,464 MT in 2005. Similarly, the total outlay paid by the country in-
creased by 4.1% to reach SR 428,528 mill ion. There were large changes 
in the import of dried fish that was salted or in brine, which increased 
by 1,357%. However, the value increased by only 97% suggesting a sig-
nificant decrease in the import prices for these products. Similarly, de-
crease in the prices for molluscs and crustaceans was evidenced. There 
were significant declines in the import of fresh or chilled fish, fish fi l-
lets and other fish meat.  
 
2.6  Foreign currency f lows 
 

Trade in fish and fish products as well as transactions in other related 
activities and services constitute an important growth and income gener-
ating sector in the Seychelles economy. In addition these activities have 
a key influence on the country’s balance of payments as a considerable 
sum of foreign exchange is involved in fish trading activities.  
 
A total  of 46,637 MT of f ish and fish products were produced local ly  
(Table 2.1) and 87,464 MT of fish and derived products were imported 
(Table 2.5). Total gross exports for the year were valued at SR 1.165 bil-
l ion (Table 2.4) whilst the value of imports of fish, molluscs and crusta-
ceans amounted to SR 428.5 mil l ion (Table 2.5).  This translates into a 
gross trade surplus in fish and fish products of SR 736.5 mill ion. How-
ever, this posit ive balance only takes into account imports of f ish and 
fish products, and not al l  inputs and services required by the industry.  

Economic contribution of the fisheries sector 



Therefore, the net inflow of foreign exchange accruing to the fishing in-
dustry is expected to be lower. 
Overall ,  the total gross inflow of foreign currency generated by the fisher-
ies sector and ancil lary activities and services amounted to a record SR 
1.802 bill ion, 29% greater than 2004 (Table 2.6). 

  2003 2004 % Change 2005 % Change 

 Visible Exports 1,118.65 988.55 -11.63 1,165.00 17.85 

 Revenue from industrial tuna fishing 350.91 409.00 16.55 637.10 55.77 

 Gross Inflow from fisheries (a) 1,469.56 1,397.55 -4.90 1,802.10 28.95 

 Current account receipts (b) 3,452.60 3,567.30 3.32 3,451.80 -3.24 

 (a) as % age of (b) 42.56 39.18  52.21 33.26 

Table 2.6  Gross flow of foreign exchange generated by the f isheries sector and 
related activit ies 2003 – 2005 (SR million) 

Sources: SFA, NSB, CBS 

Of the gross total current account receipts of SR 3.451 bil l ion, which in-
cludes receipts from trade in goods and services, income receipts and cur-
rent transfer inwards, the total inflow from the fisheries sector accounted 
for 52.2% compared to 39.2% for the year 2004 (Table 2.6). This is attrib-
uted to both the large increase in the total gross earnings by the sector 
and a contraction in current account receipts for the year. 
 
Official figures from the Central Bank of Seychelles indicate that earnings 
from tourism trade (earnings from tourism and ticket sales to non resi-
dents) for the year 2005 stood at SR 1.475 bil l ion or 43% of current ac-
count receipts. This implies that the fisheries sector remains the main for-
eign currency earner in the economy and retains its importance as the ma-
jor contributor to the socio-economic development of the country. 
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Figure 3.1 Total catch reported by purse seiners licensed to f ish in the Seychelles waters, from 
1984 – 2005 
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3.1  The purse seine fishery 

 
3.1.1 Catches, fishing effort, catch rates and species composition 
 
In 2005, the total  catch reported in the Western Indian Ocean by purse seiners 
holding  l icenses to f ish inside the Seychelles EEZ is est imated at 389, 256 MT. 
This represents an increase of approximately 9 % over the 358, 261 MT re-
ported during 2004. The 2005 catch is the second highest annual catch re-
ported to date, second only to the 408,366 MT record catch of 2004 (Figure 
3.1) .  

3 INDUSTRIAL AND SEMI-INDUSTRIAL 
TUNA FISHING ACTIVITIES 

The fishing effort reported in 2005 was estimated to be 13,353 fishing 
days, 12% higher than the 11, 931 fishing days reported in 2004. The 
overall monthly catch rates ranged between 12.08 and 51.01 MT/fishing 
day. The average catch rate reported for the year was 29.15 MT/fishing 
day, slightly lower than the previous year (Table 3.2). In 2003 and 2004, 
the reported yellowfin catches were exceptional and this species replaced 
skipjack as the dominant species caught by the purse seiners in the West-
ern Indian Ocean. In 2005, the catch of yellowfin dropped by about 13% 
while the catch of skipjack increased by 39%, overtaking the former as the 
dominant species caught by purse seiners (Table 3.2). 
 

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 



Table 3.2  Tuna catch statistics for the last ten years 

1For those years, the species compositions declared on the captains’ logbooks were corrected using data collected from the 
ongoing tuna-sampling programme conducted during transhipment and landing in Port Victoria 

 

 Total Catch Catch Rate Yellowfin  Skipjack  

Year (MT) MT/Day Catch % Catch % Catch % 

1996 265,658 20.52 92,429 35 145,134 55 28,095 11 

1997 271,100 17.41 71,370 26 171,404 63 28,326 10 

1998 252,595 16.35 69,905 28 151,894 60 30,796 12 

1999 331,424 23.66 87,659 26 213,182 64 30,583 9 

2000 330,340 24.71 118,738 36 191,912 58 19,690 6 

20011 296,141 21.77 112,097 37 161,107 54 22,937 8 

20021 379,253 28.88 127,156 33 218,415 57 33,682 9 

20031 408,366 34.87 197,781 48 189,566 46 21,019 5 

20041 358,261 30.03 201,728 56 137,102 38 19,431 5 

20051 389,256 29.15 176,323 45 190,050 48 22,883 7 

Others  

 2004 2005 

Country Catch (MT)    % Effort CPUE Catch (MT)    % Effort CPUE 

Spain 149,809 42 4,811 31.14 182,295 47 5912 30.83 

France 107,628 30 3,865 27.85 107,203 28 3846 27.87 

Seychelles 83,304 23 2,676 31.13 87,537 23 3092 28.31 

Others* 17,520 5    579 30.26 12,221 3 503 24.30 

Total 358,261 100 11,931 30.03 389,256 100 13,353 29.15 

Table 3.3  Tuna catch statistics by country of registration for 2004 and 2005 

While the fishing effort has remained more or less constant over recent 
years, the increasing trend in CPUE observed from 2001 to 2003 has 
since then been on the decrease (Figure 3.2).  

While there have been no significant changes in the catches reported by 
the French and Seychelles fleet in 2005 compared to 2004, the Spanish 
fleet reported a significant increase of 22 % (Table 3.3).  

*Others or OTH represents other countries and in 2004 it included Italy, Iran, Netherlands Antilles and Panama. In 2005 OTH 
included only Iran and Italy. 
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Figure 3.2  Total effort (fishing days) and catch rates (MT/fishing day) reported by purse 
seiners licensed to f ish in the Seychelles waters, from 1984 – 2005 

3.1.2 Fishing grounds exploited 

 
An increase in activities in the Chagos zone, in the north of the Mozam-
bique Channel and in the Arabian Sea was apparent during 2005. A sig-
nificant reduction in activities in the Eastern or along the coastline of Af-
rica (Kenya, Tanzania regions) was also reported in 2005 (Figure 3.3). 
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F igure 3.3  Distr ibut ion of f ishing effort reported by purse seine in the Western Indian Ocean by 1º 
square, 2004 and 2005 
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The corresponding maps of catches show an increase in reported catch 
to the northeast of the Seychelles EEZ  (between 3 and 7 degrees south 
and between 60 and 70 degrees east). High catches of mainly yellowfin 
tuna were also reported in the area west of Seychelles (between 5 and 7 
degrees south 45 and 50 east). Over 20,000 MT of tuna were caught in 
that area in February 2005 alone (Figure 3.4). 
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F igure 3.4  Purse Seine total  catch by 1º square, 2004 and 2005 

3.1.3  Transhipment and landings in Port Victoria 
 

A total of 339,686 MT of tuna was transhipped or landed in Port Victoria 
in 2005 (Table 3.4). This is equivalent to about 87 % of the total tuna 
caught during the year (Table 3.5). Overall ,  an 11% increase in the total 
tuna transhipment/landings was recorded when compared to 2004.  
By comparison with other ports used by purse seiners for transhipping in 
the region: only 23,184 MT were transhipped in Mombasa and 20,909 MT 
in Diego Suarez. 

Table 3.4  Total transhipment and landings by purse seiners in Port Victoria for the last 10 years 

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

1996 20,604 12,349 12,407 6,143 3,375 6,850 13,296 14,442 14,695 21,483 26,990 11,023 163,657 

1997 28,785 15,039 20,249 7,685 3,245 7,255 4,027 21,707 24,337 26,177 24,996 16,777 200,279 

1998 10,253 5,489 7,907 2,364 4,075 15,376 18,347 16,897 17,040 15,454 31,142 7,248 151,592 

1999 23,964 17,075 15,185 3,509 14,080 14,111 13,683 31,488 38,550 34,291 35,721 15,790 257,447 

2000 19,472 26,468 19,148 8,030 9,455 14,273 21,493 34,091 25,290 42,273 25,636 24,044 269,673 

2001 26729 21,608 18,160 6,991 7,496 9,965 17,964 28,185 36,988 31,849 26,023 23,593 255,551 

2002 18,341 26,613 23,224 13,503 12,883 24,548 33,586 28,665 43,416 48,037 30,400 29,644 332,860 

2003 29,462 43,247 27,644 11,086 9,164 22,897 34,488 24,264 34,841 58,815 36,262 27,209 359,379 

2004 40,834 26,040 22,113 14,331 13,704 17,290 20,516 19,407 33,074 49,516 21,991 22,121 300,937 

2005 29,122 35,826 23,045 12,765 12,932 12,075 27,721 36,691 42,675 52,843 37,151 16,840 339,686 
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2004 2005 
Transhipment/ Land-

ings 
% of  

Catch* 
Transhipment/ Land-

ings 
% of 

Catch* 

 Spain 137,891 92 162,046 89 

 France 87,807 82 100,731 94 

 Italy 10,379 90 7,985 88 

 Netherlands Antilles 3,719 100 0 0 

 Panama 558 100 0 0 

 Seychelles 59,668 72 67,625 77 

 Iran 915 52 1,299 42 

Total 300,937 84 339,686 87 

Nation 

* Total tuna transhipped/ landed in Port Victoria by country as percentage of their total catch. 

Table 3.5 Transhipment and landings in Port Victoria by nationality,  for 2004 and 2005 

3.1.4 Purse seine tuna sampling in Port Victoria 
 
The tuna sampling programme for length frequency and species composi-
tion of tuna landed or transhipped in Port Victoria continued in 2005. 
The sampling programme is essential as it allows the correction of species 
composition estimates made by skippers in their logbooks, and is con-
ducted with the collaboration of Spanish and French research institutes:  
Instituto Español de Oceanografia (IEO) and Institut de  Recherche pour 
le Développement (IRD). The Spanish fishery representative (Mr. Juan 
Jose Areso) coordinates all sampling activities on Spanish and Seychelles 
registered purse seiners, which are all  of Spanish origin, while the French 
technician (Mr. Alain Hervé) coordinates sampling activities on French 
purse seiners. A total of 1,740 samples were taken in 2005 compared to 
1,190 in 2004, an increase of 46%. The number of fish for which length 
frequency data were taken was 299,605 (198,631 in 2004) and the total of 
fish measured and counted was 671,971 (475,253 in 2004) (Table 3.6). 

Table 3.6  Detail sampling by nationality in Port Victoria 

Country Sample 
Yellowfin Skipjack Bigeye Other Species 

Measured Total Measured Total Measured Total Measured Total  

 France 733 76,784 76,784 38,960 151,365 9,936 9,936 1,042 1,042 

 Spain 717 76,116 76,116 30,780 214,143 11,644 11,644 4,910 4,910 

 Seychelles 243 24,243 24,243 11,459 81,836 3,437 3,437 2,008 2,008 

 Italy 47 4,614 4,614 2,775 8,996 889 889 8 8 

Total 1,740 181,757 181,757 83,974 456,340 25,906 25,906 7,968 7,968 

The Column "Total" indicates the number of fish measured and counted. 

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 



3.2  The longline fishery 

 

3.2.1 Catch and effor t 
 
As indicated in the 2004 annual report, we were in the process of trans-
ferring all longline data into the new FINSS (Fisheries Information Statis-
tical System) database, developed by IOTC. During that process all  data 
entry was on hold. After completion, the backlog of 2003 and 2004 data 
was cleared. This report therefore contains reviewed and updated longline 
data for 2003 and 2004. SFA is currently clearing the 2005 backlog. 
 
Table 3.8 summarises the catch statistics reported to the SFA for the last 
nine years and Table 3.9 shows the catch statistics by country for 2004 
and 2005. These statistics represent only a small sample of longliner activ-
ity in the Western Indian Ocean, as not all  longliners fishing have a l i-
cense to operate in the Seychelles EEZ and are therefore under no obliga-
tion to report to SFA. The Seychelles registered vessels (mostly of Tai-
wanese origin) are obliged to report all  their activities to SFA and a sig-
nificant increase in the level of reporting has been observed over the past 
two years. 

Table 3.8  Catch statistics reported to the SFA for the last ten years 

Others means other species which include mainly swordfish and other billfish (marlins, sailfish) , and sharks  

 
Year  

Logbooks 
returned 

Total 
Catch 

Catch 
Rate Yellowfin  Bigeye  

No: (MT) (MT/1000 
hks) Catch % Catch % Catch % 

1994 79 2,828 0.36 1,344 46 1,039 43 424 15 

1995 20 1,576 0.63 774 49 596 38 206 13 

1996 56 2,244 0.44 1,146 50 805 35 295 13 

1997 66 2,675 0.38 797 51 497 32 280 17 

1998 122 3,799 0.35 1,667 44 1,583 42 549 14 

1999 124 4,995 0.34 2,284 46 2,106 42 578 12 

2000 98 3,287 0.31 1,534 47 1,238 38 515 15 

2001 93 6,190 0.42 2,172 45 1,704 35 954 20 

2002 171 6,797 0.44 2,719 40 2,651 39 1,300 21 

2003 336 16,124 0.50 6,834 42 6,880 42 2,410 16 

2004 260 16,529 0.48 6,027 36 8,267 50 2,235 14 

Others  
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2004 2005 

Fishing effort 
Hooks 

Catch (MT) Catch rate 
(MT/1000 
hooks) 

Fishing effort 
Hooks 

Catch (MT) Catch rate 
(MT/1000 
hooks) 

Japan 6,540,201 4,538 0.69 4,286,812 2,242 0.52 

Taiwan (ROC) 13,074,484 5,526 0.42 9,091,312 3,362 0.37 

Seychelles 9,045,259 4,636 0.51 18,189,570 9,988 0.55 

South Korea 1,974,259 625 0.32 1,828,758 726 0.40 

China 540,790 143 0.26 712,000 211 0.30 

Total average 32,172,800 16,124 0.50 34,108,452 16,529 0.48 

Country 

Taiwan² (ROC) 1,003,609 655 0.65    

² Taiwanese fresh tuna longline vessels that operated from Port Victoria in joint venture with a local fish processor  

Table 3.9  Catch statistics reported by country for 2004 and 2005 

3.2.2 Fishing grounds exploited 

 
During 2004 and 2005 the Seychelles flagged vessels’ activities were 
mostly concentrated in the East Somalia, NW and SE Seychelles area. In 
2005 their activities also extended to the Arabian Sea where they targeted 
mainly yellowfin tuna and to the Maldives and Chagos area, (Figure 3.5).  
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Figure 3.5  Distribution of catches reported by industrial  longliners in the Indian Ocean by 1º 
square, 2004 and 2005 
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3.3  The semi-industrial fishery 
 

3.3.1  Vessels active and fishing effor t  
 
During 2005, five semi-industrial vessels conducted a total of 43 longline 
fishing trips (for tuna and swordfish) compared with 21 trips conducted 
by four vessels during the previous year.  This represents an increase of 
57% in the number of fishing trips targeting tuna and swordfish. The cor-
responding fishing effort in terms of number of hooks set also increased 
(Figure 3.6). 

Figure 3.6  Trend in number of vessels and fishing effort from 1995 – 2005 

3.3.2  Total catch, catch rates  
 
The catch reported by the local semi-industrial fleet for 2005 is estimated 
at 290.32 MT, compared to 90.19 MT reported during 2004 (Table 3.10). 
This represents a significant increase in catches, corresponding with the 
increase in fishing effort. The resumption of swordfish exportation to the 
European market was the main reason behind this upsurge in activity. 
 
It must be noted that the figures presented in this report may differ from 
previously presented figures, as data have been raised to take into consid-
eration missed logbooks and landings. Furthermore, logbooks and land-
ings data have been raised to round weights.  
 
The catch rate estimated for 2005 was 1.48 MT/1000 hooks, while the 
catch rate for 2004 was 1.05 MT/1000 hooks (Figure 3.7). The swordfish 
CPUE has increased from 0.81MT/1000 hooks in 2004 to 0.85MT/1000  
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hooks. The CPUE of tuna, (yellowfin and bigeye), increased from 0.09 
and 0.08 MT/1000 hooks in 2004 to 0.24 and 0.29 MT/1000 hooks re-
spectively. The increase in CPUE may be due to the fact that during the 
past two years only the historically most efficient vessels were undertak-
ing regular longline fishing trips for swordfish and tuna.  

Figure 3.7  Total landed catch and catch rates reported since the beginning of the f ishery 
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3.3.3 Species composition of  catches 
 

Swordfish remained as the dominant species with 58% in 2005, dropping 
from 80% in 2004. The percentages of yellowfin and bigeye tuna in the 
total catch increased significantly in 2005 (Table 3.10). 

Year Swordfish Yellowfin Bigeye Sailfish Marlin Shark Others Total 
1995 22.00 5.15 4.95 0.39 1.53 0.19 0.01 34.22 

1996 154.19 50.19 59.16 1.36 5.74 0.45 0.76 271.86 

1997 231.72 81.28 49.27 8.27 18.61 8.94 5.88 403.97 
1998 241.89 50.79 64.90 2.07 8.82 24.92 3.73 397.11 
1999 292.43 94.10 87.29 16.19 18.55 63.61 8.46 580.61 

2000 259.67 50.41 57.14 35.70 13.89 78.03 5.90 500.75 

2001 270.15 96.28 57.60 21.42 12.10 71.29 6.75 535.60 
2002 135.12 41.94 24.08 7.56 3.92 14.79 2.92 230.34 
2003 65.62 13.00 11.50 0.41 0.28 0.07 0.00 90.87 
2004 70.97 7.65 7.20 0.76 0.38 3.05 0.19 90.19 
2005 167.53 47.14 55.95 4.73 2.20 8.42 4.36 290.32 

Table 3.10  Catch reported from 1995 - 2005 

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 



3.3.4  Shark fishing activities 
 
Although the restr ict ion for export of swordfish to the EU market was  
l ifted in February 2005, most of the local vessels have not returned to tar-
geting swordfish and tuna as was expected.  Some vessels have continued 
to target sharks while others fish for tuna and swordfish but occasionally 
target sharks.  After the introduction of a shark f ishing logbook in late 
2003 and after  consultat ions with stakeholders ,  there has  been a  great 
improvement in logbook returns. The shark meat landed is estimated at 
around 8% of the total catch, with a significant percentage of catches fin-
ned and the meat discarded at sea due to the low commercial value of the 
meat and storage considerations. 
 
In 2005, a total of ten vessels (nine of which are semi-industrial) con-
ducted 83 shark-fishing trips and landed a total of 19.48 MT of shark 
meat and 17.27 MT of shark fins. These estimates represent the catch by 
vessels solely targeting sharks. 
 
In 2004, the same number of vessels conducted a total of 56 shark-fishing 
trips and landed a total of 32.9 MT of shark meat and 11.4 MT of shark 
fins. Whereas the amount of shark meat landed has decreased by approxi-
mately 41%, the amount of shark fins landed has increased by roughly 6%. 
This indicates an increase in the level of discard at sea. Shark catches con-
sisted mainly of blue shark (Prionace glauca), oceanic whitetip shark  
(Carcharinus longimanus), silky shark (Carcharinus falc i formis),  hammerhead 
shark (Sphyrna spp), mako shark (Isurus oxyrinchus),  thresher shark (Alopias 
spp.) and tiger shark (Galeocerdo cuvieri) .   
 
3.4  Research activities 
 

3.4.1 CApturabil ité des grands Pelagiques exploités à la Palangre dans 
les Eaux des Seychelles (CAPPES)  

 
The CAPPES research programme, initiated in 2004 by the SFA in col-
laboration with IRD and with the participation of some local operators, 
continued during 2005. 
The primary objectives of the project are to diversify the longline fishery 
by enabling the operators to target tuna (yellowfin and bigeye) as well as 
swordfish, and to also increase the catchabil ity of the gear. This wil l  be 
ach ieved  through the  s tudy  of  f i sh ing  gear  behav iour  under  d i f ferent  
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setting scenarios, improved knowledge of the habitat of targeted species 
and identifying the most appropriate bait for the different target species. 
The results of the project should allow operators to efficiently target dif-
ferent species (swordfish or tuna) depending on market demand, fishing 
grounds and fishing seasons. A total of eight research trips have been 
conducted so far (one in December 2004, seven in 2005), using an instru-
mented longline equipped with hook timers and Temperature Depth Re-
corders (TDR) and the results obtained to date are encouraging. The local 
operators now have the technical know-how in gear to target different 
vertical strata, depending on the target species. Small bonitos (Euthynnus 

a f f in i s  a f f in i s )  used as bait were very efficient for billfish (especially sword-
fish), and a reduced level of bycatch of non-targeted species was also ob-
served. Small bonitos, which are by-catch of purse seine operations, can 
be a potential source of cheap and locally available bait for longlining op-
erations. Further research trips are programmed for 2006. 

Crew and scientific team at work during one of the CAPPES trips 

Industrial and semi-industrial tuna fishing activities 



3.4.2 FADIO project 
 
Fish Aggregating Devices as instrumented observatories of pelagic ecosys-
tems (FADIO) is a research project funded by the Directorate General of 
Research of the European Union and aims at studying the behaviour of 
tuna and other pelagic species around Fish Aggregating Devices (FAD), 
along with the development of new scientific tools to observe the behav-
iour of fish. Following cruises in 2003 and 2004, the last two offshore 
cruises of the project were conducted in February and October 2005 to 
study tunas and other fish around drifting FADs. Six drifting FADs were 
surveyed for several days during these cruises in order to study the dy-
namics of fish aggregations around them. At each visited FAD, several ex-
periments were conducted with sonars, echosounders, divers, and also by 
fishing and fish tagging. Thirty-nine tunas (26 yellowfin, 3 bigeye, 10 
skipjack) and 33 associated species (dolphinfish, sharks, wahoos, oceanic 
triggerfish) were equipped with acoustic transmitters and their presence 
around the FADs was recorded by sonic receivers attached to FADs. 
Some of the fish were double tagged with archival tags to record their be-
haviour after they had left the FADs. One of those fish, a 50-kg yellowfin 
tuna tagged in the Amirantes, was recovered three months after release. 
The fish had spent 90% of its time between the surface and a depth of 
100 m. However, it performed three brief deep dives: 580 m, 970 m, 1160 
m. This last depth is the deepest dive observed for a yellowfin tuna. 
 
As part of its communication activities, the project submitted a short 
video to the Seychelles underwater fi lm festival (SUBIOS). Our entry re-
ceived three prizes in al l , including that of the best video filmed in Sey-
chelles waters and the prize awarded by a public vote. 
 
Coastal experiments on FADs moored on the Mahé plateau were also con-
ducted to study the homing behaviour of dolphinfish, as part of the PhD 
thesis of a French student (Charlotte Girard). More than 20 dolphinfish 
were tracked with acoustic transmitters (actively and passively) around 2 
FADs. SFA staff actively participated in all  the field activities of this in-
ternational project. Information on the FADIO project can be found at 
www.fadio.ird.fr. 
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4.1  Catch assessment survey 
 
The Catch Assessment Survey (CAS) of the Artisanal Fisheries Research 
Section continued throughout 2005 and generated monthly statistical bul-
letins. This section of the report reviews the performance of the artisanal 
fisheries in 2005 and summarises major trends. 
 
During 2005, an estimated 4,439 MT of fish was landed on Mahé, Praslin 
and La Digue. This represents an increase of 6.3% (206 MT) over the pre-
vious year’s catch and marks a continuation of the upward trend which 
started in 2003 (Figure 4.1). Landings were slightly higher (87 MT) than 
the average annual catch of the last 20-years. Compared to 2004, landings 
on Mahé increased by 284 MT (8.2%) in 2005, whereas landings on Praslin 
decreased by 22 MT (3%). Considering the reported damages to vessels 
and gear in the wake of the December 2004 tsunami, the comparatively 
high levels of production were unexpected and may have been maintained 
by latent fishing capacity.  
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Figure 4.1  Artisanal catch (MT) for Mahé and Praslin/La Digue for the period 1985 – 2005  

Until April , trends in catches closely followed those of the previous year, 
while in May and July there were slight declines in catches (Figure 4.2).  
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Figure 4.2  Monthly catches (MT) combined for Mahé and Praslin/La Digue in 2005, compared to the average 
for the previous 3 years 

Table 4.1  Maximum mean monthly number of fishing vessels in operation for the period 
1998 – 2005 

*Includes part t ime f ishing vessels.  **Data not avai lable due to poor logbook returns 

As indicated by comparison of the maximum mean number of vessels in 
operation by month, the number of pirogue, outboard, whaler, schooner 
and dropline vessels all  declined in 2005 compared to the previous year. 
Logbook returns from the sport fishery were poor, precluding estimation 
of the number of vessels engaged in this fishery (Table 4.1).  
 
There was l ittle change in the relative contribution of different vessel 
types to the overall catch compared to 2004. Although stil l  accounting for 
the largest portion of the catch, the contribution of whaler vessels was 
low in relation to years prior to 2004. The relative contribution of schoo-
ners and outboard vessels continued to increase. Landings by pirogues 
and foot fishermen continued to account for a small proportion of the 
overall artisanal fisheries production (Table 4.2).  

Vessel Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Pirogue* 38 41 37 32 31 30 33 30 

Outboard* 214 239 250 236 234 250 239 234 

Whaler 90 90 95 95 96 109 93 83 

Schooner 11 13 13 14 13 16 20 18 

Sport 32 38 35 40 38 21 ** ** 

Dropline 2 2 2 2 1 0 4 2 
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Table 4.3  Species composition of the artisanal catch (%) for the period 2000 - 2005 

Species Group Annual Catches 

English / Scientific Kreol 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Trevally (Carangoides spp.) Karang 37.0 30.0 41.6 33.6 28.2 24.9 

Red Snapper (Lutjanus spp.) Bourzwa, etc 8.7 14.1 10.0 11.5 17.0 22.2 

Jobfish (Aprion virescens) Zob 11.6 16.4 12.4 15.8 12.5 11.2 

Emperors (Lethrinus spp.) Kapten 8.9 11.3 6.9 6.1 6.2 5.1 

Bonito (Euthynnus spp.) Bonit 1.7 1.2 1.5 3.5 1.9 2.0 

Groupers (Epinephelus spp.) Vyey 3.2 2.5 1.5 2.4 2.3 2.1 

Rabbitfish (Siganus spp.) Kordonnyen 3.4 2.1 4.1 6.6 7.6 5.4 

Mackerel (Rastrelliger spp.) Makro Dou 6.2 6.1 7.0 5.7 11.0 15.4 

Others  19.2 16.3 15.1 14.8 13.3 12.0 

Total Catches (MT) 4,764 4,290 4,915 3,852 4,177 4,439 

Although they sti l l  dominated overall (Table 4.3), catches of trevally 
(karang balo and karang plat) continued to decline in importance to the 
total catch, from 1,177 MT in 2004 to 1,103 MT in 2005. The declining 
catches of these important semi-pelagic species most l ikely relates to the 
increased targeting of snappers by whaler vessels. This is reflected in the 
catch of red snapper which increased for a second consecutive year, from 
710 MT in 2004 to 987 MT in 2005. Emperors and groupers both declined 
in relative importance to the catch (Table 4.3). Catches of emperor de-
creased by 31.3 MT, compared to the 2004 estimate of 258 MT, whilst the 
grouper catch declined by 3 MT, compared to the 96 MT landed in 2004. 
Catches of rabbitfish declined by 24%, from 317 MT in 2004 to 241 MT 
in 2005, but were comparable to longer term averages (2004 was an excep-
tional year for rabbitfish catches). The year was again exceptional in terms 
of the mackerel fishery, the catch increasing by 48% compared to the pre-
vious year, from 461 to 683 MT. This increase is reflected in the species 
composition of the overall artisanal catch, with mackerel species showing 
far greater importance to the overall catch in 2005 (Table 4.3). 

Table 4.2  Percentage of annual catch (%) landed by major vessel types for the period 
1998 – 2005, including foot f ishermen   

Vessel Type 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

Pirogue 4.0 0.7 1.7 1.2 0.6 1.1 1.3 1.5 

Outboard 25.0 33.7 31.6 24.9 25.2 27.2 34.3 36.2 

Whalers 62.0 59 59.4 66.7 68.5 63.8 54.2 50.4 

Schooners 7.0 5.2 3.9 6.1 4.5 6.8 9.0 11.1 

Foot Fishermen 1.0 1.1 0.8 1.1 0.6 0.6 0.9 0.7 

Research Vessels 1.0 0.1 0.1 1.7 0.2 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Dropline Vessels 1.0 0.1 0.1 0.1 0 0 0 0.1 
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4.2  Lobster fishery 
 
Following two consecutive years that the lobster fishery had been closed 
due to concerns over the status of the stock, the MENR together with 
SFA re-opened the fishery for 2005/2006 season. Compared to previous 
seasons, the 2005/2006 lobster fishing season was only open for a period 
of two months instead of three (i .e. December 2005 and January 2006), 
with a l imit of 20 l icenses for Mahe, Praslin and La Digue. The two previ-
ous seasons (i .e. 2003/2004 and the 2004/2005) had been closed, as a pre-
cautionary approach, to allow the stock to recover following significant 
decrease in the overall catch rates (kg/trip) over the years. 
 
Following recommendations made upon closure of the 2004/2005 season, 
a study was undertaken early November 2005 to develop a fisheries-
independent monitoring system (Participatory Lobster Monitoring Pro-
gramme) aimed at providing management a rapid method for quantifying 
resource status during closed periods and integrating fisher participation 
in resource monitoring. The last fisheries-independent survey was con-
ducted in 1991.  
 
As has been the case in previous open seasons, the lobster monitoring 
programme was implemented on Mahe, Praslin and La Digue to collect 
biological data for proper stock management and also to ensure compli-
ance with the regulations governing the fishery.  
 
Preliminary analysis of results shows that for this two-month fishing sea-
son, a total of 3.97 MT of spiny lobsters were estimated to have been 
landed. Most landings were on Mahe, which accounted for 54.3 % of the 
total catch, followed by La Digue with 16.1%, Praslin with 15.0% and 
other islands with 15.6% 
 
4.3  Sea cucumber fishery 
 
An important and innovative outcome of the sea cucumber resource as-
sessment project was the creation of the Sea Cucumber Advisory Manage-
ment Committee, comprising government representatives and stakeholders 
(fishers, processors and exporters) to oversee the implementation of the 
management plan which was developed under the project. With regard to 
the general management of the sea cucumber fishery, certain measures 
(l icensing of the activity, quota on number of l icenses issued) are in place.  
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The quota, set at 25 fishing licenses as a precautionary measure to ensure 
the sustainability of the resource, has already been reached.  As for sea 
cucumber processing licenses, a total of three l icenses have been issued to 
date. 
 
According to Customs export statistics, an approximate total of 4.8 MT of 
dried sea cucumber was exported, mainly to Asian markets, for a total 
value of SR 213,500 in 2005. Catch data for 2005 reveals that there has 
been a very high increase (+71.4%) in the amount of sea cucumbers col-
lected, (Table 4.4) and this concerns all  the main commercial species ex-
cept the sandfish (H. scabra), which is less targeted due to lower abun-
dances.  

Year H. nobilis H. scabra H. fus-
cogilva T. ananas Pentard* Others Total 

2000 2,715 326 6,905 23 76 190 10,235 

2001 7,794 9,114 17,202 2517 330 4,978 41,935 

2002 7,391 728 38,868 10,987 8,807 43,788 110,569 

2003 6,982 22 21,398 12,241 44,185 52,853 137,681 

2004 9,897 611 38,162 11,468 57,489 30,582 148,209 

2005 11,488 100 44,943 17,142 82,291 98,055 254,019 

Table 4.4  Number of sea cucumber harvested (2000 - 2005) 

In terms of catch and effort reporting, data from most sea cucumber fish-
ing licensees have been received for the NW monsoon period.  Some fish-
ers have not been fishing during the SE monsoon due to bad weather con-
ditions. There are, however, some licensees not submitting data at the end 
of every month as per requirement. Licensed processors are also required 
to provide the SFA with all their processing data on a monthly basis. This 
allows a verification of the catch data being provided by sea cucumber 
fishing l icensees. To date, around 20 boat-owners have indicated interest 
to engage in sea cucumber fishing, but since the quota of 25 has already 
been attained, applicants are waitl isted. Should a l icense become available 
it wil l  be issued to the next applicant in l ine, if al l  required conditions are 
met. 
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4.4  Research projects 

 
4.4.1 Spawning aggregation research and management  
 programme 
 
The 3-year MASMA (WIOMSA Marine Science for Management Pro-
gramme) spawning aggregation programme started to wind down in 2005 
and was due for completion in October. However, the programme was ex-
tended until early 2006 to allow for re-allocations under the budget. In 
2005, in-situ  field studies led to the verification of a camouflage grouper 
(E. polyphekadion) aggregation at Alphonse Atoll, bringing to 12 the num-
ber of aggregations now verified under the project. Attempts to locate a 
reported white-blotched grouper (E. multinotatus) aggregation on Topaze 
Bank were unsuccessful and it is possible that the aggregation has col-
lapsed. Studies on the reproductive biology of aggregating species contin-
ued and were enhanced through the donation of a full suite of histological 
equipment by the Overseas Fisheries Cooperation Foundation (OFCF) of 
Japan. Socio-economic surveys for the aggregation trap and line fisheries 
were completed. Results from these surveys are being util ised for the de-
velopment of management plans, with a first draft of a grouper aggrega-
tion plan completed in December 2005. A second scientific paper from 
the programme, entitled ‘Dynamics of camouflage (Epinephelus poly-
phekadion) and brown marbled grouper (E. fuscoguttatus) spawning aggrega-
tions at Farquhar Atoll ,  Seychelles’ ,  was presented at the 4th WIOMSA 
Scientific Symposium, held in Mauritius at the end of August.  
 
4.4.2 Stock assessment of  the twin-spot snapper Lutjanus 

bohar (‘vara vara’) 
 
In collaboration with SFA, Dr. Ross Marriot from James Cook University 
(Austral ia) completed a stock assessment of twin-spot snapper as part of 
his PhD studies. Dr. Marriot visited Seychelles in November 2002 to be-
gin collecting data on this species, for comparison with populations on 
the Great Barrier Reef. The models used in the assessment indicate that 
twin-spot snapper populations on the Amirantes and Mahe Plateau are 
heavily depleted due to fishing. Relatively slow growth and low rates of 
natural mortality mean that the species is vulnerable to overfishing and 
models predict that stocks would take a long time to recover if harvest 
was stopped. A precautionary approach to management of this species was 
recommended, with fisheries reserves advocated as the most suitable man-
agement tool to promote stock recovery and sustainabil ity.  
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4.4.3 Use of  fishers’ knowledge for the science and manage-
ment of  fisheries 

 
In 2005, the Artisanal Fisheries Research Section supported the PhD 
studies of Mr. Tim Daw from the University of Newcastle (UK). This 
fieldwork addressed various questions relating to the use of fishers’ 
knowledge (FK) in fisheries management ranging from investigation of 
the correspondence of FK with formal and scientific knowledge, testing 
of FK-collection methodologies and investigating the cognitive models 
and assumptions on which FK is based. The sum of these questions will 
also allow the potential and necessary conditions for co-information (that 
part of co-management involving understanding the nature of the fishery) 
to occur. The sea cucumber and the coastal trap fisheries were selected 
for study with approximately 30 interviews conducted in each fishery be-
tween September and November. Data from the interviews will initially be 
analysed using new software for participatory stock assessment (ParFish). 
The results will be circulated to the interviewees and compared with 
qualitative perceptions and opinions stated at the time of the interview. 
Perceptions of trends at various taxonomic levels of aggregation will be 
compared with the SFA stock assessment for sea cucumber. Trap fishers’ 
perceptions of resource trends will be compared at various levels of taxo-
nomic aggregation with trends in SFA artisanal fisheries statistics and 
those indicated by diver surveys of fish abundances conducted around 
Mahé and Praslin in 1994 and 2005. 
 
4.4.4 Participatory fisheries-independent monitoring of  lob-

ster populations 
 

With the exception of a stock assessment some years ago, the status of 
lobster resources has been monitored using CPUE data. Recognising that 
CPUE data is subject to uncertainties, a fisheries-independent approach 
to monitoring was initiated in November 2005. To ensure that the results 
of this monitoring are acceptable to lobster fishers in the future, and to 
bring the required level of expertise to the project, a participatory ap-
proach was taken with commercial lobster fishers involved in project de-
sign and carrying out the field activities. Ten shallow sites (< 10 m) at 
major fishing locations were surveyed prior to the 2005/2006 lobster sea-
son for abundance of key species. Length-frequency and biological data 
were collected before returning lobsters to the sites. A repeat survey will 
be conducted in April 2006 to assess whether or not the methods are sen-
sitive to impacts of the fishery. If the methods are robust, they will allow  
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assessment of the recovery of stocks following periods when the fishery is 
closed.   
 
4.4.5 Sea cucumber resource assessment project and manage-

ment 
 
The different components of the sea cucumber resource assessment pro-
ject were completed in 2005. The geographic information system for the 
sea cucumber fishery was completed and databases for catch and effort  
and survey data were l inked to the system. The socio-economic study was 
completed and the findings used in the preparation of a management plan. 
The data collected during the three field surveys were analysed and a tech-
nical report produced. Before finalising the proposed management plan, a 
3 day workshop was organised in August with the participation of the 
stakeholders. The findings of the socio-economic surveys, the field re-
source assessment surveys and the proposed management plan were pre-
sented to the stakeholders.  
As part of its ongoing research on sea cucumbers, SFA has teamed up 
with other institutions in the region (Madagascar, Kenya, Réunion and 
Tanzania) to work on a regional sea cucumber project. The project enti-
tled “Sea cucumbers, a poorly understood but important coastal resource: 
national and regional analyses to improve management” has received a 
competitive MASMA grant from the Western Indian Ocean Marine Sci-
ence Association (WIOMSA) in September 2005. The grant for a value of 
sl ightly less than 150,000 US$ is for a period of 3 years. Active work on 
the project will  start early 2006, with a start-up workshop to be organised 
in Mombasa, Kenya. In Seychelles, the work wil l  focus mainly on studying 
the l ife cycle of one particular species (locally named pentard) that is 
heavily targeted by the local fishermen, but which has not been fully de-
scribed or studied in detail .  This work is important as it will help gain 
knowledge on that species and improve its management. This species has 
also been recorded from the Comoros and Kenya. 
 
4.4.6 Taxonomy of  the fishes of  Seychelles  
 
A team of scientists led by Dr. Phill ip Heemstra from the South African 
Institute for Aquatic Biodiversity (SAIAB) worked in collaboration with 
the SFA to survey the fish species of the Seychelles. This forms part of a 
multi-collaborator project to catalogue the fish fauna of the Western In-
dian Ocean. Fishes were collected using several methods (sampling from 
the fish market,  underwater collection).  Underwater pictures and videos  
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were also taken for species not documented by other methods. Tissue 
samples were also collected for DNA analysis. SAIAB will  hold voucher 
specimens at its premises, with a duplicate set for Seychelles. The tissue 
samples will  be held at Kansas University and SAIAB for worldwide use 
by taxonomists working on DNA. The specimens collected are sti l l  being 
studied by taxonomists, but over 380 species were collected, with poten-
tially 30 new records for Seychelles, and 6 undescribed species. Once the 
studies are completed, a checklist of the fishes of Seychelles will  be pub-
lished. The fishes will  also feature in one of the volumes of a multi-
authored book called “Fishes of the Western Indian Ocean”. 
 
4.4.7 Marine ecotoxicology network 
 
A national marine ecotoxicology network was set up in 1999 under the 
sponsorship of the Indian Ocean Commission, consisting of representa-
tives from SFA, Ministry of Health, the Veterinary Services and the Divi-
sion of Environment. The main objectives of the network were to ensure 
that the quality of marine products meet international standards for ex-
ports, to collect and disseminate relevant data, and to monitor any new 
developments in marine ecotoxicology in Seychelles. 
 
The network, which had been fairly inactive during the past few years, 
was revived in 2005, with the participation of other organisations such as 
the Seychelles Bureau of Standards, the Islands Development Company 
and the Seychelles Centre for Marine Research and Technology (SCMRT)/
Marine Parks Authority.  The network will concentrate mainly on moni-
toring the quality of demersal reef fish that could be impacted either by 
natural toxins, or by pollution caused by industrial activities.  
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5.2  Giant clam and pearl oyster farming 
 
Export of giant clams Tridacna maxima for the ornamental trade resumed 
in 2005 after a break in 2004. A total of 550 clams were exported, mainly 
to countries in Europe. The farm also experienced its first spawning of 
larvae since 1997. Around 2 mill ion larvae were obtained during the year,  
which should help increase the standing stock of the farm and boost ex-
ports in coming years. 
No pearls were collected from the pearl oysters in the farm during 2005, 
since no oysters were implanted during the two previous years. However, 
a larger number of spat were collected than in previous years and the 
stock of pearl oysters in the farm has doubled. A number of oysters were 
also implanted in early 2005, and should be ready for harvest in 2007.  
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5.1  Shrimp farming 
 
According to figures published by the NSB, shrimp production reached 
772 MT in 2005 (Figure 5.1). This is a sharp decrease of 31.4% compared 
to the 2004 production, probably caused by a lower output of post larvae 
from the hatcheries. Data provided by the NSB show that export figures 
were the same as the production figures. These quantities are provisional 
as shrimps were also sold on the local market in 2005.  

Figure 5.1  Shrimp production from 1989 to 2005 

5  AQUACULTURE 
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6.1  Fisheries incentives 
 

6.1.1 Introduction 
 

The Agriculture and Fisheries Incentives Act was enacted in March 2005.  
Under the Act, fishermen, boat-owners, fisheries processors and exporters 
are entitled to benefit from various concessions/incentives, which include 
concessions on fuel with new rates of rebate, trade tax and GST exemp-
tion on imports, business tax rebate, exemption on social security pay-
ment, and concessions on Gainful Occupation Permit (GOP) 
 

6.1.2  Registration 
 

In order to benefit from the Fisheries Incentives Act (FIA) 2005, fisher-
men, boat-owners, processors and exporters must register with SFA.  Reg-
istration cards are issued to fishermen and licensed boat-owners only, at a 
cost of SR50.  For l icensed boat-owners, this is followed by the issuance 
of a Certificate of Registration which is signed and approved by the Prin-
cipal Secretary of the Department of Natural Resources.  Processors and 
exporters are only issued with a Certificate of Registration. 
 
The number of registrations has increased since the introduction of the 
FIA.  Compared to 346 full-time registered fishermen in 2004, a total of 
377 full-time fishermen were registered with SFA in 2005, of which 316 
were from Mahe, 38 from Praslin, 22 from La Digue and 1 from Cerf Is-
land. 
 
Apart from the benefits received under the FIA, fishermen also register to 
benefit under the ‘Sickness Benefit Scheme’, which was initiated in 1996 
to compensate ful l - t ime f ishermen when they fal l  s ick or are unable to 
work.   Under this scheme, f ishermen receive SR67/day for the f irst  20 
days they fall  sick during one year and thereafter for each additional day 
that a claim is made, they receive SR48. As for boat-owners, a total of 240 
licensed boat-owners were registered in 2005. Most benefit under the FIA 
through fuel concessions. As regards to processors and exporters, a total 
of  4  companies  have reg is tered with SFA as  both processor/exporter .  

6  FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT AND  
  EXTENSION 
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In 2005, the latter have mainly benefited under the FIA through GST & 
trades tax concessions. 
 
6.1.3 Fuel incentive scheme 
 

The Fuel Incentive Scheme was launched in 1991 to help reduce the oper-
ating costs of fishermen and boat owners, thus improving the viability of 
their fishing operation. With the coming into force of FIA in March this 
year, boat owners who had registered with SFA under the scheme bene-
fited with additional concessions on their fuel bil l , as detailed in the Ta-
ble 6.1. 

 New Rates of rebate under FIA 

Concessions before enact-
ment of FIA 

Boats using above 4000 L 
per year 
(0.60 cents/L rebate added) 

Boats using below 4000 L 
per year 
(0.30 cents/L rebate added) 

Diesel 1.73 SR / L 2.33 SR / L 2.03 SR / L 

Petrol 1.49 SR / L 2.09 SR / L 1.79 SR / L 

New fuel prices under FIA 2005 

 Fuel prices before enactment 
of FIA 

Boats using above 4000 L per 
year 

(pay 0.60 cents/L less) 

Boats using below 4000 L per 
year 

(pay 0.30 cents/L less) 

Diesel 3.87 SR / L 3.27 SR / L 3.57 SR / L 

Petrol 6.36 SR / L 5.76 SR / L 6.06 SR / L 

 

Table 6.1  Summary of fuel concessions under the fisheries incentives act 2005 

 2004 2005 % change 

 Litres of Diesel 832,470 36% 351,698 15%        - 57.75 

 Litres of Petrol 1,505,380 64% 2,368,069 87%          57.31 

Total 2,337,850 2,719,767          16.34 

 Sales Value (SR) 16,479,065 20,558,850          24.76 

 Cost to  
 Government 3,683,187.80          16.13 4,277,120.00 

Table 6.2  Summary of fuel sales and cost to government 2004 - 2005 

In 2005 a total of 2.7 mill ion litres of diesel and petrol were dispensed 
under the scheme, amounting to SR 4.3 mill ion (Table 6.2). This repre-
sents an increase of about 16% in the amount of fuel and an increase of 
about 25% in the cost of the scheme to government, resulting from the 
fact that many boat-owners had registered under the FIA and were bene-
fiting from additional concessions. In 2005, there were 274 local l icensed 
fishing vessels belonging to 219 boat-owners benefiting under the scheme, 
compared to 299 licensed vessels belonging to 254 boat-owners registered 
the previous year.  
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Figure 6.1  Cost of scheme to government 

As has been the case for the previous year, there was a further reduction 
in the quantity of diesel and in 2005 the sale of this type of fuel dropped 
about 58% compared to a drop of only 5% in 2004. Its percentage in total 
sales had also dropped from 33% in 2004 to 15% in 2005. This develop-
ment suggests there has been a growth in preference for engines that run 
on petrol as they are considered to be more efficient. 
 
After a period of continuous growth in cost of the scheme between 1998 
and 2003, a slight decline was observed for the year 2004. As a result of 
the increased concessions and increased number of boat-owners benefit-
ing, a further increase was recorded in 2005. This clearly demonstrates 
government commitment to further reducing the cost of fishing opera-
tions, resulting in higher income for fishermen and boat owners. 
 
6.1.4  GST and trades tax concessions 
 
The FIA includes GST exemption on capital goods and equipment, and 
GST and trades tax exemption on bait for registered fishermen, boat-
owners, processors and exporters.  In 2005, SFA endorsed a total of 54 
applications for GST and trades tax exemptions on items such as engines, 
spare-parts, transport to facil itate fisheries operations, and fishing materi-
als. 
 
6.2  Credit facilities to the fisheries sector 
 
For the year 2005, the local commercial banks provided the major source 
of funding to the f isheries sector,  whereas investment funds from both 
the  Development  Bank of  Seychel les  (DBS)  and the  Youth Enterpr ise 
Scheme  (YES)  con t inued  to  dec l ine .  Compared  to  2004 ,  the  ove ra l l  
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amount of funding pledged to the fishing sector by local financial inter-
mediaries recorded a decline of 24.3%, from SR 13.9 mill ion to SR 10.5 
mill ion in 2005 (Table 6.3). Despite the 43.5% increase in the total num-
ber of loan applications received, the total number and value of loans ap-
proved by DBS and YES dropped by 19.6% (from 46 in 2004 to 37 in 
2005) and by 37.5% (from SR 3.7 mill ion in 2004 to SR 2.3 mill ion in 
2005) respectively (Table 6.3). 
 
The commercial banks, which have pledged the bulk of funding in the 
past three years, contributed 77.8% of total funds provided during the 
year (compared to the 73% granted in 2004) by making available SR 8.2 
mill ion. This represents a 19.5% decline in contrast to the previous year 
(Table 6.3). 
 

Table 6.3  Number and value (SR) of loans approved in 2004 and 2005 

 2004 2005 

 YES DBS Total YES DBS Total YES DBS Total 

 Applications received by SFA 3 43 46 29 37 66 866.67 -13.95 43.48 

 Applications recommended  
 for approval 3 41 44 16 34 50 433.33 -17.07 13.64 

 No. Loans approved 15 31 46 10 27 37 -33.33 -12.90 -19.57 

 Value of loans approved 454,000 3,286,785 3,740,785 334,000 2,005,192 2,339,192 -26.43 -38.99 -37.47 

 Loans granted by commercial  
 banks  

10,186,000 
 

8,200,000 
 

-19.50 

 Total value of loans granted  
 (SR) 13,926,785 10,539,192 -24.32 

% change 

The past several years have seen an overall decrease in the value of loans 
granted (Figure 6.2). The number of loans approved by DBS and YES, 
which peaked during 1997, decreased sharply between 1998 and 2000. The 
numbers then varied to reach the second lowest number of loans ap-
proved in 2005 (Figure 6.2). 
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Table 6.4  Number of fishermen record books issued over the past twelve years 

The declining funds being pledged to the local fishing sector since 2003 
may be a sign of the continuous decline in the local macro-economic envi-
ronment. A lack of entrepreneurship may be a direct result of the rise in 
costs as a result of the imposition of GST in July 2003, and the persistent 
unavailabil ity of foreign exchange to facil itate investment. 
 

6.3  Fishermen record books  
 
Record Books are issued to fishermen employed on foreign tuna purse 
seiners and on local fishing vessels that enter foreign ports. Over the past 
12 years, an average of 34 Fishermen Record Books have been issued an-
nually by SFA. In 2005, a total of 19 books were issued (Table 6.4).     

Year 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 

 No. of record books  
 issued to fishermen 39 43 29 68 50 48 50 19 16 19 7 

2005 

19 

6.4  Meetings with fishermen 
 
Fishermen’s views and concerns continued to be heard via a number of 
fora, one being the Fishing Boat Owners’ Association (FBOA), created in 
2003. Issues raised in monthly meetings held with SFA included concerns 
over the loss of income due to the EU ban on swordfish exports, the need 
to explore new international and regional markets, and the need for more 
incentives to be made available to processors and exporters.  
 
Access to beaches was sti l l  an issue in some cases. The Forex Fund Assis-
tance scheme, whereby boat-owners could apply for EU 1,000 for the pur-
chase of spares and equipment, was reported to be working well , but an 
increased allocation was recommended. Supply of ice had been augmented 
via the refurbishment of the Anse a la Mouche Ice Plant. 
 
Other issues raised were related to problems in the aftermath of the tsu-
nami and included the urgency to dredge reef passes of coral rubble 
brought by the tidal wave, and the need for an insurance scheme for boat-
owners in view of the losses incurred during the tsunami. The FBOA re-
ported that it had received EU 15,000 from overseas donors, via VCS, to 
assist tsunami victims repair their vessels.  
 
Other issues discussed were the implementation of the FIA and the fish-
eries reserves proposed for the outlying islands. Meetings to explain the  
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procedures and benefits of the FIA were held in numerous districts of 
Mahe, Praslin and La Digue. However, many of them were poorly at-
tended. 
 
Members of the FAO/SFA Committee also met with fishermen and boat-
owners on Mahe, Praslin and La Digue in August and September to ex-
plain the procedures required in order to benefit from the tsunami assis-
tance provided by FAO. There were generally good turn outs and lengthy 
discussions at these meetings. 
 
6.5  Post - tsunami assistance for the fisheries sector 
 
The passage of the tsunami of December 2004 inflicted considerable dam-
age to fishing boats, harbour infrastructure and port facil ities, estimated 
at over US$5 mill ion. The artisanal fishing fleet was the worst hit, with 
some 100 small fishing boats, representing around 30 percent of the fleet, 
having been damaged or lost. This impacted an estimated 1200 fishers’ 
families as well as workers in other related fishery industries and servicing 
sectors.  
 
Following this tsunami, the Government of Seychelles appealed to the in-
ternational community for assistance, particularly to salvage the artisanal 
fishing fleet. The FAO and UN partners pleaded Seychelles’ case with 
several donors, managing to raise US$ 1.25 mill ion to help rehabilitate the 
affected fishery, agriculture and environmental sectors. Of that, the fish-
eries sector benefited from some US$ 150,000. The donor countries in-
cluded Belgium, China, Palau, Trinidad & Tobago and the United States 
of America. Further assistance to fisherfolk affected by the tsunami came 
in the form of a grant from the African Development Bank (ADB). The 
Bank provided US$ 500,000 to the Government of Seychelles under its 
Special Relief Fund, of which US $50,000 was dedicated to the fisheries 
sector for the purchase of electronic equipment and marine engines. The 
protocol for the agreement was signed in April  2005. 
 
The Japanese Government also provided US$ 120,00 for the rehabilitation 
of the artisanal quay that suffered structural damage as a result of the 
tidal wave. 
 
A UK-based NGO, Commonwealth Partnership for Technological  Man-
agement Ltd (CPTM), a lso provided £1,000 to help a f isherman of the  
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Anse Royale district replace a lost engine. The funds went towards the 
purchase of a new 40 hp Tohatsu engine worth around SR 12,000. The 
German Consul for Seychelles, based in Hamburg, donated US$ 27,000 
raised by his constituency, for the replacement of three outboard engines.  
 
The Government also made available funds to the sector to initiate salvge 
operations and urgent repair work, via the National Emergency Fund, 
while the President’s Office and the Social Security Division provided so-
cial benefits for those who had lost their l ivelihoods. Following assistance 
SFA continued with the task of registering and assessing the claims of 
those affected. During meetings organised for those affected on Mahe, 
Praslin and La Digue in the third quarter of the year, members of the 
public who suffered losses were informed as to who was eligible to re-
ceive assistance. 

Summary of assistance to fisheries sector Amount received (US$) 

FAO project  - Palau 20,000 

                     - Belgium 169,000 

                     - China 200,000 

                     - Trinidad & Tobago 105,000 

                     - United States 61,000 

ADB (African Development Bank) 50,000 

German Consul 27,000 

CPTM (Commonwealth Partnership for Technologi-
cal Management) 

2,000 

Japanese Grant (Rehabilitation of Fishing Quay) 120,000 

SFA Assistance 5,455 

President's Office (POPF) 88,467 

National Emergency Fund (NEF) 76,094 

Social Security Division 31,818 

Total 955,834 

Table 6.5  Summary of assistance received 

6.6  Belombre fishing harbour 
 
The third phase of the project started in September 2005.  The work con-
sisted of dredging an area of over 6,000 cubic metres of the lagoon south 
of the basin to a depth of -1.5m. The dredging materials were used to re-
claim more land on the existing reclamation site opposite the Corsaire 
Restaurant. The other components of the project were the construction of 
a 50m long breakwater, a retaining wall along the shoreline with bollards 
and repair to the slipway. 
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the area to the north for fisheries developments and related activities. 
This project will  cost the government over SR 4 mill ion. 
 
With the availabil ity of more reclaimed land, there are plans for further 
improvements to the harbour, e.g. to construct an ice plant, fishermen’s 
stores and a fuel station. Provision will  be made to bring in electricity and 
fresh water supplies. There are also plans to relocate some of the current 
fish processing activities to the reclaimed land. 
 
6.7  Zone 6 Providence 
 
For some time, there has been severe congestion at the Victoria Artisanal 
Fishing Port, with fishing boats enduring considerable delays to be ser-
viced. Furthermore, there is no land within the Port to attract investors to 
develop fish processing. To address the problem, over 25,000 m² of land 
have been reserved and earmarked at Zone 6, Providence. The  channel to 
the zone can allow access to fishing boats of 3m draft. The zone is pro-
tected by a 225m breakwater and is a safe haven for fishing boats during 
both monsoons seasons. Consultations have been held with several stake-
holders i .e. fishermen, boat owners and aspiring processors and all view 
the development as a positive step forward. Soil and bathymetric surveys 
of the area have been conducted. 
 
Initial ly, to attract developments and investments at Zone 6 in the field of 
producing value added products, the following facil ities are planned: load-
ing and unloading quays, ice making factory, cold storage facil it ies, fisher-
men’s stores and an administration building. 
 
6.8  Survey of  access channels in districts 
 
In collaboration with the Coastguard, Seychelles Port Authority and the 
Department of Environment,  several surveys of access channels were un-
dertaken at La Retraite, English River, Anse Aux Pins, Cascade, Anse 
Royale, Anse a la Mouche, Anse Poule Bleu, Port Glaud and Glacis to de-
termine the impact and whether improvement could be made. The re-
moval of  scattered corals heads, which occasionally causes damage to en-
gines will no doubt alleviate the problem. As a result of the joint exer-
cises, recommendations and cost of the works involved have been deter-
mined. Funding for the project is being sought and it is anticipated the 
task will be implemented in 2006. 
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6.9  Navigational lights 
 
The navigational l ights installed in the access channels of Anse Aux Pins, 
Anse Royale, Anse a la Mouche, Anse Boileau, Baie Lazare, Port Launay, 
Bel Ombre and Baie Ste Anne Praslin, were serviced during the first quar-
ter of the year. The light at Anse Etoile, that had disappeared and sunk 
during the tsunami, was recovered late in November, 1 km away. It was 
repaired and later put back in use. The lights, which are solar powered, 
are very important to fishermen and other maritime users. They allow 
safely navigation of the access channels, particularly at night and during 
bad weather conditions. 
 
6.10  Victoria fuel depot 
 
During 2005, the artisanal and semi industrial fleets were serviced at the 
Victoria fuel depot. Compared to 2004, when 598,753 litres of diesel 
amounting to SR3,353,016 were sold, the 2005 sales increased by just over 
6% to reach 689,609 litres, amounting to SR3,861,769 (Table 6.6). Cur-
rently, with one pump in place, only a single boat can be bunkered at any 
given moment. To address the problem, an additional pump will be in-
stalled in 2006, with a longer hose so that two fishing boats can be bun-
kered at the same time. The depot also sells grease and lubricating oil .  
 

Month No. of litres purchased Amount (SR) No. of litres sold Amount (SR) 

 January 50,000       274,000  44,120        247,072  

 February 50,000       274,000  51,032        285,780  

 March 60,000       328,800  60,071        336,396  

 April 60,000       328,800  58,031        324,973  

 May 70,000       383,600  73,922        413,963  

 June 60,000       328,800  51,737        289,726  

 July 50,000       274,000  55,029        308,161  

 August 50,000       274,000  47,038        263,410  

 September 50,000       274,000  52,388        293,374  

 October 70,000       383,600  73,381        410,932  

 November 80,000       438,400  71,571        400,796  

 December 50,000       274,000  51,283        287,186  

Total 700,000     3,836,000  689,602      3,861,769  

Table 6.6  Purchase / sales of diesel for the year 2005 
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6.11  Ice plants 
 
The Anse Royale and Anse a la Mouche ice plants produce a total of 7.5 

MT altogether of plate ice daily. 
Fishermen based in the south and 
south west of Mahe prefer to use 
these facil it ies due to the short 
distances and lower transport 
costs. The service is provided 
every working day from 7 am to 1 
pm, Saturday, Sunday and public 
holidays from 7 am to 11 am. 
Fishermen receive priority over 
the public when purchasing ice. 
They also benefit by paying  SR 
17 for every 50 kgs of ice pur-
chased, compared to the general 
public who pay SR 35 for the 
same amount. 
 
Both plants suffered extensive 

damage to their infrastructure dur-
ing the tsunami and had to be re-

paired. Fortunately, the machines were spared and the plants continued to 
produce ice. In February 2005, the Anse a la Mouche ice plant, which is 
over ten years old was closed for three weeks to undergo major refurbish-
ments of its machines, electrical parts and structures. This project was 
funded by the Overseas Fisheries Corporation Foundation (OFCF) of Ja-
pan. During the closure of the plant, members of the fishing community 
who usually purchase ice from Anse a la Mouche were encouraged to use 
the plant at Anse Royale. After the rehabilitation work, the l ifespan of the 
Anse a la Mouche ice plant was extended for another 15 years.  
 
6.12  Research vessel activities 
 

The research vessel L’Amitié carried out a total of 21 trips during 2005 
including trips made in collaboration with IRD, IFREMER, IOTC and 
SAIAB. Research on spawning aggregations was carried out as far away as 
Cosmoledo Atoll .  

Re-opening of the Anse la Mouche ice plant by Minister 
 Jummeau and the Japanese Ambassador 
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The original monofilament longline system of the research vessel was re-
placed by a Lindgren-Pitman type at the end of 2004, and testing com-
pleted in early 2005. An air conditioning system, new hydraulic control 
valves and working lights were installed on the vessel under a project 
funded by the OFCF. 

Table 6.7  Summary of tr ips by R/V L’Amitié during 2005 

Purpose of trip No. of trips Catch (kg) 

 CAPPES 5 4380 

 Spawning Aggregation 5  

 Placing of FADs 4  

 Long line test 2  

 Lobster Fishery Survey 1  

 Research cruise (taxonomy) with SAIAB 1  

 Tuna long line trial 1 159 

 Hand line fishing 1  

 Cruise to Aldabra Atoll 1  

6.13  Advanced training 
 

Two trainees working on industrial and semi-industrial vessels completed 
their course in navigation (Certificat de Capacité) at the maritime school 
in La Reunion, through scholarships financed by the French Government. 
Two skippers were also selected for further training in Spain under a co-
operation agreement with the Basque Government. 
 
6.14  Other training 
 

Five students from the Maritime Training Centre and ten Secondary 
School students received training and gained practical experience while on 
attachment at SFA. 
 
6.15  Other extension activities 
 
Two local schooners were fitted with electric l ine haulers to encourage 
the use of the drop line fishing technique. SFA technical staff also pro-
vided support services to the semi-industrial and artisanal fishing fleets. 
This included procurement of diesel engines, outboard motors, spare 
parts, safety and electronic equipment. The Extension Section also con-
tinued to carry out delivery, installation checks and servicing of marine 
diesel engines for the artisanal fishing fleet. 
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7.1  Local fishing vessels 
 

By the end of 2005, 52 local fishing vessels had been instal led with Vessel 
Monitoring Systems (VMS) transceivers and the SFA has, in collaboration 
with the Seychelles Coastguard, assisted with seven distress alerts through 
the VMS system. 
 
During 2005, the SFA has been working closely with its supplier of In-
marsat-C mobiles, Satell ite Airtime, and Thrane and Thrane, the manufac-
turer of Inmarsat-C transceivers, to produce a new version of Inmarsat-C 

m o b i l e 
( T T 3 0 2 6 D ) , 
which will meet 
the requirements 
for our local ves-
sels. The new In-
marsat-C mobile 
a c c o m m o d a t e s 
both distress and 
breakdown alert 
functions. 
 
T h e  d i s t r e s s 
alerts are routed 
via the Global 

Maritime Distress 
Safety System (GMDSS), whereas the breakdown alert is routed via inmar-
sat satell ite directly to the SFA whereby the distress will  be picked by a  
software developed for this purpose. 
 
The SFA has ordered 150 of the newly designed TT3026D VMS units and 
by the end of the year two-thirds of the consignment had already been re-
ceived.  It is foreseen that installation of the new mobiles will  begin in 
early 2006. 
 
To cope with the increased workload result ing from the expanded VMS  

7 MONITORING CONTROL AND  
 SURVEILLANCE 

Installing a vessel monitoring device 
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Table 7.1  Reports that have been received and processed by the Fisheries 
Monitoring Centre (FMC) during 2005 

VMS data reports Manual position 
reports 

Weekly catch 
reports 

EEZ entry & exit 
reports 

Innocent passage 
reports 

1,191,387 1916 3643 3830 133 

Certificate Of eligibility issued Certificate Of Origin issued Seychelles registered longliners 
transhipments authorised 

621 161 105 

Table 7.2  Trade certificates that have been issued plus the total tranship-
ments at sea authorised by SFA to Seychelles registered longliners 

7.2  Licences issued to foreign fishing vessels 
 

The MCS Section is responsible for recommending fishing licences to be 
issued to foreign fishing vessels. In 2005, a total of 445 fishing licences 
were recommended for 316 vessels.  These recommendations comprised 
of 386 licences for 259 longliners, 48 licences for 48 purse seiners and 11 
licences for 9 supply vessels.  87% of all  l icences recommended were for 
longliners, where the Taiwanese and Japanese fleets accounted for nearly 
85% of the licences.  Approximately 60 longliners took more than one l i-
cence during the twelve months. 75% of l icences recommended for the 
purse seine fleet went to vessels fishing under the Seychelles/EC Fisher-
ies Agreement.  The bulk of the remainder of l icences recommended for 
purse seiners were for Seychelles registered vessels. 
 

coverage for the local fishing fleet, a second Electronic Technician was 
recruited towards the end of the year.  This will  al low the SFA to render a 
more efficient service in responding to breakdown of these equipments 
and to ensure that they are maintained in good condition. At the end of  
2005, 397 foreign fishing vessels and 53 local fishing vessels had been de-
clared in the VMS database 
 

With regards to the foreign fishing fleet, VMS has continued to be an ef-
fective tool to monitor fishing activities within Seychelles’ waters and the 
conformity verification of the different reporting requirements (Table 7.1 
& 7.2).  
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Table 7.3  Summary of l icences recommended during 2005 

7.3  Illegal fishing activities 
 

Compared to previous years, much emphasis was placed on deterring i l le-
gal fishing activities in the local fisheries during 2005.  In collaboration 
with the Seychelles Coast-Guard, patrols of coastal waters were organised 
whenever the latter could assist the SFA with a patrol boat. The objective 
of the coastal patrols was to sample fish traps to ensure compliance with 
the minimum mesh size requirement. On other occasions, patrols were 
conducted to investigate complaints of i l legal fishing nets being used in 
certain coastal areas. Throughout the year, enforcement officers were also 
dispatched in response to information received from the general public on 
possible i l legal fishing activities. 
 
In the industrial tuna fishery, four longliners were arrested for fishing il-
legally in Seychelles waters. The Minister for Environment and Natural 
Resources compounded all of the above offences after the operators had 
admitted liabil ity. All four arrests were made as a result of information 
received through the VMS. The total fines received for settl ing the of-
fences amounted to approximately SR 1.5m (UD$ 312,000). 
 
7.4  Port inspection of  industrial fishing vessels 
 

Port inspection of foreign fishing vessels has always been an integral part 
of the SFA’s responsibili t ies. Port inspections are conducted on tuna 
purse seiners, tuna longliners and supply vessels which work in associa-
tion with some of the purse seiners, at the Industrial Fishing Port, the 
Commercial Port or on vessels anchored within the confines of the har-
bour. The inspections are conducted to ensure that any of the above-
mentioned vessels have not operated il legally inside the Seychelles EEZ.  
Besides this primary objective, the inspections are also carried out to en-
sure that both l icensed and non-licensed fishing vessels call ing into Port 
Victoria are properly marked to allow for easy identification during sea 
and air surveil lance exercises.  

 Tuna Purse seiners Tuna Longliners Supply vessels Total 

No. of licences 48 386 11 445 

% of licences 11 87 2  

No. of Vessels 48 259 9 316 

% of vessels 15 82 3  
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During 2005, officers of the SFA inspected a total of 546 industrial fish-
ing vessels. This represents a coverage of approximately 84% of the total 
number of port calls made by the industrial fishing fleet. The number of 
inspections conducted in 2005 represents an increase of almost 7% over 
those conducted in 2004. 
 
Of the total,  452 inspections were conducted on purse seiners, approxi-
mately 18% of which were Seychelles flagged purse seiners. The balance 
of inspections was conducted on foreign flagged purse seiners, mostly 
from the European Union member states.  Forty-seven inspections were 
conducted on longliners, of which around 6% were Seychelles flagged 
longliners, the balance from the Asian fleet. A further 47 port inspections 
were conducted on supply vessels, with 21% of the inspections carried out 
on Seychelles registered supply vessels and the balance on foreign flagged 
supply vessels. 
 
Two port inspections were also conducted by SFA inspectors on two Sey-
chelles flagged longliners in the ports of Singapore and Durban.  The for-
mer was undertaken in order to assess the feasibil ity of conducting bio-
metric sampling of tunas from longliners, and the latter was undertaken at 
the vessel operator’s request as the vessel had to make an emergency port 
call into Durban. 

Monitoring, control and surveillance 



8.1  Foreign fishing vessels in breach of  the fisheries act 
 
In 2005, a total of three foreign fishing vessels were fined for breaching 
various sections of the Fisheries Act. Those vessels were namely: 
 
− Tai Kun: A Taiwanese fishing vessel, apprehended in February, who’s 

master had fai led to report entry into the Seychelles EEZ. The case 
was settled out of court for a sum of US$ 1,828. 

 
− Hung Fu I 212: A Taiwanese fishing vessel , stopped in July, for fish-

ing inside a zone in which foreign fishing vessels are prohibited from 
fishing. For this offence the master and operator of the vessel had to 
pays  fines of US$ 50,000 each. 

 
− Dah Yih 222: A Taiwanese fishing vessel, arrested in September, for 

fishing in Seychelles waters without a valid fishing l icense. The case 
was compounded for a sum of SR 187,000. 

 
− Chen Chieh No.666: A Taiwanese fishing vessel, arrested in Decem-

ber, for fishing inside a zone in which foreign fishing vessels are pro-
hibited from fishing. The master of the vessel was also charged with 
the offence of supplying false information to the SFA with regards to 
the position of the vessel on the days they were fishing in the pro-
hibited zone. The offences were compounded for a total amount of 
US$ 175,021.    

 
8.2  Regulation banning live reef  finfish trade 
 
The Minister for Environment and Natural Resources, exercising the pow-
ers vested in him under the Fisheries Act, introduced a regulation to ban 
all trade and export of wild-caught-live reef finfish from Seychelles. The 
regulations, which took effect on 17th June, allow the SFA to regulate this 
fishery.  
 

8  LEGAL ASPECTS 
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8.3  Shark finning regulation 
 
The UN General Assembly adopted a resolution at its November 2003 
session with regards to sustainable fisheries, urging States, the FAO and 
regional fishery organisations to develop and implement fully an Interna-
tional Plan Of Action (IPOA) for sharks as a matter of priority. This 
called upon States, within the framework of their respective competencies 
and consistent with international law, to adopt a National Plan of Action 
(NPOA) for conservation and management of sharks to ensure the sus-
tainabil ity of shark stocks. This includes banning of shark fisheries con-
ducted solely for the purpose of harvesting the fins, which would in effect 
minimize waste and discards from shark catches and thus encourage the 
full use of dead sharks. This initiative was acted upon by the IOTC 
through the passing of Resolution 05/05, concerning the conservation of 
sharks caught in association with fisheries managed by IOTC. 
 
The Government of Seychelles in 2005 developed a regulation which 
would come into effect early 2006, to control the finning of sharks on-
board its industrial vessels and foreign fishing vessels fishing in its wa-
ters. This forms part of a larger management policy to regulate the shark 
fisheries in Seychelles waters. Shark finning by locally owned vessels will 
be considered in an NPOA that is presently being prepared and should be 
ready during the course of 2006.   

Legal aspects 



9.1  Co-operation with France 
 
A delegation led by the Managing Director visited France to meet with of-
ficials of the IRD and the Institut Français de Recherche pour l ’Exploita-
tion de la Mer (IFREMER) in order to enhance cooperation with these 
two institutions. The delegation also visited two of the main research cen-
tres working in fisheries and the marine environment, namely the Centre 
Océanologique de Bretagne in Brest, and the Centre de Recherche Ha-
lieutique in Sète.  The delegation also met with representatives of the 
University of Brest who presented two Masters courses in the marine field 
that are offered by that university and could be of interest to Seychellois 
students. INTECHMER in Cherbourg was also visited, an institution that 
trains high level technicians in marine related fields. SFA already has one 
of its technicians studying for her second and last year in Cherbourg, and 
it is envisaged that more technicians will be sent there in the future. 
 
On the local side, Mr. Bertrand Wendling, a Technical Assistant attached 
part time to SFA, successfully completed his tour of duty and has re-
turned to France. He will  be followed in early 2006 by another Technical 
Assistant who will  work full t ime for SFA. A Volontaire International has 
also been assigned to SFA since August 2005. She is assisting mainly with 
the CAPPES research project. 
 
9.2  The South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Project  
 

The South West Indian Ocean Fisheries Project (SWIOFP) is a regional 
and multi-national fisheries project with an overall  study area that will  in-
clude the southerly part of the Somali  Current Large Marine Ecosystem 
(LME), the whole of the Agulhas Current LME and associated areas. The 
project area incorporates the WIO from the Horn of Africa in Somalia to 
Cape Agulhas in the south, and eastwards to 60° East ,  al l  of which fal l 
within FAO fishing area 51. This project is part of a large programme (the 
Somal i/Agulhas Large  Mar ine  Ecosystem Programme)  in i t i a ted by  the 
GEF and which comprises two other projects, namely the Agulhas/Somali 
Currents LME project  (ASCLME) and the Western Indian Ocean Land 
Based (WIOLAB) pro jec t .  These  three  pro jec ts  a re  expected  to  work 
c lose l y  toge ther ,  and  a t  the  end   p roduce  a  common Transboundary  
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Diagnostic Assessment (TDA) and a Strategic Assessment Plan (SAP). 
SWIOFP will focus on the assessment of transboundary resources, includ-
ing migratory fish and fish stocks that straddle national boundaries. Fund-
ing for this 5-year project wil l come mainly from the Global Environment 
Facility (GEF) with some additional funding from France, Norway and 
other bilateral donors. Countries participating in the project are also ex-
pected to make an in-kind contribution.  
 
The last two project preparation workshops were organized by the secre-
tariat during the year. Following a call for the participating countries to 
host the Regional Management Unit (RMU) of the project, Kenya was 
elected, and the RMU will be located at the Kenya Marine Fisheries Re-
search Institute, in Mombasa.  
 
SFA and its partners have submitted a number of projects to SWIOFP 
that will  be implemented at a national level,  and SFA will  also have the 
responsibil ity of coordinating the pelagic component at a regional level. 
The project brief has been submitted to the GEF council ,  and it is ex-
pected that funds could be available in the second quarter of 2006. 
 
9.3  WIOMSA scientific symposium 
 
The 4th WIOMSA Symposium was held in Mauritius from 30th August to 
1st September 2005, and was preceded by the 3rd National Ocean Science 
Forum of Mauritius. SFA was represented by two scientists, Mr. Riaz Au-
meeruddy and Mr. Jan Robinson, who gave oral presentations on two re-
search projects being implemented by SFA: “Resource assessment of the 
holothurian population of the Seychelles”, and “Investigation of the spa-
t i a l  and tempora l  dynamics  o f  camouf lage  in  brown marb led  grouper 
spawning aggregat ions at  Farquhar Atol l ,  Seychel les” .  A poster  on the 
FADIO project, to which SFA is a partner, was also accepted by the or-
ganisers. The WIOMSA Scientific Symposium is becoming a major event 
in the marine science calendar and attracted more than 150 participants 
from within and outside the region. Fisheries research and management 
was well represented and the presentations provided interesting findings 
that will  prove relevant to these fields in Seychelles. The Seychelles par-
ticipants attended several  side events, including the “Forum of heads of 
academic/research institutions in the western Indian Ocean Region” and 
the “Internat ional  Water Forum”, where information was given on the 
three  l a rge  GEF pro jec ts  deta i l ed  in  sec t ion 9 .2 .  They  a l so  took th i s  

International co-operation 



opportunity to meet with other scientists to discuss possible collaborative 
projects, that could include work on spawning aggregations, aspects of 
coral reef fisheries and social sciences, and genetic analysis of the popula-
tions of swordfish in the Indian Ocean. The work of SFA and other Sey-
chelles participants was well received.  There is a need for more local ma-
rine scientists to use symposia to communicate the results of their work 
to the wider scientific community. 
 
9.4  Institut de Recherche pour le Développement (IRD) 

 
Dr Laurent Dagorn, an expert on fish behaviour, has been working on 
FADs in the Seychelles since 2003. He is mainly involved as the coordina-
tor of the FADIO project. FADIO is funded by the Directorate General 
Research of the European Union and aims at studying the behaviour of 
tuna and other pelagic species around FADs, along with the development 
of new scientific tools (instrumented buoys and tags) to observe the be-
haviour of fish. Offshore cruises are conducted around the Seychelles to 
collect in si tu  data. As part of this project, Charlotte Girard, a PhD stu-
dent at IRD, conducted research at SFA on the orientation behaviour of 
fish. She successfully defended her PhD thesis on the 9th of December 
2005 at the "Université de La Réunion" with the following title: "Étude 
du comportement d'orientation d'espèces pélagiques tropicales vis-à-vis 
d'attracteurs". Information on the FADIO project can be found at 
www.fadio.ird.fr. 
 
Mr Alain Hervé, an expert in tuna fishery data, arrived in August 2005, 
replacing Mr Patrice Dewals, and continuing the data collection and proc-
essing of the purse seiner fleet, through sampling of tuna landings and the 
use of observers onboard vessels. This work has been conducted in coop-
eration with the SFA tuna program. Dr Alain Fonteneau, who was based 
in the Seychelles until early 2004, visited SFA several times this year in 
order to continue working on tuna stock assessment in cooperation with 
SFA scientists and technicians. 
 
Dr. Pascal Bach of IRD, an expert on pelagic longline fisheries, spent 
four months in Seychelles in 2005 (March-June) to help start a new SFA 
research project (CAPPES) on longline.  
 
Mr Christophe Peignon arrived in February 2005. His main activities are 
to regularly collect biological samples from large tuna at the tuna cannery  
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(IOT) in order to determine if there is any major change in the ecosystem  
arises). He is also involved in the CAPPES longline programme and 
FADIO. 
 
Mrs Rafaele Benais-Sarrade spent one month at SFA (November 2005) to 
collaborate with the SFA library staff in order to collect data for a book 
on the history of the purse-seine fishery in the Seychelles (L'Or Bleu). 
 
9.5  Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) Negotiations 

with the European Commission (EC) 
 
SFA continued to be actively involved in the EPA negotiations both in 
Seychelles and overseas. In October 2004, a draft Fisheries Framework 
Agreement (FFA) was prepared by the Eastern and Southern Africa (ESA) 
group and presented to the EC. Most of these meetings were attended by 
Mr. Philippe Michaud, Technical Adviser (Fisheries) to the Minister 
(E&NR) but prior consultations took place with SFA. 
 
In May, the Regional Preparatory Task Force (RPTF) met with the EC in 
Nairobi, but the negotiations did not address the issues in detail .   In Au-
gust, at the 4th Meeting of the Regional Negotiating Forum (RNF), the 
ESA countries reaffirmed their position that the FFA stil l  remains the ba-
sis for their engagement with the EC.  The meeting agreed to mandate the 
Lead Spokesperson, the Ambassador of Eritrea, to seek an EC response 
on the FFA, and to further discuss the FFA and the issues on rules of ori-
gin and subsidies during the planned dedicated sessions on agriculture and 
market access. 
 
An RPTF meeting with the EC was held in September, in Brussels, where 
several issues such as non-discrimination, rules of origin, preferential tar-
iffs, market access and funding were discussed. Some progress was made 
in obtaining a better insight of the EC’s position, but it was obvious that 
wide areas of divergence existed between both sides and that detailed dis-
cussions were necessary. 
 
9.6  International Commission for the Conservation of  At-

lantic Tunas (ICCAT) 
 
SFA represented Seychelles as an observer to the  15th meeting of the IC-
CAT, which was held in Sevil la ,  Spain, from the  14t h  – 20t h  November 
2005 .  The  Commiss ion adopted f ive  reso lut ions .  The most  important   
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management measure was the catch limit of 4,600 MT the Commission 
imposed on Taiwan (Chinese Taipei), whereby forcing over 80 longline 
vessels to return to their home port for one year. This was imposed for 
undermining the management measure of ICCAT relating to the bigeye 
tuna fishery. Again, the participation of Seychelles was seen as important 
to understanding the management of tuna fisheries in other Regional 
Management Bodies.  Attendance is also important as a number of resolu-
tions discussed at ICCAT meetings have a bearing on the IOTC manage-
ment regimes. 
 
9.7  Indian Ocean Tuna Commission scientific committee 
 
The Scientific Committee (SC) of the IOTC met in Seychelles from the 7th 
to 11th November 2005. The IOTC Secretariat reported on its activities 
conducted during 2005 and activities that would be conducted in 2006.  
The acquisition of information and updating of databases continued to be 
the major focus of the Secretariat’s activities. Some of these activities 
were conducted with the assistance of OFCF of Japan. 
 
The SC noted further progress on the punctuality and quality of data sub-
mission from several fleets and congratulated the IOTC – OFCF pro-
gramme for its significant contribution to the improvement of the quality 
of data collected in several countries in the region. 
 
Other major activities of the Secretariat included organising logistics for 
the implementation of the IOTTP (Indian Ocean Tuna Tagging Pro-
gramme) and the development of IOTC statistical software (FINSS, Fish-
eries Integrated Statistical System). 
 
As far as the status of tuna and tuna-like resources in the Indian Ocean is 
concerned, the SC reviewed and accepted the new assessment on yellowfin 
tuna conducted during the Tropical Tuna Working party in July 2005. The 
SC considered that the 2003 and 2004 catches of yellowfin were substan-
tially above MSY (Maximum Sustainable Yield). Hence, further increase in 
both effective f ishing effort and catch above the average level reported 
from 1999 to 2002 should be avoided. The SC also noted that the current 
fishing pressure on juvenile yellowfin tuna by both purse seiners fishing 
on floating objects and artisanal fisheries is l ikely to be detrimental to the 
stock i f  continued. No other stock assessments were performed during  

Annual Report 2005 55 



56 

2005. However, the SC recommended that the 2006 Working Party on 
Tropical Tuna should undertake a revised stock assessment on bigeye tuna 
and review stock indicators for yellowfin and skipjack tuna. The SC also 
reviewed and discussed the report from the first meeting of the IOTC By-
catch Working party held in July 2005. The role of this group is to assess 
the impact of by-catch on vulnerable species of sharks, turtles and sea-
birds within the tuna fisheries of the Indian Ocean. The main focus for 
this year’s meeting was sharks. Due to insufficient data, the SC noted that 
it would be impossible to even provide preliminary advice on the stock of 
key shark species by 2006, as recommended by the commission. Further-
more, it considered that such an objective would only be achieved in the 
near future if there is strong commitment on the part of member coun-
tries and national scientists to collect and provide the required informa-
tion.  
 
9.7.1 IOTC commission meeting 

 
Since the establishment of IOTC in Seychelles in 1997, Seychelles has al-
ways played an active role in the Commission. Besides participating in the 
various meetings of IOTC, SFA participated in the Ninth Session held 
from the 30th May to 3rd June 2005. The Session was officially opened by 
Mr. Ronny Jumeau, Minister for Environment and Natural Resources and 
chaired by Mr. John Spencer of the European Union. 
 
The Commission agreed to the importance of management of bigeye tuna 
stocks, sharks, sea birds and turtles and adopted measures to mitigate ad-
verse impacts of tuna fisheries on these species.  The Commission also 
continued its efforts to eliminate i l legal, unregulated and unreported fish-
ing in the IOTC area, and 12 vessels were l isted on the IUU list. 
 
The Commission agreed that there was a need to explore ways to achieve 
a more effective and efficient organisation.  The Commission agreed that 
a special meeting be convened in 2006 to discuss the matter.  The Com-
mission adopted nine resolutions: 
 
1. Resolution 05/01 - On conservation and management measures for 

bigeye tuna. 
2. Resolution 05/02 - Concerning the establishment of an IOTC record 

of vessels authorised to operate in the IOTC area. 
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3 Resolution 05/03 - Relating to the establishment of an IOTC pro
 gramme of inspection in port. 
4 Resolution 05/04 - Concerning registration and exchange of informa-

tion on vessels, including flag of convenience vessels, fishing for 
tropical tunas and swordfish in the IOTC Area of competence. 

5 Resolution 05/05 - Concerning the conservation of sharks caught in 
association with fisheries managed by IOTC. 

6 Recommendation 05/06 - Concerning the Terms of Reference for an 
IOTC Working Party on Management Options. 

7. Recommendation 05/07 - Concerning a Management Standard for the 
Tuna fishing vessels. 

8. Recommendation 05/08 - On sea turtles. 
9. Recommendation 05/09 - On incidental mortality of seabirds. 
 
9.8  British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission (BSFC) 
 
Established in 1995 to promote, faci l itate and coordinate conservation 
and scientific research, the tenth meeting of the BSFC was held in Lon-
don in May 2005. The Commission was held concurrently with the six-
teenth meeting of the BSFC Scientific Sub-Committee. The Seychelles 
delegation comprised Mr. Rondolph Payet, Mr. Vincent Lucas and the 
Seychelles High Commissioner in London, Mr. Callixte d’Offay. In the 
joint communiqué that followed the meeting, the Commission noted that 
the high catches of yellowfin tuna in recent years was a cause for concern 
and made a recommendation to their respective governments that this is-
sue should be raised at the next meeting of the IOTC. The Commission 
also reaffirmed the need for cooperation on combating il legal fishing and 
in research and management for inshore and offshore fisheries, and wel-
comed continued collaboration on the protection of reef fish spawning 
aggregations. Following the meeting in London, the seventeenth meeting 
of the BSFC Scientific Sub-Committee was held in Seychelles in October 
2005, recommendations from which will be discussed at the eleventh 
meeting of the Commission scheduled to be held in Seychelles in 2006. 
 
9.9  INFOSA 
 
INFOSA is the SADC regional office of INFOPECHE, the Intergovern-
mental Organisation for Marketing Information and Technical Advisory 
Services for Fish and Fishery Products in Southern Africa. The INFOSA 
project commenced in May 2003 for a three year period. INFOSA has its  
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offices in Windhoek, Namibia, and serves all  of the 14 SADC countries. 
INFOSA is funded by the Government of Norway and hosted by the Gov-
ernment of Namibia. 
 
The objectives of INFOSA are: 

1. To contribute to the development and modernisation of the fisher-
ies sector in Southern Africa 

2. To contribute to a more balanced supply of fisheries products in 
the region 

3. To make best use of the export opportunities within and outside 
Africa 

4. To promote technical and economic co-operation among contract-
ing partners 

 
To achieve these objectives, a number of activities are undertaken within 
the project, which include providing updates on markets and prices, un-
dertaking market studies, providing technical advice and training courses, 
as well as consulting services. In October 2004, Mr Michel Marguerite was 
appointed as national l iaison officer for the project and expected to serve 
as permanent contact person between INFOSA and Seychelles. The first 
Technical Advisory Committee was held in Windhoek, Namibia from 18th 
– 19th April 2005. Although Seychelles was not a member of SADC at that 
time, it attended the meeting as an observer, and was represented by the 
national l iaison officer. 
 
A workshop on international trade and marketing requirements was held 
in Beira, Mozambique from 21st – 23rd November 2005. Seychelles was 
represented by Mr Michel Marguerite from SFA and another representa-
tive from the private sector. 
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10.1  Fishing agreement with Japan Tuna 
 
The one-year agreement, first signed in 1998 with the Federation of Japan 
Tuna Fisheries Cooperative Association (Japan Tuna) was again renewed 
in June 2005. The agreement provides fishing opportunities to over 40 
Japanese longliners. 
 

10.2  Mauritius/Seychelles fisheries agreement 
 
A two-year fishing agreement was signed by H.E. Mr. Patrick Pillay, Min-
ister for Foreign Affairs on the 11th March 2005 at Port Louis in Mauri-
tius.  The Agreement provides opportunities for Seychelles vessels to fish 
in Mauritian waters and Mauritian vessels to fish in Seychelles waters.  
The Agreement provides each party fishing opportunities for ten purse 
seiners and 20 longliners. 
 

10  FOREIGN FISHING AGREEMENTS 

Annual Report 2005 59 



60 

11.1   Documentation Services 

 

11.1.1  Acquisitions 
 
The library acquired 128 new publications in 2005, which will enhance the 
existing collection. Additionally, the l ibrary is receiving publications in 
electronic format. Current serials stand at around 50 titles. 
 

11.1.2  Library management 
 
A total of 314 new records were created for updating of the library cata-
logue. The total records in the database now stand at over 4,100. 
 
A total of 369 loans of documents to both SFA staff and external users 
were recorded. 

Library services 

11  INFORMATION AND TECHNOLOGY  
SERVICES 
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11.1.3  New developments 
 
In 2005 the SFA Senior Documentation Officer participated in a training 
workshop held at the University of Hasselt,  Belgium on the development 
of an African repository for electronic publications. The objective of the 
workshop was the preparation of SFA’s participation in the newly 
launched Africa E-repository for marine research projects. The main ob-
jective of this project is to develop an Internet based archive of the re-
search findings of African marine scientists, in electronic and full  text 
format, and hence, promote the dissemination of their research. This two-
year project, called the OdinPubAfrica, (website: http://iodeweb1/
vliz.be/odin), is funded by the Government of Flanders with technical 
support from the University of Hasselt, Belgium. Following the training, 
the SFA representative was elected as one of the Regional Coordinators 
for the project. The role of a coordinator is to provide support to the par-
ticipating countries including Kenya, Egypt, Ghana, Mauritius, Mozam-
bique, Namibia, Nigeria, South Africa and Tanzania.  
 
The main tasks are : 

− To administer the repository 
− To control the quality of submissions 
− To undertake public relations 
 

Prior to taking over the role of coordinator, a one-to-one training session 
was conducted in August in Seychelles by Mr. Marc Goovaert from the 
University of Hasselt, Belgium. 
 
11.1.4  Distribution of  SFA reports 
 
The Documentation Centre distributed 612 printed copies of SFA publica-
tions. This represents a sl ight increase compared to 2004. It is to be noted 
that the Documentation Centre also started disseminating information by 
electronic means. The list of publications produced in 2005 is given be-
low. 
 

11.1.5  Publications in 2005 
 
AUMEERUDDY, R.; & SKEWES, T. (2005). Resource assessment of the 

holothurian populations in the Seychelles.  In: SPC Beche-de-mer In-
formation Bulletin No.21, p.19-21 
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AUMEERUDDY, R. & PAYET, R. (2005). Management of the Seychelles 
sea cucumber fishery: status and prospects.  In: Advances in sea cu-
cumber aquaculture and management, FAO Fisheries Technical Paper 
No.463, p.239-246 

 
AUMEERUDDY, R.; SKEWES, T.; Dorizo, J. ;  Caocci, F.; Coeur De Lion, 

F., Harris, A.; Henriette, C.;& Cedras, M. (2005). Resource assess-
ment and management of the Seychelles sea cucumber fishery. Final 
Report. FAO Project Number: TCP/SEY/2902(A). 37 p. 

 
AZEMIA, R.T. & ROBINSON, J. (2005). Seychelles Artisanal Fisheries 

Statistics for 2004. SFA Technical Report, SFA/R&D/061, 103p. 
 
MARGUERITE, M.& BAKER, C. (2005) The Industrial Tuna Fishing Ac-

tivity in the Western Indian Ocean: Report of the Year 2004, 30p. 
 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005) The Fisheries Policy.  

2004, 30p. 
 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY, ARTISANAL FISHERY RE-

SEARCH SECTION (2005) Summary of the Seychelles Artisanal 
Fishery for 2004 with Notes on Research Activities. In: Sixteenth 
Meeting of the Scientific Sub-committee of the British/Seychelles 
Fisheries Commission, 3rd-4th May 2005. 11p. 

 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY, INDUSTRIAL FISHERIES RE-

SEARCH SECTION (2005). Summary of Activities of the Seychelles 
Industrial and Semi-Industrial Fisheries for the year 2004. In: Six-
teenth Meeting of the Scientific Sub-committee of the British/
Seychelles Fisheries Commission, 3rd-4th May 2005. 17p. 

 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005). Monitoring, Control and 

Surveil lance Report.  In: Sixteenth Meeting of the Scientific Sub-
Committee of the British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission, 3rd-4th 
May 2005, 3p. 

 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005). Sea Cucumber Status Re-

port (Licenses and Data Reporting) In: Sixteenth Meeting of the Sci-
entific Sub-Committee of the British/Seychelles Fisheries Commis-
sion, 3rd-4th May 2005, 11p. 
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SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005). The South West Indian 
Ocean Fisheries Project (SWIOP). In: Sixteenth Meeting of the Scien-
tific Sub-committee of the British/Seychelles Fisheries Commission, 
3rd-4th May 2005. 3p. 

 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005). Shark Fishery Report.  

In: Sixteenth Meeting of the Scientific Sub-Committee of the British/
Seychelles Fisheries Commission, 3rd-4th May 2005, 2p. 

 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005) Seychelles Fisheries 

Monthly Bulletin (January-December 2005) 
 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005) Seychelles Fishing Au-

thority: Annual Report 2004, 75p. 
 
SEYCHELLES FISHING AUTHORITY (2005) Seychelles Fishing Au-

thority: Tuna Bulletin, Year 2004, 30p. 
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11.2   Information Technology 
 
The IT section has been engaged in implementing new databases, and in 
introducing new technology to their cl ients. Staff of the section has also 
participated in various workshops and training, both locally and overseas. 
 
11.2.1  New developments 
 
Amongst the different databases developed during the course of the year, 
a sea cucumber database for recording catch and effort data of the fishery 
was implemented. This database is related to the sea cucumber resource 
assessment project and management. A database was also created to com-
plement the net fishery survey conducted by the organisation. The survey 
was an assessment of the fishery in terms of l icensing and conditions, 
gear characteristics, catch assessments, enforcement related issues and  
socio-economic aspects for general management. 
 
Following the introduction of the FIA in 2005, whereby fishers, boat-
owners, processors and exporters have to register with SFA to qualify for  
incentives, a database was created specifically for this scheme. The sec-
tion procured the necessary equipment to produce identification cards is-
sued to fishers and licensed boat-owners upon registration. A similar da-
tabase was also created for farmer registration to facil itate the issue of 
registration cards, which is being faci l itated by SFA on behalf of MENR. 
 
Following the setting up of the FAO Emergency Assistance Committee, 
with the goal of helping to restore l ivelihoods of the tsunami affected 
fishing community, the section provided and set up an office for FAO 
with the necessary equipment to make their duties effective during the life 
of the project. 
 
The Japan International Cooperation Agency (JICA), provided SFA with 
an expert application programmer from Japan. The expert was attached to 
the IT section for three months and undertook and facil itated fisheries 
data transformation between application softwares. 
 
The use of terminal  cl ients were introduced during 2005 for data entry 
operators and to equip the training room after damage caused by the tsu-
nami.  The use of thin cl ients gives the section greater control over the  
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security of data, and to impose restrictions on operators consoles to spe-
cific applications, which increases productivity and also reduces the main-
tenance/support time compared to administering individual networked 
personal computers. 
 
Following the section’s comprehensive assessment of the risks of failure 
of the different IT systems, conducted during 2004, core areas within the 
VMS applications which required further training from the supplier. This 
was to boost the section’s efficiency and to reduce the organizations sup-
port cost, and  dependency on foreign supplies. The required training 
components and redundancy system were identified and a second VMS 
server platform for fault tolerance procured. This allows in the case of a 
critical system failure of the main server, the switch of operation to a 
standby server and continuation of real time monitoring, with minimal 
disruption, while the original server is brought back online. To enable 
this, two IT technical staff attended custom-designed maintenance techni-
cal training over one week at Collecte Location Satell ite (CLS) in Tou-
louse, France. 
 
Following the training of two IT staff in 2005 in network security, de-
fense and counter measures, a new firewall was deployed to safeguard the 
organization from attack, hackers and possible data theft. 
 
11.2.2  New equipment received 
 
Following continued assistance from Japan Tuna, the organization took 
delivery of a high end networked photocopier/scan/fax/printer which 
will further increase output and facil itate the organization’s operation. 
 

11.2.3  Cooperation 
 
Close collaboration with the IOTC continued in the development of a dy-
namic fisheries statistical system. The organization’s collaboration in this 
project was also extended to the IOC-MCS (Indian Ocean Commission – 
Monitoring Control and Surveil lance project) based in Mauritius, and to 
the department of Information Technology and Communication of the 
Vice Presidents Office in relation to the l icensing management module of 
foreign fishing vessels. 
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11.2.4  Training provided by the section 
 
Complementing the in-house training on Introduction to Microsoft Out-
look in 2004, the advanced Microsoft Outlook training was held this year, 
and attended by all staff of the organisation. The training aimed to famil-
iarize the attendees to the numerous advanced features available in the 
application that will  facil itate their work and collaboration, such as online 
task assignment and monitoring, calendar sharing for checking attendee 
availabil ity before scheduling meetings, and resource request, just to name 
a few. It was unfortunate that the section was able to provide only  one 
in-house training course following damage to our equipment during the 

Particpants during the IT related training course 
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Figure 12.1  Expenditure from 1996 - 2005 

For the financial year ending 31st December 2005, the Government of 
Seychelles provided the main source of revenue to finance the recurrent 
and minor capital expenditure of the Authority. The allocation of SR 8.0 
mill ion for the current year represents a decrease of 6.25 % in comparison 
with the previous year.  
 
SFA’s expenditure for the period 1996 to 2005 is represented in figure 
12.1. 
 
SFA is responsible, under its recurrent budget, for Seychelles’ contribu-
tion to the IOTC. The contribution of Seychelles, as a member state of 
IOTC was SR 181,173.47 for the current year.  
 
The fuel incentive scheme payment financed outside SFA’s budget were 
SR 4,277,199.58 for the year 2005, representing an increase of 12% com-
pared to 2004. 
 
  

12  FINANCE 
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13.1  Staffing 

 
The new structure of SFA was formally approved with effect from 1st  Oc-
tober 2005. The overall objective of restructuring was to adjust SFA’s 
functions, based on new advances and policy developments in the domes-
tic, regional and the global fisheries. This re-adjustment is also in l ine 
with the fisheries policy of Seychelles. All job descriptions have been re-
vised to address the orientation of the Authority. 

 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 

 Admin/Secretariat 13 13 13 14 15 16 16 17 17 19 

 Accounts 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 3 4 4 

 Fishing Port Services 25 23 26 26 25 23 25 28 26 24 

 Fisheries Management 44 48 44 52 47 48 49 51 52 53 

 Information Technology 7 7 7 7 6 6 7 7 7 7 

 Total 93 95 94 103 97 97 101 106 106 107 

 IRD (Ex – Orstom) 2 2 1 0 1 3 3 4 2 3 

 2004 2005 
 Appointments 10 9 
 Transfers 0 0 

 Promotions 2 0 

 Resignations 4 9 

 Terminations 1 3 

 Retirements 3 1 

 End of Contract 0 0 

Table 13.1  Number of staff from 1996 - 2006 

Table 13.2  Staff movements (2004- 2005) 

The year 2005 has seen the departure of two skilled personnel who are 
now pursuing alternative careers in the fishing industry. 

13  STAFFING AND ADMINISTRATION 
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13.2  Training 
 
The training function under the Administration and Human Resources 
Section has been strengthened with the recruitment of a Human Re-
sources Officer, who is responsible for the formulation of organisational 
training and human resources plans. 
 

In-house training programmes have been organised in collaboration with 
the Seychelles Institute of Management (SIM) as per the needs of the Au-
thority. One priority was to enhance the quality of service being delivered 
to the public.  Hence, the first course for the year was on Customer Rela-
tions Level I, later followed by the Time Management Course. These 
courses benefited 15 – 20 employees.  
 
Other in-house management refresher courses planned for 2005 were de-
layed due to renovation work on the training room.   
 
As part of career development, SFA also provides training to both secon-
dary and Maritime Training Centre students in the form of work attach-
ment. This also helps SFA to identify potential candidates for employ-
ment. 

Particiapants attending  the time management workshop 
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Participants Workshops/Meetings Duration 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
Mr. Riaz Aumeeruddy (Aquaculture Man-

ager) 
Mr. Vincent Lucas (Industrial Fishing Re-

search Manager) 

 
1st Project Management Workshop & 4th 

Plenary Session of SWIOFP 
(Mozambique) 

 
10 – 14 January 2005 

 
Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 

 
Workshop on  ‘A funding mechanism to 
support sustainable fisheries in Africa’ 

(Senegal) 
 

 
18 – 21 January 2005 

 
Mr. Clifford Toussaint (Fishing Port Manager) 

 

 
Workshop on Seafarer’s Welfare 

(Tanzania) 

 
24 – 28 January 2005 

 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

 
Regional MCS Symposium 

(South Africa) 
 

 
1 – 3 February 2005 

 
Mr. Roy Clarisse (Project Manager) 

Mr. Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 

 
Workshop on Legal Aspects of the South 

West Indian Ocean Fisheries Project 
(Reunion) 

 

 
5 – 12 February 2005 

 
Mrs. Josette Confait (Senior Documentation 

Officer) 
 
 
 
 

 
African Repository for Electronic Publica-
tions -  Ocean Data and Information Publi-
cation for Africa (ODINPUBAFRICA) Work-

shop 
(Hasselt, Belgium) 

 

 
21 – 25 February 2005 

 
Mr. Vincent Lucas (Industrial Fishing Re-

search Manager) 
 

 
WIOMSA Planning Meeting and Climate 

Outlook Forum 
(Kenya) 

 
28 Feruary – 4th March 2005 

 
Mr. Anthony Barratt (Electronic Technician) 

 
Training Workshop on Inmarsat-C Equip-

ment 
(Mauritius) 

 

 
21 – 27 March 2005 

 
Ms. Juliette Dorizo (Fisheries Statistician) 

 
Meeting on Tropical Tuna 

(Spain) 
 

 
4 - 8 April 2005 

 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

 
Seminar on Sound Management of Tanza-

nia’s EEZ and Territorial Waters 
(Tanzania) 

 

 
10 – 14 April 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

Mr. Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 
 
 
 
 

 
1st Session of the SWIOFC and the Meet-
ing to set up the High Demersal Fisheries 

Agreement 
(Mombasa, Kenya) 

 

 
18-20 April 2005 

 
Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 

 
1st Meeting of the Infosa Technical Advi-
sory Committee and Workshop on WTO 

and Fisheries 
(Windhoek, Namibia) 

 

 
18-19 April 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
5th Intergovernmental Consultation of the 
Southern Indian Ocean Fisheries Agree-

ment 
(Mombasa, Kenya) 

 

 
20-22 April 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Joint Committee Meeting under the Sey/

EU Fisheries Agreement 
(Brussels) 

 

 
24-29 April 2005 

Table 13.3  Overseas training and meetings 

Staffing and administration 



 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

 
Conference on the Governance of the High 

Seas Fisheries and the UN Fish Stock 
Agreement 
(Canada) 

 

 
1-5 May 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

Mr. Vincent Lucas (Industrial Fisheries Re-
search Manager) 

 
5th Session of the British Seychelles Fisher-

ies Commission 
(United Kingdom) 

 
3-6 May 2005 

 
Mr. Roy Clarisse (Project Manager) 

Ms.Peggy Carosin (Senior Accountant) 
Jan Robinson (Asst. Artisanal Fisheries 

Research Manager) 

 
The SWIOFP Combined Working Group 

Meeting 
(Mozambique) 

 

 
9-12 May 2005 

 
Mr. Sylvestre Radegonde (Chairman SFA) 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

 

 
The Signing of Agreement Between Sey-
chelles and the Taiwan Deep sea Tuna 
Boat owners & Exporters Association 

(Taiwan) 

 
15-24 May 2005 

 
Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 

 

 
PROINVEST Seminar 

(Mauritius) 
 

 
23 - 24 May 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Joint International Workshop on the im-
pacts of Illegal, Unreported and Unregu-
lated Fishing on Developing countries or-

ganised by DFID 
(London, UK) 

 

 
16 – 17 June 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Regional Workshop on Fisheries Access 

Agreement for the WIO States 
(Tanzania) 

 

 
19-21 June 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 
 

 
Workshop on the setting up of a Strategic 

Partnership for Sustainable Fisheries invest-
ment Fund in Sub-Saharan Africa 

(Tanzania) 
 

 
22-24 June 2005 

 
Mr. Emmanuel Basset (Inspector) 

 

 
Inspect Longliner 

(Durban, South Africa) 
 

 
12-16 July 2005 

 
Mr. Vincent Lucas (Industrial Manager) 

 
The IOTC working Group on Tropical Tuna 

and By-catch (WPTT & WPBY) 
(Phuket, Thailand) 

 

 
18-22 July 2005 

 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

 

 
Training Workshop & Annual Meeting of the 
International Monitoring Control & Surveil-

lance Network 
(Malaysia) 

 

 
18-22 July 2005 

 
Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 

 
ESA-EU EPA Negotiation 

(Nairobi, Kenya) 

 
24 – 26 August 2005 

 
Mr. Riaz Aumeeruddy (Aquaculture Man-

ager) 
Mr. Jan Robinson (Asst. Artisanal Fisheries 

Research Manager) 
 
 

 
Symposium organized by WIOMSA 

(Mauritius) 

 
29 August – 3 September 

2005 

 
Mr. Jude Talma (Asst. MCS Manager) 

 
Training on INMARSAT-C VMS Project 

(Mauritius) 

 
5 - 8 September 2005 
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Mr. Vincent Lucas 

Industrial Fisheries Research Manager 

 
Tuna Tagging Programme Committee Meet-

ing 
(Mauritius) 

 
5 – 6 September 2005 

 
Ms. Denise Mathiot (Asst. Documentation 

Officer) 
 

 
Second Africa Regional Group of the Inter-
national Association of Aquatic Regional 
Group of the International Association of 
Aquatic & Marine Science Libraries and 

Information Centres (AFRIAMSLIC) Confer-
ence 

(Accra, Ghana) 
 

 
13 – 15 September 2005 

 
Mr. Riaz Aumeeruddy (Aquaculture Man-

ager) 
Ms. Peggy Carosin (Senior Accountant) 

Mr. Mike Laval (Legal Officer) 
 

 
Final Plenary Session of the preparatory 

phase of SWIOFP Meeting 
(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 
14 – 16 September 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Seminar on Fisheries Management 

 (China) 

 
14 – 27 September 2005 

 
Mr Roy Clarisse (Project Manager) 

Mr Slim Dogley (Computer Manager) 
 

 
Training Workshop on Technical Mainte-
nance of VMS Servers and application  

(Toulouse, France) 
 

 
1 - 9 October 2005 

 
Mr. Albert Polite (Gear Technician) 

 
Official Duty Trip 

(Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania) 

 
2 – 22 October 2005 

 
Mr. Jeff Lablache (Asst. Fishing Port Man-

ager) 
Mr. Jude Talma (Asst. MCS Manager) 

 
Training Program Towards Participatory 

Fisheries Management 2005 
(Wageningen, Netherlands) 

 

 
3 October – 18 November 

2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
Mr. Gerard Domingue (MCS Manager) 

Mr. Raymond Chang-Tave 
 

 
COI-MCS Focal Point Meeting and Discus-
sion with Mauritius Oceanographic Institute 

on Boundary delimitation 
(Mauritius) 

 

 
10 – 12 October 2005 

 
Mrs. Josette Confait (Senior Documentation 

Officer) 

 
31st Annual Conference of International 

Association of Aquatic & Marine Science 
Libraries and Information Centres 

(IAMSLIC) (Rome, Italy) 
 

 
10 –14 October 2005 

 
Mr. Danny Julie (Fisheries Technician) 

 
Marine Organism Culture Technology 

(People’s Republic of China) 
 

 
15 October to 19 November 

2005 

 
Mr Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 

 
Leadership Workshop for Heads of Aca-

demic & Research Institution 
(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 

 
30 October to 1 November 

2005 
 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
Ms. Colleen Morel (Principal Liaison Offi-

cer) 
 

 
6th Session of the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission of UNESCO’s 
Regional Committee for the Western Indian 

Ocean (IOCWIO-VI) 
(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 

 
2 - 4 November 2005 

 
Ms. Juliette Dorizo (Fisheries Statistician) 

 
Fishery Resource Management 

(Japan) 
 

 
13 November – 14 Decem-

ber 2005 

 
Mr. Roland Azemia 
Senior Technician 

 
Workshop on By-catch particularly in shrimp 

trawling and the ecosystem approach of 
fisheries management 
(Maputo, Mozambique) 

 

 
15 – 25 November 2005 

 
Mr. Riaz Aumeeruddy (Aquaculture Man-

ager) 
Ms. Marlene Isidore (Resource Manager) 

 
International Seminar for the Improvement 
of Scientific and Technical Advice for non-

Community Fisheries 
(Mauritius) 

 

 
21 – 22 November 2005 
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Mr. Michel Marguerite (Principal Economist) 

 
Workshop on Control of Foreign Fisheries 

(Tanzania) 
 

INFOSA Workshop on Trade and Market-
ing Requirements 

(Mozambique) 
 

 
17 –18 November 2005 

 
 

21 – 23 November 2005 
 

 
Mrs. Josette Confait (Senior Documentation 

Officer) 
 

 
Meeting on the Development of the African 

Repository for Electronic Publications -  
Ocean Data and Information Publication for 

Africa (ODINPUBAFRICA)  
(Ostende, Belgium) 

 

 
30 November – 9 December 

2005 

 
Mr. Richard Jasmin (IT Support Training 

Officer) 
 

 
Odinafrica Websites Improvements Train-

ing Workshop 
(Ostende, Belgium) 

 

 
5 – 9 December 2005 

 
Ms Marlene Isidore (Resource Manager) 

 
Workshop on globalisation for new econo-

mies 
(Singapore) 

 
5 - 9 December 2005 

 
Mr. Rondolph Payet (Managing Director) 
Mr. Riaz Aumeeruddy (Aquaculture Man-

ager) 

 
Meetings with the French Foreign Ministry, 

Research Institutions (IRD, IFREMER) 
(France) 

 
12 – 16 December 2005 

13.3  Public Service Award 
 
The MCS section of SFA took part in the Public Service Award competi-
tion for 2004/2005 with the theme ‘Service to the Public’. The presenta-
tion covered the services and processes that have significantly improved 
the way the Section operates in serving the community. SFA was amongst 
the three finalist that received certificates and trophies. 
 
13.3.1 Employees with 15 and 20 years continuous service with 

SFA 
 
The tradition of awarding staff for many years of service has been en-
hanced so that employees with both 15 and 20 years service are now rec-
ognised. The extension to 20 years commenced when SFA celebrated its 
20th anniversary of existence in 2004. Employees awarded in 2005 are as 
follows: 
 
15 years service 

 

− Ms Kethsia Georges  - Ms Bernadette Gill  
− Mrs Joan Didon     - the late Mr Jeff Lablache 
− Mr Basil Louis Marie 
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20 years service 

 
− Mr Clifford Toussaint  - Mr Felix Labrosse 
− Mr Roland Azemia    - Mrs Odette Alcindor  
− Mr Relix Ramkalawan  
 
The number of long service employees in the Organisation reflects the 
strong commitment and dedication of the staff. 
 

25 years in the public service 

 
Mr Pierre Woodcock, Manager in the Operations Extension Section was 
awarded for 25 years in the Public Service in 2005.  
 
13.4  Social Club activities 
 
The Social Club members continue to increase in numbers as the activities 
being organised, such as domino, happy hours, picnics, are very much ap-
preciated by the members. These activities enable staff to social ize more 
and to improve working relationships. The Club also took the initiative to 
participate in the Clean up the World campaign.  
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